A Newsletter of The Palisades Citizens Association

[LL1]
=k
[==

PALISADES NEWS

Representing The Greater Palisades Area

www.palisadesdc.org Volume 17 « Number 2 « November 2005

PCA General Meeting
Tuesday, November 1
7:30 PM
Palisades Recreation Center
General Membership vote on
the following resolution: The PCA
supports Concerned Neighbors’
efforts to derail the trucking
proposal and to explore all
alternatives
Silbey Hospital COO Jerry
Price will present Sibley's long-
term plan for expanded facilities
and operations

Warm Weather,
Memories at Finney
Dedication

Concerned Neighbors Push for More
Time, More Options

The Washington Aqueduct is pressing forward with plans to build an 8-story high
industrial dewatering facility behind Sibley Hospital and truck residuals through area
streets, according to areport it released earlier this month. Neighbors should be very
concerned about the placement of thisindustrial facility in aresidential neighborhood and
the permanent trucking presence. (We are aso concerned that clear-cutting the
DalecarliaWoods and creating an 80-foot tall landfill remains an alternate solution to
trucking if the dewatering facility is built behind Sibley.) The Corps of Engineers plans
to move one step closer to the implementation of this bad plan and issue a Record of
Decision later this month.

Palisades neighbors Rachel Thompson, Nick Kauffman, Alma Gates and others
have been working with Concerned Neighbors, a coalition of 30 neighborhood groups,
to persuade the Corps to reconsider its trucking plan and look at piping aternatives.
Concerned Neighbors has aso been working to remove some of the Corps’ main
objections to pursuing an aternate solution: 1) not enough time and 2) no alternate location

Continued on page 4

Sunday, October 16 was
a warm fall day, and an
especially heartfelt onein the
Palisades, when dozens of
friends and family of John
Finney met to dedicate a teak
bench in his honor, placed next
to his beloved and often-
mentioned great white oak tree
at the intersection of
Loughboro Road and
Dalecarlia Parkway. The
friends included severa past
and present PCA Presidents
and ANC commissioners,
among them Stu Ross, Penny
Pagano, Spence Spencer,
Rachel Thompson, Ann Haas,
and Eleanor Lewis. Some
attendees listened and

Continued on page 3
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Friday, October 14-Friday, November 18: The Puppet
Company Playhouse presents “The 3 Billy Goats
Gruff”, Wed, Thurs & Fri, 10 & 11:30 AM, Sat & Sun, 11:30
AM & 1 PM, Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Boulevard,
$7, 301-320-6668, www.thepuppetco.org.

Saturday, October 29: Friends of the Palisades” Sorting
Saturdays', 10 AM-Noon, spare an hour once a month to
help sort books, no experience required, stay aslong as you
like, Palisades Library, 282-3139.

Saturday, October 29: Neighbors Through ART American
Indian Musuem Visit, 10 AM, opento al, RSVPto Alice
Stewart, 364-1505.

Saturday, October 29: " Music from Around the World
with Brooksie Wells", 10 AM, interactive songsin many
languages, Palisades Community Church, 5200 Cathedral
Avenue, $5, refreshnments for sale.

Saturday, October 29: Sibley Hospital's Sixth Annual
Breast Health program, 8:30 AM-12:30 PM, featured
speaker Marc Silver, an editor at US News & World Report
and husband of breast cancer survivor Marsha Dale, will join
physicians and other breast health experts to discuss
advancesin diagnosis and treatment, Sibley Hospita's Ernst
Auditorium, free, open to al, registration required, 537-4700,
twood@sibley.org.

Saturday, October 29: Glen Echo's" Fall Frolic", activities
throughout the day, including pumpkin painting from 2-5 PM,
trick-or-treating from 3:30-5:30 PM, a costume parade in the
Bumper Car Pavilion starting at 5 PM, and swing dancing in
the evening, most activities are free, Glen Echo Park, see
above, 301-634-2222, www.glenechopark.org.

Sunday, October 30: Cinema Francaisa Mount Vernon
presents"LESCHORISTES', 5 PM, PG-13, Eckles
Library Auditorium, free, parking available in garage on
Whitehaven Parkway, 242-6673, mvcl @gwu.edu.

Monday, October 31: Palisades L ibrary Halloween Party, 4
PM, dress up in costume, stories, arts & crafts, and
refreshments, ages 2+, 282-3139.

Tuesday, November 1. “Tuesday Stories”, 4 PM, for
readers ages 4-7, Palisades Library Children's Room, Wayne
Stone, 282-3113.

Tuesday, November 1: PCA general member ship meeting,
7:30 PM, Palisades Rec Center.

Wednesdays, beginning November 2: LapTime, 10:30 AM,
ages 6-24 months, Palisades Library Children's Room, 282-
3139.

Wednesday, November 2. ANC3D meeting, 7:30 PM, Sibley
Hospital's Ernst Auditorium, www.anc3d.org.

Wednesday-Friday, November 2-4. Palisades Preschool
Book Fair, 9 AM-Noon, Palisades Community Church, see
above, open to the public, 364-8424.

Friday, November 4: The Yellow Barn Gallery's" Paint to
Cur€" reception, 6-9 PM, fundraiser for Susan G. Komen
Breast Cancer Foundation, art show hours are Fri 6-9 PM,
Sat Noon-8 PM, Sun Noon-5 PM through November 27,
Glen Echo Park, see above, www.Y ellowBarnStudio.com or
www.paintforthecure.org.

