Representing The Greater Palisades Area

PCA General Meeting
〈 Tuesday, March 1
〈 7:30 PM
〈 Palisades Recreation Center
〈 Councilmembers Kathy
Patterson (see below) and Jack
Evans on topics including public
education, zoning regulations and
the possible removal of the
Whitehurst Freeway (see p. 7)
〈 Join Friends of Palisades
Park Chair Jimmy Ervin to
prepare a renovation wish list for
the Rec Center field house, which
will be forwarded to the Parks &
Recreation Department (see p. 6)

Patterson Heads Key
Committees
Kathleen Patterson won the
Democratic nomination for the Ward 3
Council seat in September, 1994. She
served as chair of the Committee on
Government Operations from 1997 through
2000, and has led the Committee on the
Judiciary since January 2001, with oversight
responsibility for public safety, emergency
preparedness, criminal justice and legal
affairs.
Under her leadership since January
2001, the Judiciary Committee has focused
attention on front-line public safety services.
After September II, 2001, the Committee
focused on the District’s emergency
response plan, and pressed for federal
support for needs such as hazmat training,
protective gear, and technology upgrades.
Working with the Williams Administration,
Continued on page 4
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Gateway Signs to Identify, Welcome
Visitors to Neighborhood
At its February 1 general membership meeting, the PCA approved the funding,
production, and permitting of two signs that will welcome visitors to the Palisades at either
end of MacArthur Boulevard. “This project is a tangible example of good things that are
happening to our neighborhood,” said PCA President Stu Ross.
The signs will be placed in traffic medians under the jurisdiction of DC’s
Department of Transportation at MacArthur Boulevard and Foxhall Road, and at
MacArthur Boulevard and Loughboro Road. Target date for completion of the project
is May 30 of this year.
On February 2, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3D unanimously approved by
a vote of 6-0-0 the placement
of the gateway signs “that
will provide geographic
identity for the Palisades
Community.”
David Mitchell, an
architect with the Palisades
firm Design One, has donated
his time to develop site maps,
construction documents, and
other specifications to move
the project forward. David
Mitchell and Spence Spencer
have been meeting with DC
government officials, licensed
traffic control planners, ANC
3D Commissioners, and
DDOT to get correct permit
applications before DC’s
Public Space Commission,
which were submitted on
February 10. DC officials
estimate that final approval
for permitting should be
provided by the end of March,
2005.
Of note, the
Continued on page 4
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on the

BULLETIN BOARD
Wednesday, February 23-Sunday, April 10: The Puppet
Company Playhouse presents “Peter and the Wolf”,
Wed, Thu & Fri, 10 & 11:30 AM, Sat & Sun, 11:30 AM & 1
PM, Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Boulevard, $7, 301320-6668, www.thepuppetco.org.
Saturday, February 26: Friends of the Palisades Library
"Sorting Saturdays", 10 AM-Noon, spare an hour once a
month to help sort books, no experience required, stay as
long as you like, Palisades Library, Elinor Tucker, 416-7651
or 966-2873.
Tuesday, March 1: PCA general membership meeting,
7:30 PM, Palisades Rec Center.
Wednesday, March 2: ANC3D meeting, 7:30 PM, Sibley
Hospital’s Ernst Auditorium.
Thursday, March 3: Spring Valley Montessori Open
House, 10-11 AM, new preschool accepting applications for
Fall 2005 for children ages 2 1/2-5 years old, 4605
Massachusetts Avenue, open to all.
Friday, March 4: Indonesian Cultural Dance performance,
6:30 PM, benefit to rebuild one of the 914 elementary
schools in Indonesia’s Aceh province that were devastated
by the tsunami, Key Elementary School cafeteria, 5001 Dana
Place, suggested donation $5 per person or $25 per family,
for all ages.
Saturday, March 5: Indonesian Cultural Gala performance
and reception, 6:30-9 PM, Carnegie Institution’s Elihu Root
Auditorium, 1530 P Street, see above, $150 per couple,
$5000 classroom sponsor, rsvp required,
susihawort@aol.com.
Saturday, March 5: Chesapeake Lace Group, 10 AM,
Palisades Library.
Saturday, March 5: Soccer Cleat exchange, 10 AM-1 PM,
Jelleff Boys & Girls Club, 3265 S Street & Wisconsin
Avenue.
Saturday, March 5-Sunday, April 10: Adventure Theatre
presents “Winnie the Pooh”, Sat & Sun, 1:30 AM & 3:30
PM, Glen Echo Park, see above, $7, 301-320-5331,
www.adventuretheatre.org.
Monday, March 7: PreSchool Stories, 10 AM, ages 2-4,
Palisades Library Children's Room.
Monday, March 7: Prosperity Meditation "Create
Abundance in All Aspects of Life", 7:30 PM, Institute for
Spiritual Development, 3419 Sherier Place, www.isd-dc.org.
Tuesday, March 8: Stories & More, 4 PM, ages 3-7,
Palisades Library Children's Room.

