Representing The Greater Palisades Area

PCA General Meeting
• Tuesday, June 7
• 7:30 PM
• Palisades Recreation Center
• DCRA Director Patrick
Canavan (see below)
• Solutions to the ‘Sticker
Shock’ of Electricity Deregulation,
a presentation by Lawrence
Jones and Brian Edmonds of the
Office of the People’s Counsel

DCRA Director to Explain,
Defend Agency
Acting Director Patrick Canavan of
the Department of Consumer and
Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) will speak
with Palisades neighbors at the PCA's
June general membership meeting. Issues
to be addressed include zoning violations in
the Palisades, the rights of renters, DCRA
reform, and steps DCRA is taking in the
permitting and inspection process to combat
overdevelopment and violations of DC
laws and regulations.
DCRA’s mission is to ensure the
health, safety, and economic welfare of
District residents through licensing,
inspection, compliance, and enforcement
programs. DCRA regulates business
activities, land and building use, construction
safety, historic preservation, rental housing
and real estate, and occupational and
professional conduct within the District.
DCRA takes legal action against businesses
and individuals who violate District laws,
and works to prevent the occurrence of
illegal, deceptive, and unfair trade practices
through education and public awareness
programs.

www.palisadesdc.org
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Small Town Charm Defines July 4 Parade, Picnic
In the four decades of its existence, the Palisades Fourth of July parade has
maintained a small-town charm, allowing Palisades residents to celebrate our nation’s
birthday in their own unique way. If you want to know what it means that living in the
Palisades is like living in a small town within a big city, then you really should check out
the annual parade and picnic this July 4, which is now is its 39th year.
Another similarity to 1966: our residents remain the lifeblood of the parade and
picnic. We hope you are making plans to either participate in the parade or come and
enjoy the festivities. This year, we look forward to welcoming back to the parade The
DC Different Drummers, the United Horsemen’s Association and the Washington
Scottish Bagpipers, along with some new groups.
We’d
like to see
m o r e
neighborhood
floats and
groups, so get
together with
your friends
and neighbors
and come up
with a reason
– any reason
– to march.
There is no
f o r m a l
registration process; just show up at the line-up. We encourage you NOT to bring cars
as the parade is getting too long and slow with so many vehicles. Please walk: it’s good
for you! Prizes will be awarded following the parade at the picnic.
The parade will start at 11 AM, rain or shine on Monday, July 4, at the foot of
Whitehaven Parkway and MacArthur Boulevard. Line-up begins on Whitehaven at 10
AM in the order in which people appear. No commitments about marching order are
ever given and Parade Marshals Fred Pelzman and David Mitchell are the only persons
authorized to change the marching order.
The parade concludes with a free picnic with food, drink, moon-bounces, face
painting, pony rides, live music and a host of other activities at the Palisades Recreation
Center on Sherier Place. Thanks to the many Palisades businesses who support our
event, we will once again have the 60' x 90' tent. Let’s hope we don’t have a repeat
performance of last year when the heavens opened up soaking everyone to the bone!
Continued on page 4
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BULLETIN BOARD
Thursday, June 2: Continuing legal education class on
"Conservation Easements" sponsored by the Potomac
Conservancy, 11:45 AM-2 PM, Bavarian Inn,
Shepherdstown, WV, registration required, $20 includes
lunch, richards@potomac.org.
Sunday, June 5: Community Flea Market sponsored by the
Palisades / Georgetown Lions Club, 10 AM-4 PM, Wachovia
Bank parking lot, MacArthur Boulevard and Arizona
Avenue, crafts, antiques, dealers, bake sale, food and drink,
spaces available for $28 each, Lee Wilson, 966-4418, or Bob
Titus, 737-7888.
Monday, June 6: Deadline to submit written testimony
