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PCA General Meeting
e Tuesday, April 6
e 7:30 PM
e Palisades Recreation Center
e Ward 3 Councilmember Kathy
Patterson on lead in city water,
tax assessments and appeals,
DC public schools, and more

Partnership to Bring
CDAto DCA

In his column in the March 2004 issue
of the Palisades News, PCA President Stu
Ross reported on a proposal “... which
could well put the PCA on the forefront of
efforts to control noise from Reagan
National (DCA).” Since then, the PCA
Board of Directors has decided to proceed
with proposing a cost-sharing partnership
with the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) wherein, as its first project, PCA
would set out to show the feasibility and the
noise exposure relief of Continuous Descent
Approach procedures (CDA) at DCA.
The PCA would organize and lead ateam
of representatives from other DC-
metropolitan citizen/civic organizations and
other projects could follow.

The study of CDA came into being
when the FAA established and empowered
several organizations and institutions to do
research on improving the national airspace
system. The lead researcher in the CDA
study isMIT, joined by Boeing, Delta Air
Lines, and others. Tests of CDA in
Louisville, KY showed a recognizable
decrease in average noise levels. In its
January 2004 draft report to the Part 150

Continued on page 7

Zoning Chair Testifies Before Council at DCRA

Performance Hearing

| testified in February 2004 at the Council's performance oversight hearing for the
Department of Consumer & Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) . | testified with a heart heavy
with frustration and anger becasue | testified before this same committee last year and
| am sad to say that nothing, not one thing, hasimproved about the state of DCRA since
that testimony was presented. | pointed out problem areas and offered solutions
grounded in logic and experience. But the climate that perpetuates itself at DCRA is non-
responsive to zoning, building code, overlay, and tree violations. Enforcement seems
non-existent. Residents are outraged at the lack of support they get from this agency
and many are picking up and moving away in disgust.

The three main points of my presentation were:

1. Enforcement is non-existent in connection with residential development

* The BZA can’t even get DCRA to enforce its own orders

* Stop work orders areissued, lifted, posted or not posted, with inconsistency

* DCRA, and thereby District government, is transferring the task of enforcement to
residents who must use their own money to file appeals where enforcement was lacking
or DCRA decisions were incorrect

* Violations of zoning, building, tree and overlay ordinances are at epidemic proportions

* Getting inspectionsis nearly impossible

* Permit lists are not generated and disbursed in atimely manner

» Communication with several members of the Council has been non-responsive

* DCRA has not been held accountable by the Council for the residents it is supposed
to serve

2. DCRA needs to extend the appeal filing period from 60 to 90 days to
expand timeliness
of filings where
DCRA’s
obfuscation
exists and
residents are
unable to obtain
public
information they
need to include
in their appeals
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5420 Sherier Place NW, September 16, 2003 (see p. 8) Continued on page 8
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Saturday, February 28-April 11: The Puppet Company
Playhouse presents “The Jungle Book”, Wed, Thu &
Fri,10& 11:30 AM, Sat & Sun, 11:30 AM & 1 PM, Glen
Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Boulevard, $7, 301-320-6668,
www.thepuppetco.org.

Thursday, March 25: “Air ForceBand @ your library”, 4-5
PM, Palisades Library, 282-3139, www.dclibrary.org.

Saturday, March 27 & Monday, March 29: Palisades
Community Church Spring Rummage Sale, with
household items, furniture, clothing, toys, and books, 10 AM-
3 PM, 5200 Cathedral Avenue, Memoria Hall, 966-7929.

Saturday, March 27: Key Elementary School “World
CommunityisK ey” auction with cocktail buffet and live
and silent auctions, 6:30-10:30 PM, AU Law School, 4801
Massachusetts Avenue, top floor, $25 person, open to all.
Can’t makeit totheauction? Buy oneof only 250 $100
raffle tickets for a $10,000 cash prize from Caroline Ervin,
364-9355, c.ervin@rcn.com.

Friday, April 2: Dinner & aMoviefeaturing “Under the
Tuscan Sun” and chicken divine, 6 PM, Palisades
Community Church, see above, $10 per adult, $7 for children
13-18, and $5 for children 12 and under, 966-7929.

Saturday, April 3-May 16: 1 magination Stage presents
“LiangandtheMagicPaintbrush”, Sat, 3:30 PM, Sun,
12:30 & 3:30 PM, 4908 Auburn Avenue, Bethesda, $12 or
$7.50 (balcony), 301-280-1660, www.imaginationstage.org.