Wednesday, March 9: Lap Time, 10:30 AM, ages 3-24
months, Palisades Library Children's Room.
Wednesday, March 9: PCA board meeting, 7:30 PM,
Palisades Community Church, 5200 Cathedral Avenue, open
to all.
Thursday, March 10: Spring Valley Montessori Open
House, 10-11 AM, see above.
Thursday, March 10: Fillmore Art School’s Dinner With
An Artist, 7 PM, intimate dinner with an artist for
Washington's arts partrons, to benefit Fillmore, which has
been providing a wide variety of art instruction to K-8 public
school children for 30 years, sign up for the artist of your
choice, $100 per person (payable to Friends of Fillmore) to
Friends of Fillmore c/o Masters, 4898 MacArthur Boulevard,
Washington, DC 20007, Anne Coventry, 457-7208 or
amasters@erols.com.
Friday, March 11: Dinner & A Movie featuring Tom
Hanks in “Big” and beef chili, 6 PM, Palisades
Community Church, see above, $10 per adult, $7 for children
13-18, and $5 for children 12 and under, rsvp, 966-7929 or
364-4356.
Friday, March 11: Bethesda Art Walk, 6-9 PM, walk or take
a free shuttle among Bethesda’s many art galleries, includes
light refreshments, free, www.bethesda.org.
Saturday, March 12: Psychic Fair, 7 PM, readings by DC
mediums, Institute for Spiritual Development, see above.
Saturday, March 12: Key School Auction, 6:30-10 PM, AU
Law School, 4801 Massachusetts Avenue, funds raised go to
classroom aides, computer lab, library, grounds and building
improvements, open to all, $25 per person, tickets from
jllsreveal@starpower.net.
Monday, March 14: PreSchool Stories, 10 AM, ages 2-4,
Palisades Library Children's Room.
Tuesday, March 15: Stories & More, 4 PM, ages 3-7,
Palisades Library Children's Room.
Tuesday, March 15: The Palisades Stamp Club, 7:30 PM,
Palisades Library.
Tuesday, March 15: The Palisades Book Club, 7:30 PM,
Palisades Library.
Wednesday, March 16 Lap Time, 10:30 AM, ages 3-24
months, Palisades Library Children's Room.
Saturday, March 19: Beat the Winter Blues featuring
storytelling by Ed Downey, 10:30 AM, Palisades
Community Church, see above, $5 per person, open to adults
and children of all ages.
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PRESIDENT'S DESK
The other day a friend
and I decided to catch a
quick dinner in the
Palisades. First restaurant:
45 minute waiting list (I
usually eat in 30 minutes).
Second restaurant: so
obviously full we didn’t
even ask. Third restaurant:
could not tell; no parking
available. Friends, we
really have been
discovered. And we, along with the restaurant and business
owners and operators, welcome Foxhall, Spring Valley,
Wesley Heights and other neighbors to the little neighborhood
that could.
Someone told me the other day that residential
development, traffic, parking and potholes rendered the
Palisades “out of control.” While all of these are surely issues,
I responded that I thought the PCA and ANC 3D were more
focused on these and other issues than ever before.
Your Association has been not only vigilant on zoning,