from residents and community groups on the Army Corps'
proposal to build a "dewatering" plant behind Sibley Hospital
and truck sludge out of the neighborhood. (see p. 5)
Monday, June 6: Prosperity Meditation "Create
Abundance in All Aspects of Life", 7:30 PM, Institute for
Spiritual Development, 5419 Sherier Place, www.isd-dc.org.
Tuesday, June 7: PCA general membership meeting, 7:30
PM, Palisades Rec Center.
Wednesday, June 8-Sunday, July 17: The Puppet Company
Playhouse presents “Little Red Riding Hood and the
Three Little Pigs”, Wed, Thu & Fri, 10 & 11:30 AM, Sat
& Sun, 11:30 AM & 1 PM, Glen Echo Park, 7300
MacArthur Boulevard, $7, 301-320-6668,
www.thepuppetco.org.
Wednesday, June 8: PCA board meeting, 7:30 PM,
Palisades Comm. Church, 5200 Cathedral Ave., open to all.
Saturday, June 11: Lawyers Have Heart XV, 10K run & 3K
fun walk, benefiting the American Heart Association, 8 AM,
Washington Harbor, Georgetown, 703-914-3710,
www.runlhh.org.
Saturday, June 11: Ballet Petite & Youth Performing Arts
School present "The Velveteen Rabbit", 2 PM & 5:30
PM, McDonald Recital Hall, American University, $8.
Saturday, June 11-Sunday, July 17: Adventure Theatre
presents “Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No
Good, Very Bad Day”, Sat & Sun, 1:30 AM & 3:30 PM,
Glen Echo Park, see above, $7, 301-320-5331,
www.adventuretheatre.org.
Sunday, June 19: Citizens Association of Georgetown
Summer Concerts in the Parks, featuring Zydeco Crayz,
4:30 PM, Rose Park, 26th & P Streets, 337-7313.
Tuesday, June 21: The Palisades Stamp Club, 7:30 PM,
Palisades Library.
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Tuesday, June 21: The Palisades Book Club, 7 PM,
Palisades Library.
Tuesday, June 21: Summer Solstice Service, 7:30 PM,
Institute for Spiritual Development, see above.
Saturday, June 25: “Glen Echo: Then and Wow,” Noon-6
PM, kiddie rides, arcade games and the Carousel, 7-9 PM
fundraiser reception, 9 PM-Midnight, swing dance, prices
vary, (301) 634-2222 or www.glenechopark.org.
Monday, July 4: 39th Annual PCA July 4 Parade & Picnic,
11 AM, parade begins at Whitehaven Parkway and proceeds
up MacArthur Boulevard to Dana Place, ending at the
Palisades Park & Recreation Center for food, drinks,
moonbounce, parade awards, entertainment and more.
Wednesdays, July 6-August 31: LapTime, 10:30 AM, ages 324 months, Palisades Library Children's Room, 282-3139.
Saturday, July 9: The Potomac Conservancy's 6th annual
Member Appreciation Picnic, 4-8 PM, Carderock
Pavilion, Carderock, MD, www.potomac.org.
Sunday, July 10: Citizens Association of Georgetown Summer
Concerts in the Parks, featuring The Davey Yarborough
Quartet, 4:30 PM, Volta Park, 34th & Q Streets, 337-7313.
Mondays, July 11-August 29: PreSchool Stories, 10:30 AM,
ages 2-4, Palisades Library Children's Room, 282-3139.
Tuesday, July 19: BZA Hearing on Bender Proposal to
develop the former Murphy Estate, 1-6 PM, 441 Fourth
Street, Room 210 South, Bob Sussman, 686-1460. (see p. 7)
Tuesday, July 19: The Palisades Stamp Club, 7:30 PM,
Palisades Library.
Tuesday, July 19: The Palisades Book Club, 7 PM,
Palisades Library.
Tuesday, July 19: St. Patrick’s MacArthur Campus
quarterly community meeting, 7:30 PM, 4925 MacArthur
Boulevard, open to all, 342-2804, neighbors@stpatsdc.org.
Wednesday, July 20-Sunday, September 4: The Puppet
Company Playhouse presents “Dinosaur Book of
World Records”, Wed, Thu & Fri, 10 & 11:30 AM, Sat &
Sun, 11:30 AM & 1 PM, Glen Echo Park, see above.
Thursday, July 21: Cathedral Choral Society presents
Gounod's "St. Cecilia Mass”, 7:30 PM, Washington
National Cathedral, Massachusetts and Wisconsin Avenues,
free and open to the public, 537-5527,
www.cathedralchoralsociety.org.
Saturday, July 30-Sunday, September 4: Adventure Theatre
presents “Hyronomous A. Frog The Frog Prince”, Sat
& Sun, 1:30 AM & 3:30 PM, Glen Echo Park, see above.
Tuesday, August 16: The Palisades Stamp Club, 7:30 PM,
Palisades Library.
Saturday, August 20: The Eric Felten Jazz Orchestra
Swing Dance, 8-9 PM dance lesson, 9 PM-Midnight, big
band music and dancing, Glen Echo Park, see above, Spanish
Ballroom, $13, www.ericfelten.com.

