Representing The Greater Palisades Area

PCA General Meeting
• Tuesday, May 4
• 7:30 PM
• Palisades Recreation
Center
• General membership vote
on PCA Officers (see p. 4)
• Colette deChalus Lee and
Joseph Mirarchi of Citibank,
along with Dolly Tucker and
Kirsten Williams of W.C. & A. N.
Miller Realtors, will make a joint
presentation on the real estate
market and lending (commercial
and residential) in the Palisades
Agenda items and order are subject
to change.

Checking Property Taxes,
Appealing Assessments

www.palisadesdc.org
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WASA Meeting Goes Over Like a
Lead Balloon
Several months ago, the DC Water and Sewer Authority scheduled a series of
community meetings for the late winter to explain a proposed rate increase. Oops! Did
that turn out to be a public relations nightmare! On Tuesday, March 2, a whole lot of local
residents, plus people from other parts of the city, turned up at the Palisades Library for
the meeting. And a rate increase was the last thing on their minds.
Much grumbling about the latest scare about lead in our water was heard during
the 25 minutes we had to wait for the speakers to arrive (they were at a command
performance before a City Council Task Force). The fact that WASA had arranged for
only a small room, with just 30 chairs, did not sit well with the 80-100 people who showed
up. At least there were some WASA information people there with laptops who could
look up specific addresses and let us know the material of the service lines leading from
the water mains up to our houses (though it seems even an all-clear for a house may be
misleading).
No doubt WASA has provided everyone in the community with more information
since this March meeting. One important lesson I hope they learned is not to keep
anxious and angry customers jammed into a small, hot room for a half-hour before a
meeting starts!

The DC Council took action at its
January 2004 legislative session to respond
to residents’ concerns about rising property
taxes and reduced the 25% cap on property
tax bills to 12%. The cap applies to your
property tax bill and NOT to the assessed
value of your property. This means that
your property taxes can rise only 12% from
the previous year. In addition, the Council
raised the Homestead Exemption (the
amount of the assessed value that is not
taxed) from $30,000 to $38,000 for owneroccupied property, which will reduce annual
property tax bills by $364.80 instead of
$288. Councilmember Patterson's office
has received several calls from people who
have nevertheless found that the total tax
due on their new bill adds up to more than
a 12% increase. Please re-check the math

Well over 100 people attended WASA’s community meeting on March 2 at the
Palisades Library. WASA representatives included Jerry Johnson, General Manager
and Michael Marcotte, Deputy General Manager and Chief Engineer. Dr. Daniel
Lucey, interim medical examiner for the DC Dept of Health (DOH) and Dr. Lynette
Stokes, Chief of the DOH Bureau of Hazardous and Toxic Substances also attended.
Mr. Marcotte explained that many of the estimated 23,000 houses with lead service lines
were built in the early 1900s, 1930s and during a WWII copper shortage. The pipes in
question are largely residential service pipes under 2 inches in diameter. WASA is
sending letters to all customers who have lead service lines. Top priority for replacing
lead service lines will go to homes with elevated lead levels where there are children
under 6, pregnant women or other health needs. WASA had planned to replace 1600
service lines this year and its Board of Directors has given approval to replace an
additional 500 lines. WASA said its normal procedure is to let people know 45 days
before they plan to do the actual work so property owners can decide if they want to
have WASA or a private plumber also replace pipes on the homeowners’ property at
the same time WASA replaces its lead service lines to individual homes. Homeowners

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 4

—Linda Starke
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BULLETIN BOARD
Wednesday, April 14-May 30: The Puppet Company
Playhouse presents “Cinderella”, Wed, Thu & Fri, 10 &
11:30 AM, Sat & Sun, 11:30 AM & 1 PM, Glen Echo Park,
7300 MacArthur Boulevard, $6, 301-320-6668,
www.thepuppetco.org.
Saturday, April 17-May 23: Adventure Theatre presents
“The Ugly Duckling”, Sat & Sun, 1:30 AM & 3:30 PM,
Glen Echo Park, see above, $7, 301-320-5331,
www.adventuretheatre.org.
Saturday, April 24: St. Patrick's Episcopal Day School
Rummage Sale, 8 AM-2 PM, 4700 Whitehaven Parkway,
buy books, clothes, toys, small furniture and appliances, as
well as coffee, pastries and lunch − all to benefit St.
Patrick’s outreach efforts locally, and its Native American
and Haitian ministries. Donated items are welcome and may
be dropped off inside the front entrance, 342-2800.
Tuesday, April 27: Join the DC Department of Parks and