Sunday, March 20: Aries Happy Birthday celebration, 11
AM, Institute for Spiritual Development, see above.
Sunday, March 20: Vernal Equinox service, 7:30 PM,
Institute for Spiritual Development, see above.
Monday, March 21: PreSchool Stories, 10 AM, Ages 2-4,
Palisades Library Children's Room.
Tuesday, March 22: Stories & More, 4 PM, ages 3-7,
Palisades Library Children's Room.
Tuesday, March 22: Stories & More, 4 PM, ages 3-7,
Palisades Library Children's Room.
Wednesday, March 23: Lap Time, 10:30 AM, ages 3-24
months, Palisades Library Children's Room.
Sunday, March 27: Easter Worship with Hospitality, 11
AM, Institute for Spiritual Development, see above.

we have been on the winning side of challenges and are
involved in more; the more you hear Maryland and Virginia
commuters complain about speeding enforcement, the more
you know we are being effective; if we could repave Sherier
Place from Nebraska to Norton, 80% of the pothole
complaints would go away, and we are trying; parking, I
admit, is a tough one, but it’s not Georgetown, will not be and
we are focused on it.
All of this and more is on the table at our next general
membership meeting on Tuesday, March 1. Kathy Patterson
will address us (and we her) and she is bringing fellow
Councilmember Jack Evans, who shares numerous issues
with us, along to the meeting. This is your chance to be heard,
so please join us.
Speaking of vigilance and preserving our unique
community and life style, the PCA Board is considering the
authorization and establishment of a PCA Defense Fund,
which would allow it to retain counsel to protect our vital
interests. Please come to our next general membership
meeting – they’re fun.
“I think I can . . . I think I can . . .”
—Stu Ross

Saturday, April 2: Potomac River Cleanup, 9 AM-Noon,
various locations, training and supplies provided for leaders
and volunteers, Liz Stoffel, stoffel@potomac.org.
Monday, April 4: Prosperity Meditation "Create
Abundance in All Aspects of Life", 7:30 PM, Institute for
Spiritual Development, see above.
Wednesday, April 6: Adult Weight Management Program,
informational meeting, 6:30 PM, Sibley Hospital's private
dining room #1 (next to the cafeteria), open to all (see p. 7),
243-2349 or sscott@sibley.org.
Sunday, April 17: Community Preschool of the Palisades
Auction, 5-10 PM, dinner, live and silent auction, Buffalo
Billiards, 1330 19th Street NW, tickets, 364-8424 or
palisadespreschl@aol.com.
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Patterson, continued from page 1

Signs, continued from page 1

the Committee produced the landmark
Omnibus Anti-Terrorism Act of 2002,
giving the District government added tools
to prepare for and respond to potential
terrorist acts. Kathy’s other legislative
accomplishments range from creating the
new Office of Administrative Hearings
scheduled to open its doors in 2003 to,
enactment of the “Safe Teenage Driving
Amendment Act of 1999”, one of the
nation’s most comprehensive graduated
licensing systems for teen drivers.
She became chair of the Committee
on Education, Libraries and Recreation in
January, 2005.
Patterson lives in the Chevy Chase
neighborhood with her husband, Dale
Leibach; 17-year-old daughter Gillian, and
20-year-old son Patrick, now a sophomore
at Middlebury College.