The Palisades Citizens Association

from the.......

PRESIDENT'S DESK
I can’t express what an
honor it is to be your new president,
and I can’t begin to thank outgoing
President Stu Ross and all the
other volunteers who have made
the PCA the dynamic and positive
organization that it is. The PCA is
recognized and acknowledged
across the District, from Dalecarlia
to Anacostia.
Over the past two years Stu
laid the groundwork for even more success. Most recently,
working with Treasurer Bill Barnard, the rest of the board, and
other neighbors, Stu worked to establish the Palisades Defense
Fund. This fund will help the PCA respond quickly and
competently to challenges facing our neighborhood, from
developers violating DC laws and regulations, to addressing
aircraft noise issues, to protecting our parks. Hopefully the fund
will make someone think twice and deter negative actions. But
if not, the PCA is ready to do the hard work to defend the qualities
that make this neighborhood the best place to live in Washington.
We can thank Stu for this new tool.
In the coming months we can build on initiatives like the
Defense Fund, while emphasizing the PCA’s relevance and
utility to the neighborhood. The PCA is a volunteer organization.
One hundred percent of our effectiveness is derived from
neighbors who are willing to take their personal time to work for
the community. I urge every PCA member to get involved in any
one of the committees that support our neighborhood, from
traffic to taxes. Institutions like the Palisades Community Fund
provide grants that make the Palisades a better place to live, and
deserve our unqualified support. Our monthly meetings at the
Rec Center provide a focal point for getting involved.
The PCA can send a positive message and be responsive
to the needs of a rapidly changing neighborhood in a number of
ways:
• This year the Palisades Park will get a $1.2 million
makeover thanks to the efforts of Kathy Patterson and DC
Parks and Recreation, the hard work of Jimmy Ervin, and other
volunteers. This effort will begin this summer and will make
lasting improvements in our and our children's lives.
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• We will also hold the 39th Palisades Fourth of July
Celebration. Over 3500 people from all over town come to the
parade and picnic, which has been covered in publications from
The Washington Post to London’s Financial Times. The
parade has steadily grown over the year – the Masons will be
grilling over 3000 hot dogs for the picnic – and in many ways the
parade is the Palisades’ public face to the rest of Washington.
We can take pride in all the work being accomplished by people
like David Mitchell, Fred Pelzman, Anne Ourand, Eric Gaull,
Kathryn McDonnell, Linda Starke and all the volunteers who
make this such an affirmative and visible event for our community.
• The Palisades hosts a number of Washington’s best
educational institutions, and these schools also make the Palisades
a better place to live. The Key School has award-winning
teachers and even better students. St. Patrick’s, the Lab
School, and Georgetown Day School are all contributors to the
community, even down to supporting events like the July Fourth
parade and Family Night at the Fire Station. We should salute
their contributions to our community. New 2nd Vice President
Laura McGiffert Slover will coordinate the PCA’s work with all
of these institutions as chair of the education committee.
• Our parks and the environment should also be a priority.
The question of how residuals from the Dalecarlia Water
Treatment Plant will be addressed is one fraught with issues for
our community – as Sibley Hospital considers further expansion,
should a large processing facility be built in our neighborhood?
How many additional trucks can lumber down MacArthur
Boulevard? What long term options are available that minimize
the damage to our roads and parks? We can also highlight
upbeat aspects of life in the Palisades, such as the volunteer
maintenance of the grass and trees on the medians of MacArthur
Boulevard. Nick Kaufmann and Stu Ross are currently
involved in working with all the parties on the residuals question.
• Under the leadership of Laura Phinizy, we have taken
real steps to address traffic concerns. Reducing the speed of
traffic on MacArthur is one such accomplishment. More
recently we have begun a dialogue with the DC Department of
Transportation (DDOT) on getting our streets repaved. The
folks at DDOT are now working to get several streets in the
Palisades paved this year, including Sherier Place, Potomac,
and 49th Streets. In the coming months we want to expand our
dialogue with DDOT and make sure that the city honors its
promises. Meanwhile, we will remain vigilant on matters such
as the status of the Whitehurst Freeway, closely cooperating
with our friends and colleagues at ANC 3D.
Continued on page 8
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July 4, continued from page 1

