Representing The Greater Palisades Area

PCA General Meeting
• Tuesday, April 5
• 7:30 PM
• Palisades Recreation Center
• Nominating Committee
presents PCA Officers slate for
2005-2006
• Dan Tangherlini, Director of
the Department of Transportation,
will be the guest speaker, talking
about street resurfacing and other
topics (see right)
• General membership vote on
guidelines for Palisades Defense
Fund

Family Day Celebrates
Activities, Carousel
Family Day on Saturday, April 30,
will usher in the 85th season of the historic
Glen Echo Park Dentzel carousel. One of
the Washington area¹s local treasures, the
1921 carousel will be open from April 30
through September 25.
Rides begin at noon, but don't miss a
special National Park Service ranger-led
tour of the carousel and its history from 1111:30 AM.
Family Day, organized by the Glen
Echo Park Partnership for Arts and Culture
Inc., will highlight the full range of activities
offered at the Park. The celebration will
include performances in the one-year-old
Puppet Co. Playhouse and in Adventure
Theatre, outdoor activities sponsored by
Discovery Creek Children¹s Museum, artist
demonstrations, family dances in the
Spanish Ballroom, tours by National Park
Service rangers and 75-cent carousel rides.
Continued on page 7

www.palisadesdc.org

Volume 16 • Number 6 • April 2005

Membership Urges Continued
Support of Radar Program
In the wake of Virginia’s decision not to continue to authorize speed and red-light
cameras, local leaders and news media questioned the merits of DC’s red-light cameras
and photo radar program. Based on overwhelming support in the Palisades for the
programs, PCA Traffic Chair launched a PR and advocacy campaign, including the
following letter to Councilmember Phil Mendelson:
Dear Councilmember Mendelson,
On behalf of the Palisades Citizens Association, I would like to submit these
comments as part of the official record for your hearing of Wednesday, February 23, on
the Metropolitan Police Department’s (MPD) use of red-light and speed cameras in
protecting public safety.
First of all, at the Partnership for Problem Solving meetings with the MPD in 2001,
and in subsequent meetings at 2nd District headquarters, residents of the Palisades
identified traffic hands-down as the number one crime issue in our neighborhood. Why?
First, even though we are a residential area with many children and several elementary
schools, our main residential streets: Arizona Avenue, Loughboro Road, Foxhall Road,
and MacArthur Boulevard, carry an enormous amount of commuter and local traffic —
the DC Traffic Survey of our neighborhood counted the cars on MacArthur Boulevard
alone at 21,000+ cars per day. Second, the width of our streets gives drivers the
impression that they may drive faster, while DDOT regulations prohibit use of traffic
calming measures such as speed humps or curving the roads on our major arteries. Third,
the limited staffing at 2D and the need for two officers to respond to many calls limit the
availability of individual officers to run hand-held radar. Therefore, before photo radar
cars we had high volumes of traffic at high speeds with limited enforcement. This was
not only a quality-of-life issue, but literally a life-or-death issue, with two pedestrians killed
(one on MacArthur at Macomb Street and the other on MacArthur by CVS).
Since the photo radar program began, we have seen a dramatic change in the
behavior of traffic. Most sites monitored by photo radar have seen the number of violators
over 10 mph cut in half. For example, at the 5000 block of MacArthur, the cameras
initially ticketed 60-80 violators (going more than 10 mph over the speed limit) per hour;
recently, the cameras have been ticketing 20-30 per hour. The quality of life in our
neighborhoods has also improved. At an open house on Sherrier a few months ago, I
overheard the real estate agent telling a prospective buyer, “MacArthur used to be a real
speedway, but now that the police have been out, it’s much calmer.” And, most
importantly, we have not had any additional pedestrians fatalities.
You will hear a number of criticisms of the photo radar program, including
Continued on page 5
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BULLETIN BOARD
Saturday, March 5-Sunday, April 10: Adventure Theatre
presents “Winnie the Pooh”, Sat & Sun, 1:30 AM & 3:30
PM, Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Boulevard, $7, 301320-5331, www.adventuretheatre.org.
Monday, March 28: Easter Eggstravaganza, 4 PM, stories,
crafts, egg hunt and more, Palisades Library Children’s
Room, 282-3139.
Tuesday, March 29: Ward 3 meeting on Electric
Deregulation, 7-9 PM, hosted by Kathy Patterson to help
residents better understand the deregulation of electric rates
and increases in consumer utility bills, St. Columba’s Church,
4201 Albemarle Street.
Saturday, April 2: Potomac River Cleanup, coffee and
bagels 8 AM, cleanup 9 AM-Noon, Lock 5 (1/2 mile upriver
from the Chain Bridge), parking from Clara Barton
Eastbound only, wear boots, gloves and tools provided, rain
or shine, Paul Hagen, 789-6022, phagen@bdlaw.com.
Saturday, April 2 & Saturday, April 9: “Plant a Miniature
Fairy Garden” children’s workshop, Noon & 2 PM,
Washington National Cathedral Library, Massachusetts and
Wisconsin Avenues, $5 + materials per child, registration
required and children must be accompanied by an adult, 5376263, vine@cathedral.org.
Saturday, April 2: Annual Samaritan’s Ham & Oyster
Dinner & Bake Sale, 4:45-7 PM, Palisades Community
Church, Memorial Hall, 5200 Cathedral Avenue, $15 for
adults, $4 for ages 6-12, under 6 is free, 966-7929.
Saturday, April 3: British Choir Festival featuring The Choir
of New College, Oxford, 4 PM, Washington National
Cathedral, see above, reservations required, prices vary, 5375527, www.cathedralchoralsociety.org.
Monday, April 4: Prosperity Meditation “Create
Abundance in All Aspects of Life”, 7:30 PM, Institute for
Spiritual Development, 5419 Sherier Place, www.isd-dc.org.
Tuesday, April 5: PCA general membership meeting, 7:30
PM, Palisades Rec Center.
Wednesday, April 6: ANC3D meeting, 7:30 PM, Sibley
Hospital’s Ernst Auditorium.
Wednesday, April 6: Adult Weight Management Program,
informational meeting, 6:30 PM, Sibley Hospital’s private
dining room #1 (next to the cafeteria), open to all, 243-2349,
sscott@sibley.org.
Saturday, April 9: Family Saturday: "Beauty and the
Beasts”, 10-11:30 AM or Noon-1:30 PM, children ages 4-8
will track down imaginary animals that crawl, fly and wind