Title/Entry wall with “Man on a Tightrope” by Gil Garcetti from the "Symphony in
Steel" exhibition at the National Building Museum, Fourth and F Streets NW,
through November. Photos courtesy of Aiches Design.
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Recreation and Green Spaces for DC to consider the future
design of W Street Park, 7 PM, Palisades Library.
Saturday, May 1: the Dentzel Carousel re-opens for its
84th season, Noon-6 PM, Glen Echo Park, see above.
Saturday, May 1 & Saturday, May 8: The Friends of the
Palisades Library Used Book Sale, 10 AM-4 PM,
Palisades Library, 2nd floor, Elinor Tucker, 416-7651.
Sunday, May 2, 9 & 16: To Bee or Not to Bee, learning
about honeybees at Discovery Creek, for nature loving two
and three year-olds with a sense of adventure and a love for
getting down and dirty, classes are designed for one child and
one adult, 9-10 AM, the Historic Schoolhouse, 4954
MacArthur Boulevard, $50 for members, $65 for nonmembers, 337-5111, www.discoverycreek.org.
Sunday, May 2: CROP Walk for Hunger Relief, 2 PM, join
neighbors and church members from Palisades Community
Church, St. David’s, Our Lady of Victory, St. Patrick’s and
Christ United in SE for this fund-raising walk along the C&O
Canal, starting at Our Lady of Victory, 966-7929 for sponosr
forms and information.
Tuesday, May 4: PCA general membership meeting, 7:30
PM, Palisades Rec Center.
Wednesday, May 5: ANC3D Meeting, 7:30 PM, Ernst
Auditorium, Sibley Memorial Hospital.
Thursday, May 6: Time for Twos, 10:30 AM, stories, songs
and rhymes for children 18-36 months, Palisades Library
children’s room, 282-3113.
Thursday, May 6 & Friday, May 7: Artistic Director Natalie
Moffett Smith of DanceSmith collaborates with artist Helene
O'Neill Cobb, composer Charlie Barnett, and choreographer
Tony Powell to present Washington Works II, 8 PM,
George Washington University's Marvin Theater, 800 21st
Street NW, $35, tickets at 432-7328 or
www.ticketmaster.com.
Friday, May 7: National Bike to Work Day, join thousands
of bike commuters for a celebration of clean, healthy and
affordable transportation, with the main celebration occurring
from 8-9 AM at Freedom Plaza, 14th Street and
Pennsylvania Avenue NW, register by April 30 to receive a
free t-shirt and a chance to win free bikes from City Bikes,
628-2500, www.waba.org/new/bwd/index.php.
Friday, May 7: July 4 T-shirt Contest Design deadline,
drop off designs at Palisades Image Center, 4885 MacArthur
Boulevard including name, school, home address and phone
number.
Saturday, May 8: The Friends of the Palisades Library
Used Book Sale (1/2 price day), 10 AM-4 PM, Palisades
Library, 2nd floor, Elinor Tucker, 416-7651.
Tuesday, May 11: July 4 Celebration Committee meeting,
7:30 PM, Starland Cafe, open to all.
Wednesday, May 12: PCA Board Meeting, 7:30 PM,
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from the.......

PRESIDENT'S DESK
Well, we made it through
the winter and it sure is nice to
see everyone outside again.
Happy spring to all of you.
The big news as we go
to press is that St. Patrick's
Episcopal Day School has
purchased the old Brady
Estate / Casey Foundation
property on Foxhall Road.
The school’s purchase means
the four acres of parkland
adjacent to the 16.5 acre tract (that was highly controversial
during the proposal for the new Mayor's residence) will remain
undisturbed and under Federal control, a very big plus for the
neighborhood. While the school is just starting its planning
process, they have made it very clear they look forward to
involving our community in the process. Congratulations to St.
Patrick's.
Palisades Community Church, 5200 Cathedral Avenue, open
to all.
Thursday, May 13: Time for Twos, 10:30 AM, stories, songs
and rhymes for children 18-36 months, Palisades Library
children’s room, 282-3113.
Friday, May 14: Reception for artist Walter Bartman,
founder of the Yellow Barn Studio at Glen Echo Park, the
Orchard Gallery, 7917 Norfolk Avenue, Bethesda, 240-4971912.
Saturday, Mary 15: Potomac River Clean-up sponsored by
the Potomac Conservancy, 9 AM-Noon, volunteers of all
ages are needed to collect trash along the Potomac River at
Fletcher’s Boathouse, rain or shine, Laura Glass,
lglass@micros.com.
Saturday, May 15: An American Girl Party: Kit, 2 PM,
Palisades Library children's room.
Tuesday, May 18: Estate Planning Workshop by Marc W.
Boland and Marvin A. Address, focusing on wills, trusts,
probate, powers of attorney, advance directives, charitable
giving and more, 9:30-11:30 AM, reservations required, 5374362.
Tuesday, May 18: Palisades Readers Book Bingo for
children ages 5-9, 4 PM, win prizes and check out new