palisades PROFILE
Long-Time Resident Honored
Cora Jones' seventy plus years of neighborhood service
was celebrated at a Palisades Community Church (PCC) reception
on May 1. Among the gifts presented to her was an honorary
lifetime membership in the PCA. Jones, who is 88 this year, was
one of 17 children and spent her early years on a large farm in
what was then a rural part of Calvert County. She came to
Washington in 1934 to keep house for a family in Mount Pleasant.
Shortly thereafter, she moved to Hawthorne Place where she
stayed for almost 70 years. Jones now lives in Chesapeake Beach
MD near family.
Over the years, Jones was active in the homes and lives of
numerous Palisades residents. She helped raise many youngsters
in the Palisades,
then saw them off
to college and
careers
with
encouragement
and advice. She is
loved and revered
by them to this day
and many are still
in touch with her.
J o n e s
worked for the
PCC as an usher, a
member of the
Social committee, and simply did any other job that needed to be
done. She served on the Executive Board of PCC and hosted an
annual brunch for all church members at her home. Whether it
was chopping vegetables for soup, making gravy for dinner, or
making coffee for coffee hour, no church event was complete
without Jones' help. PCC's kitchen is not the same without her.
She took great pride in the fact that she held a fund raising
campaign to buy an industrial stove for the church, which is still
in operation today. Jones always sold more tickets for the
Samaritans' Ham and Oyster dinners than anyone else and took
great pride in letting everyone know of her success. She needn't
have bothered, as we all know she was determined and successful
in everything she set out to do. Thank you, Cora, for all you have
done for the Palisades.
—Mat Thorp