Sunday, April 4. “Fiesta”, The Community Preschool of
the Palisades spring auction, 5-9 PM, live and silent
auctions featuring items from some of your favorite
Palisades and NW businesses, Buffalo Billiards, 1330 19"
Street, 364-8424.

Monday, April 5: “WritingSongL yrics” Spring Break
Workshop, 1-4 PM, work with oneof Adventure Theatre’s
best musical directors to compose your own lyrics and set
them to music, for children ages 7-12, Glen Echo Park, see
above, $40, www.adverturetheatre.org.

Tuesday, April 6: PCA general member ship meeting, 7:30
PM, Palisades Rec Center.

Wednesday, April 7: Lap Time, 10:30 AM, stories, songs and
rhymes for children 6-18 months, Palisades Library
children’sroom, 282-3113.

Wednesday, April 7. ANC3D meeting, 7:30 PM, Sibley
Hospita’sErnst Auditorium.

Thursday, April 8: “TheMagic of Mime” Spring Break
Workshop, 9:30 AM-12:30 PM, learn and experience the
fundamentals of mime in the French tradition of Marcel

Marceau, for children ages 7-12, Glen Echo Park, see above.

Wednesday, April 14-May 30: The Puppet Company
Playhouse presents“Cinderella”, Wed, Thu & Fri, 10 &
11:30 AM, Sat & Sun, 11:30 AM & 1 PM, Glen Echo Park,
see above.

Wednesday, April 14: Lap Time, 10:30 AM, stories, songs
and rhymes for children 6-18 months, Palisades Library
children’sroom, 282-3113.

Wednesday, April 14: PCA board meeting, 7:30 PM,
Palisades Community Church, parlor, see above, open to all.

Saturday, April 17-May 23: Adventure Theatre presents
“TheUqgly Duckling”, Sat & Sun, 1:30 AM & 3:30 PM,
Glen Echo Park, see above.

Tuesday, April 20: PCA Business Committee Roundtable
L uncheon, Noon-2 PM, Listrani's, 5100 MacArthur
Boulevard, lunch provided by Citibank, RSVP, Colette
deChalus Lee, 243-1911, or Joe Mirarchi, 243-1935.

Tuesday, April 20: The Palisades Stamp Club, 7:30 PM,
Palisades Library.

Tuesday, April 20: The Palisades Book Club, 7:30 PM,
Palisades Library.

Wednesday, April 21: Lap Time, 10:30 AM, stories, songs
and rhymes for children 6-18 months, Palisades Library
children’sroom, 282-3113.

Saturday, April 24: Geor getown Day School’s2™ annual
Yard Sale, 10AM-2PM, rainor shine, featuring children’s
books, games, toys and sports equipment, benefiting
RebuildingTogether /Christmasin April, 4530 MacArthur
Boulevard, cash and persona checks accepted, 295-6200.

Saturday, April 24: Clara Barton National Historic Site
Spring Lamplight Tour, the lights are lowered for an
exciting after-supper history lesson about Clara Barton and
her life and times, 7-9 PM, Glen Echo Park, see above, free.

Wednesday, April 28: Lap Time, 10:30 AM, stories, songs
and rhymes for children 6-18 months, Palisades Library
children’sroom, 282-3113.

Saturday, May 1: the Dentzel Carousel re-opensfor its
84™ season, Noon-6 PM, Glen Echo Park, see above.

Saturday, May 1 & Saturday, May 8. The Friends of the
Palisades Library Used Book Sale, 10 AM-4 PM,
Palisades Library, 2 floor, Elinor Tucker, 416-7651.

Sunday, May 2: CROP Walk for Hunger, 2 PM, join
neighbors and members from Palisades Community Church,
St. David’s, Our Lady of Victory, St. Patrick’sand Christ
United in SE for this fund-raising walk on the C& O Canal.

Tuesday, May 4-Thursday, May 6: Key Elementary School
Summer Reading Book Fair, specializinginchildren’s
paperback booksfor gradesK -8, children’sclassics, adult
andchildren’sbest-sellers, softwareand more, Tuesday, 7:30
AM-6:30 PM, Wednesday, 8 AM-4 PM, Thursday, Noon-
4:30 PM, Key School Gymnasium, Lia Heiden, 364-6675.
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from the.......

PRESIDENT'S DESK

Here are some remarks
| made at the celebration of the
80th anniversary of the
Palisades Community Church,
which | think are a reflection of
what I've seen in generd in the
Palisades during the past year
of my presidency . ..