Volume 16 • Number 6 • April 2005

their ways through the Cathedral and make a craft to take
home, Washington National Cathedral, crypt classroom, see
above, $6 per child, registration required and children must be
accompanied by an adult, 537-2934.
Tuesday, April 12: Cathedral Choral Society presents
“Cathedral Sings”, 7:30 PM, Washington National
Cathedral, see above, open to all, no reservations required, $7
to sing, $5 to listen, $1 score rental, 537-5527,
www.cathedralchoralsociety.org.
Wednesday, April 13: PCA board meeting, 7:30 PM,
Palisades Community Church, see above, open to all.
Thursday, April 14: “Caring for the Caregiver” support
group, 4-5:30 PM, for caregivers of people with Parkinson’s
and other chronic conditions, Sibley Hospital’s Renaissance
Building, Room 1, 364-7602.
Friday, April 15: PCF Spring Grant applications due, must
include name and phone/email of someone who can answer
questions or furnish more details about the project,
postmarked by midnight to PCF, PO Box 40603, WDC
20016, Nancy Hammond, 686-6627, hammondx3@aol.com.
Saturday, April 16 & Monday, April 18: Rummage Sale, 10
AM-3 PM, Palisades Community Church, see above.
Sunday, April 17: Community Preschool of the Palisades
Auction, 5-10 PM, buffet dinner, live and silent auction,
Buffalo Billiards, 1330 19th Street, tickets, 364-8424 or
palisadespreschl@aol.com.
Tuesday, April 19: The Palisades Stamp Club, 7:30 PM,
Palisades Library.
Tuesday, April 19: The Palisades Book Club, 7:30 PM,
Palisades Library.
Wednesday, April 20-Thursday, June 2: The Puppet
Company Playhouse presents “Alice in Wonderland”,
Wed, Thu & Fri, 10 & 11:30 AM, Sat & Sun, 11:30 AM & 1
PM, Glen Echo Park, see above, $7, 301-320-6668,
www.thepuppetco.org.
Thursday, April 21: “Maintaining Your Health while
Living with Parkinson’s” workshop, 10:30-11:30 AM,
Sibley Hospital’s Renaissance Building, Room 1, 364-7602.
Saturday, April 23-Sunday, May 29: Adventure Theatre
presents “The Little Mermaid and the Prince”, Sat &
Sun, 1:30 AM & 3:30 PM, Glen Echo Park, see above, $7,
301-320-5331, www.adventuretheatre.org.
Saturday, April 23: St. Patrick’s Rummage Sale, 8 AM-2
PM, books, clothes, toys, furniture, athletic equipment, coffee
and pastries, lunch and snacks, proceeds benefit St. Patrick’s
outreach ministries, donated items may be dropped off inside
the front entrance, 4700 Whitehaven Parkway, 342-2800.
Tuesday, April 26: July 4, 2005 Parade & Picnic planning
meeting, 7:30 PM, Starland Café, open to all.
Thursday, April 28: Estate Planning workshop, 9:30-11:30
Continued on page 8
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Palisades Community Raises Funds to Rebuild
Elementary School in Indonesia
The Palisades community came together this spring to help rebuild a community in need. An outstanding fundraising effort
culminated this month with a series of three Indonesian cultural performances that netted a total of over $25,000. The money will go
to Nurani Dunia, an Indonesian NGO, to help rebuild one of the over 900 elementary schools in Aceh Province, Indonesia that were
devasted by the December 26 tsunami that struck the area.
The first of these took place on Friday, March 4 in the Key School cafeteria. Approximately 300 people packed the house to
experience Indonesian music and dance firsthand, and to show their support for the building of a sister school in Indonesia’s Aceh