We are grateful to Safeway, Whole Foods and Giant Foods who
will be donating many of the picnic food and for the Free and
Accepted Masons of the District of Columbia, the
Georgetown-Palisades Lions Club and other enthusiastic volunteer
neighbors who work so hard to pull off the picnic.
This year the t-shirt will feature a modified replica of the
new Palisades Welcome signs (see p. 1) that will be installed in late
May at both ends of the Palisades. The design will featured be on
a blue shirt. For the first time this year, we will be selling a female
shirt with a lower neckline, tighter fitting sleeves and a more form
fitting body. We are only ordering 100 female shirts, so shop early
for the best selection. T-shirts sales, along with donations from
Palisades businesses, are the primary sources of funding for the
parade and picnic. T-shirts will be on sale for $15 at the Lions Club
Flea Market on June 5 and during the last three weekends in June
outside Safeway. They will also be available at Starland Café,
Palisades Image Center and MacArthur Liquors.
Volunteers are Needed
How are your sales skills? We need a lot of help selling tshirts! We have one more Sunday to sell t-shirts this year than last
year, so we expect record sales! Volunteers are needed to sell
shirts in front of the Safeway in two-hour shifts on the weekends
of 18/19 June, 25/26 June, and 2/3 July. The times we need people
are 11 AM-1 PM, 1-3 PM, 3-5 PM, and 5-7 PM. We also like to
have volunteers at the Safeway in the evenings of the final week,
so we need people from 6-8 PM on June 28, June 30, and July 1.
On July 4 itself, for last-minute buyers and visitors here for the
parade, we sell t-shirts from 9 AM-1 PM. To sign up for any of
these slots, contact Linda Starke, 387-4238 or
lstarke@starpower.net.
Parade marshals are needed to keep the parade moving. A
short meeting will be held on July 3 at 7 PM outside of Safeway
where you will get your street assignment, a vest and a whistle.
Picnic volunteers are needed for the following shifts:
8 AM – Transport food and drink from Safeway to the Rec
Center (if you have a pick-up truck, we need you!)
9-10 AM – Set up at park
10 AM-2 PM – One-hour shifts of food preparation,
watermelon cutting (please bring a knife), food service
2-3 PM – Clean up (Peter Barrett and St. Patrick’s have
cleaned up for the past few years. Let's give them a break!)
Please contact 363-7441 or palisadesdc@hotmail.com with
any questions or if you’d like to volunteer. Thank you for your
support and we’ll see you on the parade route!!
—Parade Committee
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Army Corps To Truck Sludge from
Eighty-Foot Plant Behind Sibley
Following a 15-month EPA-mandated study of alternatives
to flushing alum-treated drinking-water residuals into the Potomac
River, the U.S. Army Corps’ Washington Aqueduct has announced
its recommended solution: building an 80-foot tall “dewatering”
plant with three truck bays behind Sibley Hospital north of Little
Falls Road.
Together with Sibley’s plan to unveil the first stage of a 15year campus plan later this year, it would represent the further
industrialization of the Palisades and Spring Valley neighborhoods.
Under the plan anywhere from 16 to 66 twenty-ton trucks daily
will come and go transporting sludge along Little Falls Road,
Dalecarlia Parkway and surrounding neighborhood streets — and
twice that number if only ten-ton trucks are available.
The Corps’ plan is strongly opposed by a coalition of
neighborhood groups including the Palisades Citizens Association
and associations for Spring Valley-Wesley Heights and
Westmoreland, Maryland. Earlier this year PCA joined a coalition,
Concerned Neighbors, in arguing that the Army Corps in a formal
National EPA Study, failed to follow the Act’s requirements of
broad consultations with local government and citizens, and
thorough investigation of a full range of alternatives.
Residents and community groups have until June 6 to submit
comments (in conjunction with a May 17 public hearing) on the
Corps' Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). Send
comments to Washington Aqueduct, c/o Michael Peterson, 5900
MacArthur Boulevard NW, WDC, 20016-2514 or at http://
washingtonaqueduct.nab.usace.army.mil/aqueduct.htm.
PCA is also helping Concerned Neighbors
(www.concernedneighbors.com) to raise funds to oppose the
DEIS going forward. Contact Stuart Ross (sross@rdblaw.com)
if you can help financially.
ANC 3D expressed its strong concern about the process
and the outcome of the study in a resolution adopted unanimously
at its May 4 meeting, citing the proposed plant’s proximity to Sibley
and safety issues related to the use of a single entrance-exit
(Dalecarlia Boulevard) for cars, buses, ambulances, occasional
helicopters and, it now appears likely, twenty-ton trucks. Concerned
Neighbors has calculated that at maximum capacity sixteen hours
a day during a rainy period the plant would have a truck coming
or going every 7 minutes.
The Corps set aside more than a hundred different ideas,
including many submitted by members of the community, choosing
a mere four (not including the option of doing nothing) for close
Continued on page 8