Commission officials asked for permission to use the PCA application package as an
example of a model permit request.
“The folks at DDOT and Councilwoman Patterson’s office have been especially
helpful, and completing this project is a task that has been on the PCA agenda dating from
Dick England’s tenure as president of the PCA. The DC government wants to
encourage neighborhood identification as a city-wide policy, so the PCA is engaging at
the right time,” said Spence Spencer. David Mitchell added that “going through this
exercise can lay the groundwork for additional signs welcoming visitors to the Palisades.
For example, additional signs could be put up at either end of Arizona, using this project
as a base.”
At the meeting, PCA neighbors approved up to $10,000 of funding to support the
project. A sign manufacturer and installer, Kuper Signs of Ashburn, Virginia, has been
identified as the lowest cost and best-quality vendor. Kuper Signs produced and installed
MacLean Virginia’s gateway signs along Dolly Madison Parkway. Installation of the
signs is planned to take place the first two weeks of May, with an unveiling ceremony
to take place later
that month.
—Spence Spencer,
1st Vice President

July 4 2004 Tent Sponsors
Safeway, 337-5649
CVS, 965-6546
DC Boathouse, 362-2628
Economides Development, 362-2628
Grand Lodge of FAAM of DC, 686-1811
Inst. for Spiritual Development, 362-2456
MacArthur Liquors, 338-1433
Makin & Assoc. of Remax One, 678-2697
Parker’s Exxon, 337-3144
Sibley Memorial Hospital, 537-4000

Parade Patrons
Bambu Restaruant, 364-3088
Chryssa Wolfe:Hanlon Design, 244-2942
Dr. Dennis O’Leary, DDS, 966-8108
Dorothy Holland Lessard, 362-8454
Georgetown Day School, 333-7727
HD Johnson, Inc., 244-6555
Howard Eales, Inc., 363-4088
Mauck, Zantzinger & Assoc., 363-8501
Our Lady of Victory, 337-4835
Palisades – Georgetown Lions Club, 966-4418
St. Patrick's Episcopal Day School, 342-2804
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ART IN THE PALISADES
The paintings on display in the Palisades Post Office
throughout March are the creations of our Neighbors Through
Art (NTA) members in recognition of the 50th anniversary of
the Brown vs. Board of Education Supreme Court ruling to end
segregation in the public schools and of the landmark Civil
Rights Act which followed. They were part of a program
presented in October at the Martin Luther King Library through
a collaboration of the Palisades Citizens Association and the
Hillcrest Community Civic Association, SE, to celebrate the
anniversaries, and are expressions on those themes by a few of
the participating artists. Included at the post office are works
by NTA executive director Jim Whittaker, Virginia Clark Levy,
Marion Gray Quick, all of the Palisades, and Patricia Giles,
Annie King Phillips, Fluellen Sayf-Uddin, and John Hudson, of
Hillcrest. NTA is beginning its fourth year of cooperation,
sharing of ideas, creativity, and friendship through programs of
music, poetry, dialogue, and all of the visual arts, and welcomes
new members. Call Virginia Levy, 244-5110, Alice Stewart,
364-1505, of PCA, or Linda Jackson, 584-3612, of Hillcrest,
to learn how you can get involved.
—Ursula Daniel

committee report:
Palisades Community
Fund
Looking for a worthwhile neighborhood project for your
group, class, church or troop? The Palisades Community Fund
wants spring-cycle proposals to fund community projects and
services for Palisades residents. Proposals must be postmarked
by Friday, April 15, 2005. Send applications to Palisades Community
Fund, P.O. Box 40603, Washington DC 20016. If you have
questions, please call Nancy Hammond (PCF chair) at 686-6627.
Applications need not be complex, but they must include a
budget – including named individuals who will be responsible for
installation and maintenance, and a budget for installation and
maintenance (if applicable). For example, one grantee received
funds for a bench, chair and trash receptacle as well as plantings;
a maintenance schedule and budget for plants was included. PCF
can only fund proposals for prospective work, not for projects that
have been completed.
It is best if applications come from a group that accepts
ongoing responsibility for projects and maintenance. Applications
must spell out in detail how the project or program will specifically
Continued on page 8

NTA logo by Pete Herzfeld
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neighborhood NOTICES
Support your local public school by buying a $50
raffle ticket for the Key School Auction. The $5,000
winner will be announced March 12, 2005; you need not
be present to win.
Lisa Lindstrom, lisalgl@verizon.net