Province. The performance featured Key School students, local Indonesian dancers, and Didik Nini Thowok, an acclaimed Indonesian
performer who delighted the audience with his charming character dances. Didik's performance included on-stage costume changes,
Oriental masks, and a whole host of other colorful and dramatic movements.
Two other performances took place as part of the fundraising effort – a gala performance at the Carnegie Institution on Saturday,
March 5, and a lunchtime performance at the IMF on Monday, March 7. The Saturday evening performance included an authentic
Indonesian buffet and wines poured from a variety of East and West Coast vineyards, who donated over $7000 of wine for the evening.
The food was donated by workers and associates of the Indonesian Embassy.
“After the tsunami hit, I think the whole Key family was moved to do something,” says Susi Haworth, co-chair of the organizing
committee. “And I think we all felt that we could make the greatest impact by rebuilding a school. A school is not only a place of
learning, but it is also a community center. It is a place where people can come together to focus on their future. This is what we
wanted to give the people of Aceh.”
Margie Palm, co-chair, explained that in addition to helping to build the school, Key will also have a sister-school relationship
with the new school. “Our
children will be able to be pen
pals with the children of the
school in Aceh, and we’ll
have
a
tremendous
opportunity for increasing
cross-cultural understanding
between
our
two
communities. And just think
– maybe some of our families
will be able to take a field trip
there someday!”
The
organizing
committee will continue to
solicit matching grants from
large donors in hopes of
raising a total of $100,000 –
enough to rebuild one school.
If you or your
company would like to make
a donation, please contact
Susi Haworth, 338-1373.
—Catherine Stirling
Francis Scott Key Elementary students Jane Stirling, Priscilla Felten, Victoria Haworth, Sophia Boyer, Claire Wolfert, Eleanor
Haworth and Francesca Boyer performed a traditional children’s dance from Aceh, the area hardest hit by the tsunami.
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committee report:
ZONING
Following the PCA general membership’s vote of support
for the Carome appeal of the issuance of permits for the 4825
Dexter Terrace structure permitted as a “retaining wall” at the
February meeting, the PCA Board voted on February 18 to file its
own appeal of the general building permit for the property issued
on December 20, 2004. The appeal, #17311, was filed by the
PCA on February 18. It argues against construction of “an
oversized, non-compliant house that is causing injury to the
surrounding neighborhood and adjacent parkland. These areas
are served by the PCA, and many PCA members live in or
frequently visit these areas.” PCA President Stu Ross observed
the “what has happened at 4825 Dexter Terrace is emblematic of
what has happened in the Palisades far too often. A terrible

July 4 2004
Tent Sponsors
Safeway, 337-5649
CVS, 965-6546
DC Boathouse, 362-2628
Economides Development, 362-2628
Grand Lodge of FAAM of DC, 686-1811
Inst. for Spiritual Development, 362-2456
MacArthur Liquors, 338-1433
Makin & Assoc. of Remax One, 678-2697
Parker’s Exxon, 337-3144
Sibley Memorial Hospital, 537-4000