ART IN THE PALISADES
Virginia Clark Levy’s paintings will be on view at the Post
Office for 6 weeks beginning June 1. A resident of the Palisades
for 31 years, she received
her MFA from American
University. Her portraits
hang in the collection there
and in other universities
and in private collections
here and abroad. She
conducts semi-annual
portrait workshops, in
addition to the portrait
commissions she receives,
at her studio on Cathedral
Avenue, 244-5110. About
portraiture she writes, “It
is individuality of design that qualifies a portrait as fine art, design
which accentuates and explains the spirit of the subject”. Virginia
Clark Levy is an enthusiastic member of the Neighbors Through
ART group and, in March, she put together a display of the
group’s work at the Post Office.
—Sheila Rotner

July 4 2004 Tent Sponsors
Safeway, 337-5649; CVS, 965-6546
DC Boathouse, 362-2628
Economides Development, 362-2628
Grand Lodge of FAAM of DC, 686-1811
Inst. for Spiritual Development, 362-2456
MacArthur Liquors, 338-1433
Makin & Assoc. of Remax One, 678-2697
Parker’s Exxon, 337-3144; Sibley Hospital, 537-4000

Parade Patrons
Bambu Restaruant, 364-3088
Chryssa Wolfe:Hanlon Design, 244-2942
Dr. Dennis O’Leary, DDS, 966-8108
Dorothy Holland Lessard, 362-8454
Georgetown Day School, 333-7727
HD Johnson, Inc., 244-6555; Howard Eales, Inc., 363-4088
Mauck, Zantzinger & Assoc., 363-8501
Our Lady of Victory, 337-4835
Palisades – Georgetown Lions Club, 966-4418
St. Patrick's Episcopal Day School, 342-2804

page 6

neighborhood NOTICES
The On Saturday, June 18 at 8:30 AM, John
Vecchiarelli, the legendary "Grinder" from the 1950s,
featured in the Washington Post, will park his famous
grinding wheel truck at Potomac and Cathedral Avenues.
Bring him your knives, scissors, garden tools and mower
blades and watch this vanishing art sharpen up your life.
Stu Ross
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Whitehaven Parkway the day of the parade about 20
minutes before the start, or call Alice Stewart, 3641505, or Jim Whittaker, 250-5922.
The Federation of Civic Association needs
delegates. Meetings are held downtown the 3rd
Wednesday of the month. Contact Anne Ourand, 3637441, if interested.

Rainwater or snowmelt washing over the land picks
up everything—fertilizers, pesticides, oil residue, and
sediment—and carries it into nearby streams and rivers.
You can help protect the Potomac from such
PCA Membership Update: We registered 40 pollutants by slowing the flow of stormwater runoff.
renewals in May. Has your membership expired? If so,
• Direct your downspout onto landscaped and
please fill it out and send your dues ($15 individual, $25 vegetated areas, rather than a driveway or sidewalk.
household, $50 sponsor, $100 patron, $300 lifetime),
• Collect rainwater from your rooftop in a rain
made out to PCA, to PCA, PO Box 40603, WDC 20016. barrel for future use in your garden.
Thank you for your continued support.
• Plant a native plant garden in a low-lying area,
where it will capture stormwater runoff.
The History of the Palisades DC, published by
For more information, see pages 21-24 of the Good
Arcadia, will be available in the fall; watch for the Neighbor Handbook, http://www.potomac.org/action/
announcement in upcoming newsletters. In the education/goodneighbor.html.
meantime, a thousand thank yous again to all who have
contributed pictures and their time scanning, telling
The terrific Palisades Library T-Shirts designed
stories, identifying people, getting permissions. What a by Dan Dalrymple are still available for purchase. Stop
generous bunch you are!
by the Palisades Branch Library and pick one up along
Alice Stewart with great summer reading material.
“Neighbors Through ART” participants and
Children who want to have fun as they read this
enthusiasts will be marching in the Fourth of July Parade summer are invited to participate in "Wild About
carrying our beautiful new banner. To join us and to meet Reading", the Summer Quest 2005 reading program
our partners and artists from Hillcrest, just show up on sponsored by the DC Public Library. Children can enjoy
reading safaris, surprises, storytellers and performers
throughout the summer. The program runs from June 6August 22 at the Palisades Neighborhood Library and
is open to children ages 1-12. Call the library, 282-3139,
for performance dates and other information.
 to PCA Environment Chair Nick Kauffman, the

KUDOS....