I am pleased to report we have a new chairperson for the
Palisades Community Fund. Nancy Hammond, who has been
serving as vice-chair, has agreed to donate even more time to
the Palisades. You may know Nancy and her husband David
as one of the more active real estate teams in the Palisades. As
important, out-going chair Judith Dollemayer has agreed to
now serve as vice-chair. I want to thank Judith for her
distinguished service as chairperson of the PCF and for being
willing to remain on the board.
The memebrship campaign is on-going − please be part
of it by asking your friends and neighbors to join the PCA.
Membership includes special events, including the July 4
Celebration and the upcoming Fall House Tour, monthly
community meetings, a newsletter subscription and, possibly
the most important, an advocacy group for what's special
about living in the Palisades. We have had great merchant
support, so pull a few applications out of our displays and hand
them out.
—Stu Ross, President

books, refreshments, Palisades Library, 282-3139.
Tuesday, May 18: The Palisades Stamp Club, 7:30 PM,
Palisades Library.
Tuesday, May18: The Palisades Book Club, 7:30 PM,
Palisades Library, call 282-3139 for the selection.
Thursday, May 20: Time for Twos, 10:30 AM, stories, songs
and rhymes for children 18-36 months, Palisades Library
children’s room, 282-3113.
Friday, May 21: Dinner & a Movie for the whole family
featuring “Brother Bear” and spaghetti & meatballs, 6 PM,
Palisades Community Church, see above, $10 per adult, $7
for children 13-18, and $5 for children 12 and under, 9667929.
Wednesday, May 26: DC Public Library's DC We Read
book discussion of "Interpreter of Maladies" by Jhumpa
Lahiri, 2 PM, Tenley-Friendship Library, refreshments
provided by Starbucks and Walkers Shortbread,
www.dclibrary.org/dcweread.
Sunday, June 6: The Palisades-Georgetown Lions Club
Flea Market, 10 AM, Wachovia Bank parking lot at
MacArthur Boulevard Arizona Avenue, contact Lee Wilson,
966-4418, to secure vendor space.
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Lead, continued from page 1
are responsible for the cost of replacing the
pipes on their property.
If water in a residence has not been
used for 6-8 hours, WASA still recommends
running the main drinking faucet for
approximately 10 minutes before using the
water. This moves the water around in the
service lines and water resting in pipes in
the house. Let water run at least one
minute from other faucets. Pets can also
suffer from lead ingestion and should be
given fresh water only after running the
faucets. WASA officials also said
homeowners can reduce the need to run
faucets for a full 10 minutes by taking a
shower, doing a load of wash and flushing
a toilet a few times to move the water in the
service lines.
WASA officials also said they plan to
have a recommendation in the next 90 days
on whether other compounds such as
phosphates should be added to the water.
Following that decision, WASA plans a
test of 60-90 days and will make a
recommendation on whether a permanent
change is needed by Fall. In response to a
neighborhood request, Dr. Stokes said
DOH would have a mobile lead test van at

Hardy Recreation Center at Foxhall Road
and Q Street, NW on March 20, 2004.
DOH also said there is no high risk to
bathing young children in tap water or
using tap water in humidifiers.
—Penny Pagano, Ward 3 Councilmember
Kathy Patterson's Chief of Staff, 724-8062

Editor's Note: On March 4, Patterson
was joined by Councilmembers Adrian
Fenty, Sharon Ambrose, and Jack Evans,
to introduce legislation to create a Citizen
Water Utility Board to oversee District
water quality and ensure that consumer
concerns are addressed by WASA.
“We have both a consumer board
and a People’s Counsel serving as
watchdogs over the gas and electric utilities,
and there is no less need for a consumer
voice when it comes to our drinking water,”
Patterson said. “This is one potential solution
for the future, to ensure that we don’t end
up back again where we are today, with
both public health and public confidence at
risk due to the elevated levels of lead
reported in District drinking water.”
The legislation proposes a fivemember Board named by the mayor and
confirmed by the Council to include a public