Parade Patrons
Bambu Restaruant, 364-3088
Chryssa Wolfe:Hanlon Design, 244-2942
Dr. Dennis O’Leary, DDS, 966-8108
Dorothy Holland Lessard, 362-8454
Georgetown Day School, 333-7727
HD Johnson, Inc., 244-6555
Howard Eales, Inc., 363-4088
Mauck, Zantzinger & Assoc., 363-8501
Our Lady of Victory, 337-4835
Palisades – Georgetown Lions Club, 966-4418
St. Patrick's Episcopal Day School, 342-2804

mistake has been made, one that the PCA can help to remedy.”
A hearing date has not been set for the appeal, but DC
Office of Zoning officials estimate that a hearing will take place
the second half of May. It is anticipated that the matter will be
taken up before ANC 3D at its May meeting. The Wesley
Heights–Spring Valley Citizens Association and the Wesley
Heights Historical Society have offered to co-sponsor the
complaint, and the Chain Bridge Road University Terrace
Association has also expressed its strong support for the filing.
The PCA, as a neighborhood association, has the right to file
appeals without paying the $800 fee normally collected. PCA
neighbors were updated as to the status of the appeal at the March
meeting by Spence Spencer.
The PCA appeal states that the decision to grant the permit
appears to have been in error. The appeal notes that DCRA erred
in permitting for several reasons, including:

• The mass and height of the building, as permitted, does
not comply with the restrictions of the Wesley Heights Overlay
District and excessively blocks light and air from adjacent public
and private property;
• The height of the building, including chimneys and other
above-roof projections, does not comply with the height restrictions
of the Zoning Code and the number of stories of the building
exceeds the maximum number of stories allowed; and
• DCRA did not properly determine whether the gross
floor area of the building, both separately and along with accessory
structures, complies with the maximum permitted under the
Wesley Heights Overlay.
In the appeal, the PCA reserved the right to assert additional
grounds after DCRA provides the public with information that it
has not made available concerning its administrative decisions and
actions relating to the subject property.
Carome Appeal Update
At a March 15 BZA hearing, appellant Pat Carome took up
the permitting of the 4825 Dexter Terrace “retaining wall”, and
laid out his case why the “walled platform structure violates the
zoning code, building code, as well as the Wesley Heights
Overlay." Following questions by BZA members, counsel for
owners Frank and Dina Economides, Richard Aguglia, and
DCRA Counsel Lisa Bell cross examined Mr. Carome. The
matter will be taken up by the BZA again on April 5. Carome's
wife Elsie built a scale model of the property that was highly useful
in the presentation.
—Spence Spencer, 1st Vice President
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Radar, continued from page 1
that it violates constitutional rights, is only a revenue
generator for the city, and discriminates against MD/VA
drivers. These claims are riddled with errors. First, a
violation of privacy presumes that someone is monitoring
an activity for which you have a reasonable expectation of
privacy. The choice of music you listen to in your car is a
private matter; speeding down public streets in a 3200pound vehicle that has the potential to cause harm to both
life and property is not. Second, when measured per photo
radar car per location, the longer the program runs, the
LESS revenue it generates for the city, because drivers
learn that the city means business. I cannot tell you the
number of people who say, “I got one ticket from the speed
cameras.” Notice that they said one ticket because now
they have changed their habits. Third, to those who claim
that the cars discriminate against out of state drivers, we
say “hogwash.” The cameras can’t tell the difference
between a MD/VA/DC tag any more than they can tell a
difference between a blue and a red car.
To make the program even more effective, we would like to
encourage a less predictable placement of cars. In the past, cars
have been placed at given locations for the same time of day, same
days of the week, for months at a time. With too regular placement
of the cars, some drivers learn the placement of the car and slow
down only in that location. Psychology tells us that intermittent
reinforcement, not regular reinforcement, is the best way to
produce a given behavior. Having the cars placed more randomly
would encourage drivers to slow down on all roads, at all times —
the very behavior that the radar cars are designed to elicit.
Both the statistics and the anecdotal evidence show that the
cars contribute to increased safety and an improved quality of life.
We look forward to your full and continued support of the photo
radar program.
Pedestrian Safety Campaign Launched
STOP! As of March 15, drivers in DC will have to stop, not
yield, for pedestrians in crosswalks. Violators may face up to a
$500 fine and 30 days in jail. As you drive around the neighborhood,
pay attention to crosswalks — some are better striped and marked
with signs than others. With the freezing weather almost behind
us, DDOT will soon be able to restripe worn crosswalks and install
pedestrian crossing signs. You can help by reporting undermarked crosswalks to the Mayor’s Call Center at 727-1000 or by
filing a service request online at http://src.dc.gov/ccc/ccclogin.asp.
Palisades Pothole Contest
Potholes are back with a vengeance this year. In an effort