Saturday, November 5-Sunday, November 20: Discovery
Creek's" Six-legged Sensations', Saturdays and
Sundays, 10 AM-3 PM, children ages 2-11 will meet and
greet live animals, search under leaves for crittersin the
Children’sGarden, play inanoversi zed sandpit, explore
Minnehaha Creek, take an educator-led interpretative hike,
create crafts, meet specia guests, and learn together, The
Stable at Glen Echo Park, see above, $5 Museum members
are free.

Mondays, beginning November 7: PreSchool Stories, 10:30
AM, ages 2-3, Palisades Library Children's Room, 282-3139.

Wednesday, November 9: PCA board mesting, 7:30 PM,
Palisades Community Church, see above, open to all.

Saturday, November 12: DPW's household hazar dous
waste and eectronicsrecycling drop-off, 9 AM-3 PM,
Trash Transfer Station, 3200 Benning Road, NE, free.

Saturday, November 12: National Symphony Orchestra
Kinderkonzerts" Brought to You by the L etter B", 11
AM & 1 PM, Kennedy Center Theater Lab, ages 4 and
older, prices vary, 416-8500, www.kennedy-center.org.

Tuesday, November 15: “Tuesday Stories”, 4 PM, see
above.

Tuesday, November 15: The Palisades Stamp Club, 7:30
PM, Palisades Library.

Tuesday, November 15: The Palisades Book Club, 7 PM,
Palisades Library.

Thursday, November 17: " Save Your Back", 6-7 PM,
guarding against back injury and back pain asyou age,
Sibley's Renaissance Building, Room 1, $15, 364-7665.

Thursday, November 17: The Palisades Garden
Association, 7:30 PM, BarbaraK napp will present “The
American Chestnut Treestory”, 966-5430for locationand
directions, open to all, new members / guests welcome.

Continued on page 8
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PRESIDENT'S DESK

Alice Stewart has made a
spectacular contribution to the
neighborhood in the form of her
new book, The Palisades of
Washington, DC. The book,
published by Arcadia Publishing,
covers the neighborhood from the
first Native American settlements
to the 2005 Fourth of July parade.
The book itself is afascinating and
picture-filled read that will be
available at bookstores, at PCA events, and directly from
Stewart. Itisfilled with interesting stories and facts such as:

* Maryland’scolonia governor Lord Baltimoreawarded
two land grants for what is today the Palisades. The St. Philip
and Jacob parcel, whichislocated intoday’snorthern Palisades
totaling about 400 acres, went to Phillip Linesin 1674. The 759
acres of the Whitehaven Grant (which covers much of the rest
of the Palisades) went to Col. John Adddison and William
Hutchison in 1689.

* Bicycletrails covered the Palisadesin 1903. At the turn
of the century, a Girls Reform School run by the government
was at the site of today’s Sibley Hospital with around 100
inmates.

* In 1942, every block of the Palisades had a dedicated
shelter area as part of World War |1 civil defense preparations.

But the biggest story of the Palisades that Stewart tellsis
the story of the people who have made this neighborhood a great
place to live over the centuries. She notes that despite the
constant flow of people through our neighborhood and
development, the Palisades “remains essentially acohesiveand
well-defined, albeit adiverse, community. One hundred years
ago. The pace and pressure of development probably met the

same resistance it does today. Y et the Palisades seems able to
maintain a stable population, and its residents enjoy afriendly,
small town atmosphere.”

Most of the approximately 200 pictures are previously
unpublished, and come from the residents of the Palisades.
Their generosity in sharing their old photographs for publication
are what makes this book a treasure of local history. What is
shown is our story from our own personal archives.

The book is dedicated to Harold Gray, who wrote the
history of the neighborhood in 1956 on the 40" anniversary of
the Palisades Citizens Association. Steward notes that she
could not have completed the book without the support of the
PCA and the financial support of the Palisades Community
Fund, which covered out of pocket expenses. Special thanks go
to: Polly Johnson, Lynn Scholz, Nancy Hammond, Anne
Ourand, Peggy McGuinn, Stu Ross, Mark Hall, Alan Aiches,
Alma Gates, Harold Gray, Dan Dalrymple, and othersthat al
pitched in to make the project areality.

Stewart and her book will be the centerpiece of our
December general meeting, where she will talk about Palisades
History, her book, and sign copies available for sale. Itisagreat
contribution and | urge everyone with an interest in the
neighborhood to purchase a copy. (See page 7 for an order
form.) Congratulations, Alicel
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I sent out an urgent appeal late September to PCA
members, asking for support for the work of Concerned
Neighbors, the umbrella group that is working to combat the
permanent trucking of Dalecarlia waste through our
neighborhood. | am pleased to report that as of October 12,
more than eighty families have responded, raising nearly $9000
for the effort. Thisis one of those " Palisades-pulling-together"
stories that Stewart documents so well in her history. Thisissue
isfor thelong term, so | urge every neighbor to consider how he
or she can make a contribution. Most of all, thanksto everyone

who has donated time and/or money to thisimportant issue!
—Spence Spencer, PCA President

Finney Dedication, continued from page 1

remembered but did not speak; many others offered tributes filled
with wonderful personal insights by those who truly loved and
admired Finney, including members of his family. As people
spoke they came up and put their hands on the back of the bench
as if to connect with John. Theresa Finney also spoke a few

words.

Ann Haas organized the ceremony and, along with Beverley
Monroe, brought refreshments. The back of the bench isinscribed:
“John Finney, beloved by the community heserved." Thiscrowd

proved that he was beloved, indeed.
—AIma Gates, Chair, ANC3D