Officer Elections
On April 6, the PCA Nominating Committee presented the following
slate of Executive Officers for 2004-2005 to the general membership:
President: Stuart Ross
1st VP: Spence Spencer
2nd VP: Carolyn Ortwein
Treasurer: William Barnard
Secretary: Alan Aiches
This will be subject to a vote from the PCA general membership
at the May 4 meeting. Any member may place in nomination the name
of a member from the floor, provided such nomination is properly
seconded.
Direct all questions and indications of interest to the Nominating
Committee Chair at 363-7441 or palisadesdc@hotmail.com.

health professional, a lawyer qualified in
environmental law, an engineer with
experience in water quality and two
residents without specific qualifications.
The bill would require WASA to provide
the Board, on request, with any reports
currently made to the Environmental
Protection Agency.
Under the legislation the board will:
• Periodically investigate and
ascertain the quality of water supplied by
WASA;
• Examine and investigate the
methods employed by WASA related to
the operation of water distribution and
sewage collection, treatment, and disposal
systems under the control of WASA;
• Obtain, inspect, and release to the
public scientific data and protocols
employed by WASA; and
• Ensure that consumer concerns
regarding the quality of the District’s water
supply are addressed.
The legislation was referred to the
Council Committee on Public Works and
the Environment for consideration.
Taxes, continued from page 1
first, but then report any inconsistencies to
the Office of Tax and Revenue at 7274829.
Regarding appeals of assessments
(not taxes) here is information on how to
use your computer to search the Office of
Tax and Revenue’s property assessment
and sales databases. You can check your
own property as well as comparables in
your neighborhood.
Start at
www.cfo.dc.gov and click on Real Property
Service Center, then click on Real Property
Database Search. You can then choose
from Search Real Property Assessment
Database or Search Real Property Sales
Database. (There is also a place to click
for instructions.)
—Penny Pagano, 724-8062,
ppagano@dccouncil.us
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letters to the EDITOR
That was a very comprehensive article on zoning issues...but
it begs the question, what does an ordinary citizen do if we: see
a construction site starting on our street? see trees coming down?
Could (we get) some action tips to help us be zoning “posses” to
our capable zoning "sheriff"?
swclark@earthlink.net
Thank you so very much for (the) comprehensive (zoning)
article in the most recent issue of the Palisades News. My
husband and I have lived in the neighborhood since 1980 and it
sickens me to see what is happening to it. These disgusting
developers are ruining one of the things that makes our neighborhood
special, and the people who are buying these ridiculous (and ugly!)
houses often make little, if any, contribution to the neighborhood.
A perfect example are the five Zucherman houses built a few
years ago down the street from us on Cathedral Avenue. First
they destroy some enormous oak trees, and put up cookie-cutter
suburban houses in a row going up the hill. As with all of us, the
city owns the front embankment, but these people’s reaction to
caring for that space has been “the city owns it; it’s not our
concern”. This started with the developer because I asked the
construction manager once what they were going to be doing with
the over-grown, weed-infested front bank and he said nothing,
since it was city property. I swear, one of these days I’m going
to put a big sign up there saying “Weed Museum”. These people
never shovel their walks, either, but you can be darn sure they get
someone to plough out their driveways for their SUVs and luxury
cars. I will shut up now, but I did want you to know that I
appreciate all the work you are doing dealing with an nonresponsive District agency. Keep up the good work—it is
appreciated!
Library_Hardy@hotmail.com
I recently read an article about the efforts of Alan Aiches
and his Zoning frustration. First I want to say, as a citizen of the
Palisades I appreciate all his efforts. I am a native of Washington
and I live here, too.
The Article mentions a house on Hutchins Place that I am
building. I was very shocked by your remarks. The former
owners tried to seek the option of remodeling the original house.
It was impossible. That is when they decided to sell it. The
foundation was cracked severely. It had 4 feet of water in the
basement and a river under its foundation. I have proof of this. I
had to hire engineers that specialize in this. It was not a frivolous
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ART IN THE PALISADES
During May, recent landscape paintings of Walter Bartman
will be on display at the Orchard Gallery, 7917 Norfolk Avenue,
Bethesda. Bartman is well-known as the founder and director of
the Yellow Barn Studio at Glen Echo Park. He also recently
appeared on CBS' Sunday Morning with Charles Osgood.
Bartman's paintings reflect his complex understanding of color
and his interest in the landscape as the point of departure for his
artwork. Many of the works feature the ever-changing Maryland
landscape from the pastures of Middletown, Maryland to the
Eastern Shore town of Tilghman Island. In addition to the Yellow
Barn and the Orchard Gallery, he has exhibited both nationally and
internationally.
—Julie Russell