palisades PROFILE
Cooking with Hector
Are you stuck for an idea for your next birthday party for
nine-year-olds? Try a cooking class—at a real restaurant. Hector
Playuk, the chef-owner of Cafe Ettore, recently hosted just such
an event for some neighborhood girls. They loved seeing what
goes on behind the scenes at a restaurant, he reports. (Of course,
boys might also love to learn how to be a chef, but truth be told,
his last two classes have been all girls.) Classes for up to 10 adults
are also available at Saturday lunchtime, at $80 per person—and
that includes eating what he’s taught you to prepare.
Cafe Ettore opened in September 2004, and Hector plans to
stay here for a long time. (Ettore, by the way, is Hector in Italian.)
He likes the Palisades so much that he and his wife hope to buy
a condo in the neighborhood. Before opening his own restaurant,
he worked at the trendy Cafe Milano in Georgetown and at the
Ritz-Carlton.
The restaurant features southern Italian cuisine, and the
menu changes every three months. Hector claims he is not in
competition with Listrani’s and L’Appetito, both nearby, which
also have many Italian dishes. His is a unique cuisine, he claims,
and the menu supports this. Monk fish Saltimbocca, for instance,
is not something you are likely to find down the street. And if you
want to have a birthday party for adults at Cafe Ettore, they will
serve you a chocolate soufflé with a candle.
A recent development is their corporate menu, for business
clients or the next party in your own home. A takeout menu is also
available. But if you want to eat at Cafe Ettore, make sure to call
for a reservation on Friday and Saturday evenings. Lunch
sandwiches and entrees are $6–15; dinner entrees run from $15
to $25.

♦ Open for lunch 11:30-2:30 Tuesday-

Friday; open for dinner 5:30-10 Sunday, and
Tuesday-Thursday, until 11 on Friday &
Saturday; closed Mondays; 5120 MacArthur
Boulevard; 244-0054
—Linda Starke

to get DDOT to make necessary street repairs, we would like to
submit a “Top Ten Potholes of the Palisades” list to DDOT.
Submit your most egregious examples to PCA Administrator
Anne Ourand, palisadesdc@hotmail.com, by April 15. Potholes
will be ranked on breadth, depth, and ability to inflict damage.
—Laura Phinizy, Traffic Chair
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neighborhood NOTICES
Developer Morton Bender has filed an application
with the BZA for theoretical subdivision of the property
on Chain Bridge Road between MacArthur and
Loughboro. The application states its purpose is “to
allow 13 detached single family dwellings on a single
subdivided lot . . . including approval of two sixteen foot
roadways.” The “estimated construction cost” is
$30,000,000. The application was assigned file number
17309 by the BZA and a hearing date has been set for
April 26. However, review of the application indicates
that a number of studies necessary to support the
application have not been filed. The PCA intends to
seek party status although no position has yet been
approved by the PCA and it was the sense of the Board
of the PCA at its March 9 meeting that the PCA should
not take a position until all relevant studies by the
applicant and opponents have been studied by the PCA
zoning committee. The property is within the Chain
Bridge Road and University Terrace tree and slope
overlay.
Bob Sussman, Chair, Bob.Sussman@LW.com,
Bill Barnard, Vice Chair, nevisbill@aol.com, of the
CBR/UT Preservation Committee

of March. Subsequent to the approval, it will take four
weeks to manufacture the metal signs. The cost of two
signs to be located at the Loughboro and Foxhall
intersections of MacArthur Boulevard will be
approximately $8,000, with $2,000 to be spent on a
traffic control plan required by DDOT. PCA Treasurer
Bill Barnard and PCF Chair Nancy Hammond are
investigating how to solicit tax-deductible contributions
to PCF for the signs. An unveiling ceremony at
Loughboro and MacArthur is tentatively set for Saturday
May 21 at 10 AM. Kathy Patterson, ANC3D Chair Alma
Gates, all other ANC 3D commissioners, and the Mayor
have been invited for the ceremony.
Spence Spencer