Volume 16 • Number 5 • March 2005

The DC Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR)
plan for the renovation of Palisades Park was
presented at the December 2004 ANC meeting by
DPR representatives and landscape architecture firm
Rhodeside and Harwell. After the presentation and a
short period of questions and answers, the ANC
unanimously approved the plans and praised them
for their “green approach”. The design phase of the
project is moving forward and is expected to be
completed in early spring. The actual work has been
delayed somewhat and is now scheduled to begin in
June of this year and continue through February 2006.
Unfortunately this is certain to cause some disruption to
summer programming at the park, but the DPR has
assured us that they will work to provide alternative
sites for programs and league play as necessary. Plans
for the park renovation can be viewed at
www.palisadesdc.org. In the planning process, DPR
has also indicated willingness (and we are told funds
are available) to make “cosmetic” upgrades to the field
house. If you have ideas for items or areas of the field
house that you would like to see addressed, please
attend the March 1 PCA general membership meeting
or forward them to me.
Jimmy Ervin, Chair, Friends of Palisades Park
Chair, j.ervin@rcn.com

The annual Fourth of July Parade and Picnic is
one of the Palisades signature events, and has received
mentions in publications ranging from Washingtonian
Magazine to London’s Financial Times. The first planning
meeting was held at Starland Café on Tuesday, February
22 to start the preparations for the 2005 parade, and
volunteers are always needed. Please consider
volunteering to help and attend. There are a wide variety
of skills needed, from T-shirt design, sales, and
production, to serving as a marshal to keep the parade
moving down MacArthur Boulevard, to preparing publicity
materials, to helping set up the picnic at the Rec Center.
Every year people come from all over the city and the
greater Washington area for the all-volunteer parade,
and working as a parade volunteer is a great way to
show support for the Palisades. Your support can help
make the 39th the best parade ever! Special thanks go
Three 8-year-old Palisades girls raised $560 at a
to Starland Café and Joan Danoff for hosting the meeting. bake sale at Palisades Community Church to
Spence Spencer, PCA 1st VP benefit the Samaritan Home in Sri Lanka, an
orphanage that was demolished by the December 26
Palisades Library will once again be offering free tsunami. Caroline Johnson, Julia Winkler and Alexandria
income tax assistance through April 13. Our volunteer Howard did the baking under the supervision of
preparer will be available once a week on either Tuesday Caroline’s mother, Polly Johnson. The girls packed
or Wednesday. Call 282-3139 for information and to their baked goods in sandwich bags, labeled them for
make an appointment.
sale, and held their sale at the church’s coffee hour
The library is also offering free one-hour following the January 9 worship service. The 8-yearintroductory computer classes on Wednesday olds raised $560, which included donations. “Quite a
mornings at 10 AM beginning in March. Call 282-3139 feat for such a small team” said one member of the
for information and to reserve a spot in the class.
church. Everything was sold in increments of $1 so they
didn’t have to worry about making change, said Polly
PCA Membership Update: The PCA welcomed Johnson. The money raised was donated to a woman
two new memberships and registered 14 renewals in in Gaithersburg who is raising money to help her brother
February. Has your membership expired? Check your rebuild his orphanage, she said. The 28 orphans and
mailing label on your newsletter and, if expired, send staff of the home were saved, but the building was wiped
dues, made out to PCA, to PCA, PO Box 40603, WDC out. For information about the orphanage, visit
20016. Thank you for your continued support.
www.samaritianchildrenshome.org.
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Restoration of Lockhouse 8, along the C&O Canal
near Cabin John, Maryland, is slated to be completed
this spring. The Lockhouse 8 Learning Center will offer
educational outreach programs and information about
the canal, the lockhouse, the river, and the Conservancy’s
work. The Lockhouse dates to 1830, and is seeking
donations of vintage furniture with a turn of the
century feel, even if from a later period. In particular, we
need chairs, a publication display rack, a three-shelf
bookcase (48" or longer), a narrow table or desk, and a
glass- or plastic-top display table.
Judy Welles, welles@potomac.org.
Judy Southerland’s art camp for children ages 714 will take place once again this summer. One-week
sessions will be held June 6 through July 29. Explore a
variety of art media including painting, drawing, sculpture
and printmaking with Southerland, a longtime Corcoran
College of Art and Design professor who has taught
children’s art classes for more than 10 years out of her
northwest Palisades studio (located near Sibley
Hospital). Applications may be downloaded from
www.judysoutherland.com/artcamp or call 363-9637 for
information.
Registered dietitian Samantha Scott is conducting
a nine-week Adult Weight Management Program, to
be held at Sibley, beginning in mid-April. Classes are
most likely to be held early Tuesday or Wednesday
evening and will cover a variety of topics including
weight loss, nutrition, exercise, behavior modification,
vitamins, food shopping and dining out. The cost for the
entire nine-week program is $200. A free informational
meeting will be held April 6 at 6:30 PM in the private
dining rooms off the cafeteria.
Samantha Scott, 243-2349, sscott@sibley.org
The Office of Planning has named Melissa Bird as
the new Ward 3 neighborhood planner. She replaces
Cindy Petkac, who will now be the Neighborhood
Planning Coordinator for Ward 6. Cindy had been
assigned both Wards 3 and 6 until the neighborhood
planning division could be fully staffed. Bird can be
reached at melissa.bird@dc.gov.
The DC Department of Transportation is undertaking
a reconstruction of Nebraska Avenue from 41st
Street to Tenley Circle. The project will include total