"(The Church) is a
welcoming ingtitution which
mirrors the great love its
congregants have for our
community. In a city whose life blood seems to be power,
prestige and publicity, this church goes quietly on with its
mission. Inthisbuilding, all people are welcome, all are treated
with dignity and compassion, and all are treated equally.

This church has been a warm home for those who seek
comfort and help and a strong benefactor of those values which

make the Palisades a special placeto live.

We are, | have aways thought, alittle different from
some of the neighbors on our borders.

Wetry to not have airs.

We accept people as they are.

We are usually not judgmental.

We have a strong, ailmost New England-like, faith in, and
lovefor, our community and wereally don’t care much about
what people wear or how they look!

So, if | am correct about my definition of aPalisadian —
then | have also defined what the Palisades Community Church
isall about.

Today | am humbled and honored to stand before you and
on behalf of the citizens of the Palisades and say ' . . thank you
for al you have done to help make the Palisades the finest place
to live and raise families in the entire Washington metropolitan

a.rea.lll
—Stu Ross

Membership Campaign Marchesin LikeaLion

Since December, 93 neighbors have joined the PCA for the  on issues such as the environment, aircraft noise, zoning, traffic,

first time, and 115 neighbors have renewed their membershps.

Theincrease is dueto two initiatives: in
December solicitation letters and sign-
up envelopes were sent to al non-
member households; and in mid January
the 2004 membership campaign kicked-
off with the placement of brochure and
membership envelope racks in
sponsoring businesses along MacArthur
Boulevard. Those businesses also
received a poster to be affixed to the
front window announcing their support
of the campaign.

The membership committee,
comprised of Carolyn Ortwein, Spence
Spencer, Richard Patch, Bill Barnard,
and Bill Smith, set agoa of increasing
membership by at least 10 percent by
June 30. The purpose of the campaign
is to strengthen the PCA’s ability to
advocate on behalf of the community

and taxes through increased revenue and citizen involvement.

During the next three months,
committee members will restock the
brochure racks, and attend the PCA
business committee meetings chaired by
Coltett deChalus Lee, VP Citibank, to
strengthen the PCA’s partnership with
our business community, many of whom
are PCA members and July Four Parade
and Picnic sponsors. If you are currently
a member, please make sure that your
membership statusis current. The date
of your membership expiration is found
on the address label for this newd etter.
If you are not a member of the PCA,
please consider joining us, and ask a
friend or neighbor to join, too!

—Carolyn Ortwein, PCA 1st VP

Palisades resident and Starland Cafe owner Joan
Danoffdisplays PCA Membership Campaign 2004
material.
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committee report:
JULY 4 CELEBRATION

Plans for the July 4 Parade & Picnic are well underway.
The enthusiastic planning committee held its first meeting on
February 18 at Starland Café and determined that, because July
4 falls on a Sunday this year, the parade will start at Noon instead
of 11AM. The committee also hopes to raise enough money to
rent the large 60" x 90' tent again to provide relief during the picnic.
| am a new resident of DC and the Palisades and | am already
head-over-heals in love with it. | wanted to get to know my
neighbors and contribute to the great Palisidian spirit, so | went to
the February 18 meeting. Do you want to get involved, too? The
fun of the July 4 celebration isjust one way that we all benefit from
living in such a strong community, but it takesa LOT of work from
a LOT of people to make it successful. Could you get tent
sponsors? Sell T-shirts? Work a shift at the picnic? Donate
parade prizes? Please call PCA Administrator Anne Ourand,
363-7441,tosignup—your call isvery importanttoall of usliving

in this wonderful community!
—MJ Phelps, mjophelps@yahoo.com

Palisades July 4, 2004
T -S hirt D esign C ontest

(for students in Palisades area schools)

First Place D esigns T -S hirt

and Wins $100 S avings B ond
$50 S avings B ond for Runner U p

C ontest Rules:
use the name Palisades
use the year 2004
maximum of five colors
submt on 8 1/ 2 x 11" white paper
must be Palisades resident

D rop O ff Images by May 7, 2004 at:
Palisades Image C enter
4885 M acA rthur B oulevard

363-7441

Q uestions:

I
palisades PROFILE

Designer with Determination

What does it take to win the Grass Roots Award from the
D.C. Federation of Civic Associations? Well, if you’re Alan
Aiches, the 2003 Awardeg, it takes being willing to field three to
four calls aweek from neighbors worried about zoning infractions,
tree overlay areas, and heavy-handed developersin the Palisades.
And it takes dogged determination to follow through on each
complaint and try to make things right.