Wilson High School’s PTA is hosting its first
annual Benefit Golf Tournament on Monday, May 2
at the P.B. Dye Golf Club, ranked among the Top 15
courses in Maryland by Golf Digest. The course is
located just off I-270 at exit 22 north of Germantown
(301-607-4653, www.pbdyegolf.com). Register as an
individual or a foursome, sponsor a hole, or just sponsor
the event to ensure that Wilson may continue to offer its
award-winning programs. The $150 entrance fee per
person covers golf, cart rental, range balls, a box lunch
and dinner. Prizes will be awarded. For more information
or to register, contact Dennis Beaufort at 244-0770,
703-502-1378, kcrdlb@verizon.net. Mail your
registration fee and information or donations to: Wilson
Fletcher’s Boat House is changing ownership, High School Benefit Golf Tournament, c/o Dennis
but the National Park Service is planning to keep Beaufort, 4441 Windom Place, NW, WDC 20016.
Fletcher’s as a picnic/boat/fishing venue. In a letter from
Jack Koczela
President Stu
Ross, the PCA
Kevin Morison, Director of Corporate
formally requested Communications for the Metropolitan Police
to be updated on Department, is looking for names of people who
future plans and support the photo radar speeding program. If you
developments at would be willing to give out your name, please contact
the site.
him at kevin.morison@dc.gov.
We are still
awaiting permits
from DC’s Public
S p a c e
Commission for
the Palisades
Gateway Signs,
which is anticipated by the end

PCA Membership Update: The PCA welcomed
two new memberships and registered 23 renewals in
March. Has your membership expired? Check your
mailing label on your newsletter and, if expired, send
dues, made out to PCA, to PCA, PO Box 40603, WDC
20016. Thank you for your continued support.
The MacArthur commute is challenging enough with
delivery trucks blocking lanes and pedestrians crossing
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between intersections. Too often, pets on the loose add
to the confusion. Many of us who live close to MacArthur
and other well-traveled side streets must drive cautiously
for a variety of reasons, but small animals on the loose
is one of them. In the past year, my husband and I and
neighbors have returned several dogs to their owners .
. . but not all animals are so lucky. Here are some tips
to keep your animals close to home and keep them
out of harm's way:
• Pets must always have identification in the form
of collars and tags.
• It’s also helpful to let your neighbors meet and be
familiar with your pets.
• Keep your cats indoors and provide an adequate
enclosed area for your dog away from heavy traffic.
• Consider getting your animals microchipped.
Be a responsible guardian to minimize the risk that
your beloved companion ends up at DC Animal Control,
miles away, or seriously injured!
Kate Mindlin
Many thanks to all who offered pictures, memories
and other helpful information for the neighborhood
history book. The pictures will be returned at the end
of the writing phase (soon to be over). If you would like
your material earlier, or have questions, please email
me with "Pal Pix" in the subject line. Thanks again!
Alice Stewart, madali1960@aol.com
DC’s Office of Tax and Revenue (OTR) mailed new
assessment notices effective for taxes starting
March 2006. Daniel L. Black, Jr., deputy chief financial
officer for the city said, “these assessment reflect the
strong real estate market the District has experienced
over the past several years.” Proposed assessments of
DC properties increased about 15% over the previous
year’s assessment. OTR says that the District’s owneroccupied real property tax rate continues to be the
lowest in the Washington metropolitan area at 96 cents
per $100 of assessed value. Arlington County has
reported the increase in residential assessments to be
24% over 2004 assessments. A portion of Montgomery
County, not reassessed for the past three years,
increased 65.1% for residential properties, which
equates to an annualized rate of about 21%. Maryland’s
annualized statewide increase over last year’s
assessments is 15.5%. Appeals of the proposed
Continued on page 8

KUDOS....

 to everyone who offered pictures, memories and
other helpful information to Alice Stewart for the updating of
our neighborhood history book.
 to Mat Thorp, Chair, PCA Aircraft Noise
Committee, for his tireless work representing the Palisades
on the Part 150 Advisory Committee studying aircraft routes
and noise reduction at Reagan National Airport. The
committee recently adopted much of what the PCA was
advocating, and is moving toward having all planes use the
less-invasive Potomac River flight path.