decision to tear it down. These people need a voice, they thought
long and hard before giving up. I, too, looked into adding an
addition to the original house. It was impossible. The new design,
which many interested neighbors have seen, is the same lines of
the original. The new owners live in the Palisades.
I contacted the PCA prior to seeking my permit for (bringing
down) the tree. I have proof of all e mails sent and a correspondence
from (PCA past-president) Eric Gaul. I was seeking the advice
of the PCA. I have copies and proof of them. You may visit the
tree permit place or my office where you can have copies of all
the correspondence. Also, we did have an arborist come.
I do not understand why you did not contact me before
writng that newsletter. I am very serious about this point. I also
want to send this letter and all the other items I mention to the
Northwest Current. Why do you think there is such bad relations
Continued on page 8
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neighborhood NOTICES
Come see the wonderful selection in all categories
of books at the Friends of the Palisades Library
Used Book Sale. The sale is on Saturday, May 1 and
again on Saturday, May 8 from 10 AM-4 PM on the 2nd
floor. (May 8 is ½ price day!) Proceeds directly benefit
the programs and collections of the Palisades branch
library, so come buy an armful – or bagful – of books for
a good cause. To volunteer and with questions, contact
Elinor Tucker, 416-7651, or Sarah Ely, 244-4724.
GW's Mount Vernon campus held a multiplevendor Farmer's Market on Wednesday, March 24
from 3-7 PM, featuring fresh fruits and vegetables, baked
goods, photography and jewelry, candles and soaps,
greeting cards and giftware. Free parking was available
in the parking garage with an entrance on Whitehaven
Parkway. Dates are being set for Summer and Fall
markets, possibly to be combined with outdoor films.
Robert Snyder, Director of Marketing, GWU Mount
Vernon Campus, 242-6609
Second district police officers are reporting an
exceptionally large volume of false security alarm
calls. Please be mindful that these false alarms keep
officers from patrolling our streets. Encourage your
neighbors and friends to please be more diligent.
The DC Arts & Humanities Council awarded a
−Hillcrest Neighbors
grant of $1,000 to the PCA−
Through Art Program. The grant came about after the
successful “seeding” of the same project in the amount
of $700 from the Palisades Community Fund, and by
PCF’s agreement to be the titular sponsor of the grant
application. This is just the sort of leveraging that helps
PCF’s money to go further.
Judith Dollenmayer, PCF Chair,
Dollenmayer@reingold.com
Are you concerned by recent reports that tap water
in thousands of District homes contains dangerous
levels of lead contamination, and the impact on your and
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your family’s health (see p. 1)? If so, check out
www.purewaterdc.com, a website and on-line petition
that were launched by two concerned DC residents.
PCA Membership Update: The PCA welcomed
10 new memberships and registered 99 renewals in
April. Has your membership expired? Check your
mailing label on your newsletter and, if expired, send
dues, made out to PCA, to PCA, PO Box 40603, WDC
20016. Thank you for your continued support and a
warm welcome to all new members.
On April 15, 15-year Palisadian and 50-year DC
resident Ruth Koczela was honored as a Super
Senior by the Citizens Advisory Council of Iona Senior
Services for her over 10 years of stellar work repairing
books in her basement workshop for the Palisades
Public Library, F.S.Key Elementary and Hardy Middle
School Libraries. Mrs. Koczela has taped, glued, and
sewn well-loved library books with professional skill and
saved numerous volumes that would otherwise have
been retired. Over the last decade she has repaired an
impressive 1,254 books. She acquired her book
mending skills when her children were students at
Lafayette Elementary School back in the fifties and
continued throughout their years at Wilson High School.
In her spare time, she is an avid bird-watcher, hiker, and
gardener.
Lucy Thrasher, lucy.thrasher@dc.gov
Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic (RFB&D) needs
volunteer readers to help record textbooks for students
who have visual or learning disabilities that prevent
them from reading print. Volunteers are needed once
a week for 90-minute sessions between 3:30 and 7:30
PM. The RFB&D recording studio is located in
Friendship Heights, across from the Metro. Training is
provided. For more information about RFB&D, visit our
national web site, www.rfbd.org.
Laurel Marget, 244-8990, lmarget@rfbd.org
The date has been set for the PCA Fall House
Tour: Sunday, October 17 from 2-5 PM. We’re still
looking for many committee members and volunteers to
make the tour a success and to establish it as a favorite
community event for years to come.
Alan Aiches, aiches@aichesdesign.com
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committee report:
JULY 4 CELEBRATION
The July 4 Parade & Picnic planning is well underway. Just
as a reminder, this year’s parade will start at Noon because July
4 falls on a Sunday. The 2004 Palisades T-shirt Design Contest
has been promoted through fliers sent to Key School, Our Lady of
Victory, Rock Creek International, Georgetown Day School, St.
Patrick’s, Lab School and River School. Designs can be dropped
off by May 7 at the Palisades Image Center at 4885 MacArthur
Boulevard. Remember to label your design with name, address,
school and phone number.
The Parade Committee continues to seek financial support
for the celebration. Letters were mailed just last week to all
Palisades businesses asking for financial support. We are hoping
to again raise enough money to provide for the 60' x 90' picnic tent.
The parade will feature many groups − we've already begun to
confirm and book them, but it's not too late for interested performers
to call 363-7441. We will need volunteers of all kinds to make the
celebration a success − selling T-shirts, hanging up flags and signs
on MacArthur Boulevard, being a parade marshal (a great way to
see the parade up-close), setting up, serving and cleaning up at the
picnic, and many more. Watch for sign-up sheets at PCA
meetings and in the next newsletter. Or if you can't wait, contact
us at 363-7441 or palisadesdc@hotmail.com.
Let's all get more involved in this beautiful community.
MJ Phelps, mjophelps@yahoo.com