For years, the press has been full of stories about the city not
enforcing its own zoning regulations. Alan can—and quickly
will—recitethe Pali sadesaddresses of themany situationshehas
complained about recently to the District. And at a moment’s
notice, he will drive over to try to save huge trees a devel oper finds
“in his way,” which is what happened on my block of Sherier
Place last September. We lost the battle with the devel oper, but
not before Alan did everything he could to stop him.

All the bad news about local development planning, or the
lack thereof, can be so discouraging. Alan looks to the few
success stories to keep his spirits up. Last summer, for instance,
some people on Edmunds Place called about a tree that a neighbor
wanted to take out. Alan talked to the owner, and she agreed to
have the city arborist come out to look at the tree. The arborist
confirmed it was rotten and dangerous, atree removal permit was
issued, and everyone knew that the right steps had been taken.

Volunteering has long been apart of Alan’slife, often for
acrisishot lineor something similar. The Chair of PCA’sZoning
Committee has been a much greater commitment of time, but in
afield nearer and dearer to him and one he works in professionally.
Alan currently runs Aiches Design from his home, consulting on
fine art acquisitions, interior design, and museum exhibitions. In
1997-98 he was the Senior Curator at the National Building
Museum, and for 20 years before that he worked at museumsin
Miami Beach, Raleigh, and Wilmington, NC.

Alan and his wife bought their house on Sherier Place in
June 1997. They fell inlove at first sight with the house, which was
built in 1920. Given Alan’s profession, it would not be an
understatement to say that thishousehasbeen“lovingly restored.”
Alan is quick to point out the original first-growth lumber used to
build it and the clear yellow pine found throughout for all the trim.

“I’m not a preservationist just for the sake of being a
preservationist,” Alannotes. “I likemodernbuildingsjust fine. But
buildings need to be within the scale and context of the surrounding

Continued on page 11
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committee report:

TRAFFIC

In response to regquests by Palisades residents, Lt. Burke,
head of photo radar enforcement for DC, advised us that he is
looking to expand the fixed camera sitesto at least 10 additional
spotsin the next year. His office will look at the roads suggested
by the PCA (Foxhall, MacArthur, and Canal) for fixed camera
sites, especialy Cana Road, where speeds are high and there is
little shoulder room for officersto park cars and monitor traffic.
The number of cars speeding 10+ miles over the limit continues to
be reduced by 79% at enforced locations, with a substantial
reduction in speed-related fatalities over the past year. For site
requests, e-mail Lt. Burke directly, pburke@mpdc.org, or through
the MPD website. Be advised that the photo radar enforcement
office receives as many as 50 requests aweek, and then hasto do

site surveys and schedule the six vehiclesin its rotation.
—Laura Phinizy, PCA Traffic Chair

Foundation IsLaid for
House Tour

The PCA wants to establish a Palisades house tour to:

* raise funds for the PCA,;

* establish another annual Palisades event, along the lines
of the July 4 Celebration and Family Night at the Firestation;

* educate the community about the variety of architectural
styles and history that make the neighborhood unique; and

* gain support from residents to preserve the character,
scale and landscape of the neighborhood.

It would most likely occur on a Sunday afternoon thisfall and
have a modest (suggested) fee of $15-20 per person to view 4 or
5 houses. Thetour will be organized so that the houses are within
easy walking distance of one another. Although each year the tour
will concentrate on one neighborhood, each one will include a mix
of architectural styles (i.e., Tudor Revival, Colonial Revival,
Victorian, Arts and Crafts, Modernist, contemporary).

Homeowners will be approached by the PCA and both
parties will sign asimple letter of agreement laying out mutual
expectations and commitments. Homes and furnishings will be
protected by trained volunteers acting as sitters during the course
of the tours. Interested homeowners and volunteers (see p. 7)
may contact Palisades House Tour Chair Alan Aiches,

aiches@aichesdesign.com, or President Stu Ross.
—Judith Lanius

ART IN THE PALISADES

Through April works by Sheila Rotner will be on display at
the Palisades Post Office. Trained as an architect, Sheila Rotner
has alove of geometry, building materials, and the craft used to
bring them together. In these works painting is combined with
tapestry when canvas or tar paper iswoven into wire mesh and
then painted to create geometries which are at the same time
accessible and mysterious. Rotner recently included some of
these sameworksin ashow entitled “Encounters: New Works”,
which ran from March 5-27 at the Marsha Mateyka Gallery at
2012 R Street NW. The galery’s hours are 11 AM-5 PM,

Wednesday-Saturday.
—Julie Russell

Soul Cage 2, 2003, mixed media, 17" x 17" x 17 ©