DC Office of Urban Forestry, Casey Tree Foundation
and DC Greenworks for the many new trees planted in the
Palisades, including the area on lower Arizona Avenue
alongside the new (John Finney Memorial) sidewalk.

 to Julie Russell, who with this issue of The
Palisades News, will be passing the torch to the Spencer
Administration. No one in the PCA has worked harder than
Julie, not just on the newsletter, but on the big issues facing
the neighborhood. Her consistency is quite remarkable, so it
was no surprise she delivered her third daughter early enough
in May to be able to get out this last issue of The News.

Why do some people think that their dog is not a
problem and does not need to be on a leash? Why do
some people leave dog waste on neighbors' lawns, or
put it in someone else's trash can? Why was an
unleashed pit bull roaming the 5500 block of Sherier
Place last week? This is an area where we hear lots of
complaints from our members. When you see this
violation of law, please remind the offender that man's
best friend needs some adult supervision.
Stu Ross
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Mayor Williams Proclaims May 21
Palisades Day
Mayor Williams proclaimed May 21 “Palisades Day” in the
District. At the May 21 unveiling ceremony for two Palisades
Gateway signs, Ward 3 Councilwoman Kathy Patterson read the
Mayor’s proclamation to the gathering at Loughboro and
MacArthur Boulevard. PCA Past President Stu Ross, who
unveiled the new sign with Councilwoman Patterson, noted that “it
is great for our neighborhood to be recognized by Mayor Williams,
and we are grateful for all the support the Palisades gets at City
Hall – not just from the mayor’s office but also from the city
council and DC agencies. When the city works with the community,
the results are almost always excellent.” Representatives from
the Mayors office, DC agencies, ANC 3D commissioners, local
businesses, and Palisades neighbors were present at the unveiling.
The text of the Mayor’s proclamation is as follows:
WHEREAS, the neighborhood of the Palisades, composed
of homes, schools, churches, parks, and businesses bounded by
Foxhall Road, Loughboro Road, and the Potomac River in
Northwest DC, is a treasure of green spaces, quiet streets, high
bluffs and breathtaking sunsets; and
WHEREAS, the Palisades neighborhood is a “small town in
the big city,” composed of an eclectic mix of citizens from all
backgrounds committed to making our city a better place to live
and work; from maintaining flower beds and trees on MacArthur
Boulevard, to rebuilding children’s playgrounds at the neighborhood
Recreation Center, to creating its own tax-exempt fund to support
community projects; and
WHEREAS, the Palisades Citizens Association provides a
place for neighbors to work together, to salute the diversity of the
neighborhood, and to make a contribution to our city on matters
ranging from safeguarding the environment and our streets,
holding city officials accountable, and defending the interests of
Palisades businesses and neighbors; and
WHEREAS, the Palisades Citizens Association, supported
by local businesses and volunteers, has organized an annual Fourth
of July Parade and Picnic every year since 1966, an event that
attracts thousands of participants from around the Washington
Metropolitan area:
NOW, THEREFORE, I, THE MAYOR OF THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, do hereby proclaim May 21, 2005,
as “PALISADES DAY” in Washington, DC, and call upon all the
residents of this great city to join me in commending the activists
and citizens who make up one of Washington’s finest communities.
Anthony A. Williams, Mayor, District of Columbia
—Spence Spencer