KUDOS....
 to Judith Dollenmayer for her many years of
service as the compassionate, creative and very dedicated
chair of the Palisades Community Fund, and for agreeing to
continue to serve on the PCF committee

 to Paul Hagen for leading a team at Lock No. 5
during the Potomac River Clean up on April 3
 to DDOT’s Doug Noble for placing into service a
new left-turn signal heading east (inbound) on MacArthur
Boulevard at Q Street
 to good weather, the many contributors, and
Sally Fallon for the gorgeous, flowering medians and trees
on MacArthur Boulevard

July 4 2003 Tent Sponsors
Safeway Ann Hand
Grand Lodge of FAAM of DC
MacArthur Liquors
Sibley Memorial Hospital

Parade Patrons
CVS
George Washington University
Georgetown Day School
Howard Eales, Inc. HD Johnson, Inc.
Holland Lessard Group
Mindy's Catering
Dr. Dennis O’Leary, DDS
Our Lady of Victory Parker’s Exxon

Parade Sponsors
L'Appetito Chen's Gourmet
French Seams
Jim Johnson Photography
Listrani's Italian Gourmet Mac Market & Deli
Mimi's Convenience Store
Palisades-Georgetown Lions Club
VCA MacArthur Animal Hospital
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Letters, continued from page 5
between builders and this organization? I do not see the
solutions coming from DC Zoning. I see the solutions coming
from the willingness of builders, and this organiztion, to work
together.
In regards to the house I built on Klingle that you speak
of in your article. The (neighbors) were informed prior to the
house next door being torn down. We also met with (neighbors
at their) home(s). The owners of the house also met with the
(neighbors). They were given copies of the proposed plans the
following day. They were dropped off in a 8 1/2 x 14 envelope.
I have never backed off showing any one our designs. The
(immediate neighbor has) since sold thier house and recieved
an excellent contract on its sum. In regards to the tree, we had
two arborists out. The tree was never cared for, pruned,etc.
prior to my arrival. We did everything asked of us in regards

to the tree and its health. I just wish people would have taken an
interest in it years before, as the arborist said is often the case.
Drive by check out the tree. Your facts were wrong. The care
and love of trees has to start years before the builder shows up.
It has to be on going.
Furthermore, when I built the house on University Terrace,
I had a coffee and deserts at my home for all the nieghbors to come
and see the plans. Many people came, (but ) I later read an article
that no one ever knew what was being built until it went up. We
all agreed it was unfair.
I have often said that there is no merit in trying with this
organization. It is defeating to read these things. The results are
the divide of builders and the community. I am treated no different
then the builder who cut the trees down on 2989 Arizona Avenue.
It is unfortunate.
chryssaw@hotmail.com
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