removal and replacement of the existing roadway,
resurfacing of Wisconsin Avenue from 40th Street to
Grant Road; construction of concrete pavement from
41st Street to Grant Road; repair/replace designated
alley entrances with granite curb returns and concrete
driveway entrances; construction of a new bicycle trail,
streetlight and traffic signal work, installation of
permanent lane markings and signage, removal and
replacement of additional inlets, manholes and
adjustments of all utility structures, replacement of existing
fire hydrants with breakaway-type fire hydrants,
replacement of existing retaining wall. Construction is
expected to begin on or about February 15, 2005 and
will last approximately one year. The contractor will
maintain one lane open for northbound and southbound
traffic at all times, between the hours of 7 AM-7 PM on
Nebraska Avenue.
Separately, DDOT has hired DMJM Harris to
undertake a study to investigate the feasibility of
removing the Whitehurst Freeway. This is an issue
of great interest to Ward 3. The Deconstruction Feasibility
Study will investigate current traffic needs, evaluate
transportation systems and roadways that would be
affected by taking down the Whitehurst Freeway and
recommend alternative approaches for traffic
connections between Canal Road and Key Bridge and
lower K Street, and Virginia Avenue, the Potomac
Expressway and the Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway.
The consulting company is expected to have several
public meetings and prepare several possible scenarios
by June, 2005.
from Kathy Patterson’s E Newsletter, 2/4/05

Newsletter Editor Needed
Will you be the next editor of The Palisades News?
Monthly issues of The Palisades News from October
through June are the primary benefit of, and
communication vehicle for, Palisades Citizens
Association members.
The time commitment is approximately 10-12 hours
per month. Experience with Adobe Pagemaker software
preferred, but any desktop publishing knowledge will
do.
Direct all questions and indications of interest to
PCA President Stu Ross or PCA Administrator Anne
Ourand at 363-7441 or palisadesdc@hotmail.com.

Volume 16 • Number 5 • March 2005

PCF, continued from page 5
aid Palisades residents. For example, a
food-service proposal for housebound
elderly should stipulate the number of
Palisades residents who are served; a
survey proposal might indicate how the
data will contribute to Palisades goals.
All proposals should clearly
describe their contribution to the
community, explaining the specific need
the project will address. All applications
must include name, phone number, and
email (if available) of a contact person
who can answer questions about the
proposal.
For further details, visit the PCA
website and click on Palisades
Community Fund.
—Nancy Hammond, PCF Chair

The former home of Ida Merion on Sherier Place, having been rolled the the back of the lot to make way
for a new house in the front. The older house is going to be preserved as a guest house or garage.
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