Bender Hearing Postponed to July
On July 19, at 1 PM, the Board of Zoning Adjustment will
hear developer Morton Bender’s proposal for a special zoning
exception to build 13 large homes on the former Murphy estate, a
3.5 acre undeveloped parcel adjacent to Battery Kemble Park and
an historic African-American schoolhouse.
Bender’s proposal was roundly rejected on April 6 by
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3D. The PCA Board has
also adopted a resolution opposing Bender’s application and
expressing the hope that the parties would meet for discussions.
Bender sought and was granted a delay of this hearing,
originally scheduled in April, in order to have “the opportunity to
have further meetings and discussions with agency and
neighborhood representatives to determine how to address their
concerns, which may result in changes to the project now
pending.”
The Chain Bridge Road/University Terrace Committee
(CBR/UTPC) Chairman Bob Sussman said “We welcome the
opportunity to engage in meaningful discussions regarding the
development of this 3.5-acre property. We look forward to the
meetings and discussions that Mr. Bender has stated he intends to
initiate in an effort to address the community’s concerns.”
The former Murphy estate falls within the Chain Bridge
Road/University Terrace Tree and Slope Overlay, which is
intended to preserve wooded slopes and trees adjacent to streams
and parkland. Describing the pending Bender proposal as
“maximalist development,” Sussman noted the absence of an
adequate tree inventory and tree-protection plan, inadequate plans
for management of storm water runoff and erosion, the proposal’s
treatment of steep, unstable slopes, a number traffic and safety
issues, and the fundamental incompatibility of the extreme
development plan with the surrounding neighborhood.
The July 19 BZA hearing will be at 441 Fourth Street, NW,
in Room 210 South. It will run from 1-6 PM. Those with questions
or needing a ride should call Bob Sussman at 686-1460, or Bill
Barnard at 966-2167. The CBR/UTPC urges you to mark your
calendars for this very important hearing.
—Art Watson

Officers Elected
On May 3, the PCA general membership elected the
following Executive Officers for 2005-2006:
President: William "Spence" Spencer
1st VP: Carolyn Ortwein
2nd VP: Laura McGiffert Slover
Treasurer: William Barnard
Secretary: Caroline Ervin
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President, continued from page 3

Sludge, continued from page 5

Stu Ross and Carolyn Ortwein took a leadership role in
building our membership and getting new families involved,
most notably in the 2004 membership drive. Getting new
families involved in our community should always be a top
priority. Stu also worked to cultivate business involvement and
support for the PCA, and most of all, acknowledge their
contributions to the community. Over the next twelve months,
we can make the Palisades Citizens Association accessible
and valuable to all families in the neighborhood, from defending
our neighborhood when we have to, to building on the things
that make us unique and a value-added proposition for new
members.
I can’t contain my excitement about being your president.
It is obviously a tough job to fill the shoes of my predecessors,
and I ask for everyone’s patience and support. By building on
what all of us as neighbors have accomplished to date, we can
make the PCA and the Palisades an even more vibrant
community.

evaluation. In addition to the construction of a dewatering facility
behind Sibley, the Corps considered but rejected: piping the
thickened sludge down to Blue Plains through existing pipes; a
massive monofill in the woods along Dalecarlia Parkway; and
building a dewatering plant identical to the one proposed for behind
Sibley but to the west of the Crescent Trail behind the main
Aqueduct facility. Concerned Neighbors has strongly urged the
Corps to consider piping residuals upstream for processing at the
David Taylor Naval Facility. That idea and others were quickly
ruled out by the Corps citing lack of cooperation from other
government agencies.
The Corps’ decision to recommend a dewatering facility
coupled with trucking is déjà vu all over again. ANC 3D
commissioner John Finney co-founded the group CRUDD
(Committee for Responsible Urban Disposal at Dalecarlia) a
number of years ago in an effort to oppose this very same
outcome. The Corps and the EPA subsequently entered into an
agreement that requires the Aqueduct to cease disposal into the
Potomac River by the end of 2009.

—Spence Spencer

—Rachel Thompson, ANC 3D
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