Family Day, continued from page 1
Family Day activities will take place all day long and into the
evening.
One highlight of the evening will be "An Evening with
Strauss Ball” benefit waltz dance in the Spanish Ballroom,
featuring the ensemble “Old Vienna". There will be Viennese
dance lessons from 8-9 PM, waltzing from 9 PM-Midnight, and
carousel rides for dancers until 11 PM. The net proceeds from the
dance, $15 per person, benefit the Park.
In 2003, the Park completed a 20-year restoration of the
antique hand-carved carousel; the latest phase of the carousel's
renovation is the ride¹s refurbished exterior. Additional work on
the carousel floor and band organ will be completed in the fall.
Known as a "menagerie carousel", the Glen Echo ride
includes 40 horses, four rabbits, four ostriches, a giraffe, a deer,
a lion and a tiger. It also features two circus chariots.
Once again, mother and son team Irene and Max Hurley will
be on hand to operate the carousel as they have for more than 25
years. Irene, 83, is best known for selling tickets and ensuring the
safety of all patrons by enforcing the rule that "everyone under
eight must be accompanied by a paying adult." Max collects
tickets, helps maintain the ride and is responsible for the music
selections, which range from Big Band to Disney. Irene¹s
relationship with the Park goes back to the 1940s, when she went
to dances there. In the 1950s, like so many other families, the
Hurleys rode the trolley to Glen Echo where young Max would
enjoy the carousel.
The carousel will be open on Wednesdays and Thursdays
from 10 AM-2 PM and on Saturdays and Sundays from Noon-6
PM until June 30. In July and August, it will also be open on Fridays
from 10 AM-2 PM. In September, the ride operates Saturdays
and Sundays from Noon-6 PM. The 75-cent tickets may be
purchased on site.
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Notices, continued from page 7

Bulletin Board, continued from page 2

assessments for 2006 should be filed with OTR on or
before April 1, 2005. The appeal forms allow you to
choose (1) a written appeal with no meeting with the
assessor, (2) a telephone hearing or, (3) an in-person
hearing with the assessor. You can get forms from
OTR by calling 727-4829 or by downloading them
from www.cfo.dc.gov/otr. Assessment information
about your property and comparable properties can
be found on the OTR website at www.cfo.dc.gov/
services/tax/property/database.shtm or you can call
727-9138 for assistance. Residents who disagree
with the results of this first level appeal may file an
appeal with the Board of Real Property Assessments
and Appeals (BRPAA). DC Council passed
legislation sponsored by Councilmember Patterson
that would require OTR to use the BRPAA decision
as the baseline for the next year’s assessment. The
legislation is undergoing Congressional review and
expected to become law shortly.
from Kathy Patterson’s E Newsletter, 3/4/05

AM, small group seminar on wills, trusts, advance
directives, charitable giving, presented by Marc Boland,
Esq., Sibley Hospital, reservations required, 537-4362.
Saturday, April 30: Blue Sky Puppets presents “Rufus”,
10:30 AM, interactive puppet showed for pre-schoolers,
Palisades Community Church, see above, $5 per person.
Saturday, April 30: Family Day at Glen Echo Park, 11
AM-6 PM, performances, activities, demonstrations,
dances and the opening of the Dentzel Carousel, Glen
Echo Park, see above, (see p. 1).
Monday, May 2: Benefit Golf Tournament for Wilson
High School, 1 PM shotgun start, P.B. Dye Golf Club, off
I-270 at exit 22 (www.pbdyegolf.com), $150 entrance fee
per person, Dennis Beaufort, 244-0770, 703-502-1378 or
kcrdlb@verizon.net, (see p. 7).
Tuesday, May 3: PCA general membership meeting,
7:30 PM, Palisades Rec Center.
Saturday, May 14: The Woodley Ensemble presents
“Ave Maria”, 8 PM, St. Columba’s Church, see above,
$25, reservations required, 822-6221,
www.woodleyensemble.org.

The Palisades Citizens Association Membership: Individual: $15; Household: $25; Sponsor: $50; Patron: $100.
To join, or for additional information, contact Administrator as listed below.
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