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T H E PA L I S A D E S

A Newsletter of the Palisades Citizens Association Representing the Greater Palisades Area

PCA GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP
MEETING
TUESDAY,
JUNE 6 • 7:30 PM
Palisades Recreation Center
A general membership vote will
take place on the proposed medical office building and parking
garage at Sibley Memorial Hospital.
Jackie Stanley, Capital Projects
Coordinator, and Cheryl CampbellMurga, Project Manager, both from
the Department of Parks and Recreation, will give an update on the
upcoming park renovation.
Mark your calendars for the Ward 3
Candidates Forum, held in partnership with the Cleveland Park
Citizens Association. Wednesday,
June 7th, 7:30pm at John Eaton
School, 34th and Lowell.
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Gearing up for the 40th Fourth

G

rab your friends and neighbors and get
ready—the 4th of July is just around the
corner. This year, why not march along
MacArthur Boulevard in the Palisades Parade
instead of just watching from the sidelines? Just
think up a theme for your group and show up
at 10:15 am on Tuesday the 4th where
Whitehaven Parkway meets the Boulevard.
Marshals will give everyone a place in the
Parade in the order in which people arrive at
this starting point. (Cars slow down the Parade,
so we encourage you to walk.)
The Parade itself—the 40th consecutive
Palisades Parade—starts at 11:00 am, rain or
shine. We expect to enjoy entertainment this
year from Bolivian Soul, the DC Different
Drummers, the United Horsemen’s Association,
the Washington Scottish Bagpipers, and others
who are still signing up to attend.
As usual, neighborhood judges will award
prizes for the best entries. This year’s five categories of prizes are for the most enthusiastic, the

funniest, the most patriotic, the best neighborhood group, and the best group giving away
treats. If you or your business can donate a
Continued on page 3

Please note…this is the last
newsletter until October 2006.
June is also the last general membership meeting until October.
The PCA wishes you a happy and
relaxing summer!
Special DC Elections Issue
The PCA pins down Mayoral and
Ward 3 Council Candidates on critical neighborhood issues. See page
4.
Elizabeth Fosburgh and Erin Cohn (right) show off their winning designs.
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OUT & ABOUT
TUESDAY, JUNE 6
PCA General Membership Meeting, 7:30 PM, Palisades Rec
Center.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7
ANC3D meeting, 7:30 PM, Sibley Hospital’s Ernst Auditorium,
www.anc3d.org.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7
Ward 3 Candidates Forum, 7:30 PM, John Eaton School, 34th
and Lowell.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14
PCA Board Meeting, 7:30 PM, Palisades Comm. Church, 5200
Cathedral Ave., open to all.
TUESDAY, JUNE 20
The Palisades Stamp Club, 7:30 PM, Palisades Library.
TUESDAY, JUNE 20
The Palisades Book Club, 7:30 PM, Palisades Library.
TUESDAY, JULY 4
July 4th Parade and Picnic, 11:00AM with picnic following at
noon, 363-7441.
SATURDAY, JULY 22
Neighbors Through ART’s “Diagonal Voices/Echoes,” 2:00PM,
Levine School of Music’s SE campus, located at THEARC, 1901
Mississippi Ave SE, 364-1505.

PCF Supports
Five Groups

KUDOS
…to Sally Smith, Director of The Lab School, for donating a bus to
Neighbors Through ART to take students from Lab and GDS to the recording
studio at THEARC and to GDS music teacher Joanne Taylor for masterminding the session.
…to the over 50 Palisades households who donated household goods and
furniture to the “Just One Thing” campaign on April 22 to benefit the charity,
A Wider Circle. Your generosity is very much appreciated by their clients!
…to all the students who participated in the July 4th t-shirt design contest.
You’re all winners in our book!
…to all the volunteers who helped with PCA activities this year. Rest up
this summer and we’ll see you in the fall!

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTICES
• LITTLE RED PLAYSCHOOL in the Palisades has openings in their summer
camp program for 2 1/2 - 5 year olds. June 26-July 28, 9 am- 12 noon (snack
and lunch provided). Arts and crafts, water and sand, games and free play provide your child with a variety of summer activities to enjoy with their friends.
Spaces are still available for the Fall afternoon nursery school program for
three year olds
CALL BARBARA AT 202 537-5192 FOR MORE INFORMATION!!

NEW ARRIVAL FOR ENGINE 29

Engine 29 is thrilled to announce the arrival of the new Medic Unit now permanently stationed at our fire
station. This is no ordinary ambulance. This is an advanced medical unit operated by highly trained paraThe Palisades Community Fund recently medics who have the drugs and skills to perform high level procedures. So consider yourself very safe…the
funded the following items in it spring
Medic Unit is just a few blocks away!
2006 grant round:
An annual contribution of $1500 to the
Community Foundation for the National
Capital Region, the organization that
receives and manages all contributions to
the PCF. They ask that the more fortunate
funds contribute to the Foundation’s
efforts.
$886 to Woodrow Wilson Senior High
School for the purchase and shipping of
one erg rowing machine.
$2000 to the Palisades Rec Center for 50
new folding chairs.
$475 to the MacArthur Beautification
Group to repair the kiosk outside Safeway.
An amount (not yet determined by press
time) to Discovery Creek for their “Back to
School Event” in the fall of 2006.
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Paramedic Anthony Bouknight proudly shows off the new Medic Unit at Engine 29.

prize, contact Mat Thorp at 363-4048 or
mat.thorp@verizon.net.
All the prizes will be announced at the
FREE picnic after the Parade. Make sure
you come to the Recreation Center on
Sherier Place for hot dogs (prepared by the
Masons), watermelon, sodas, moon
bounces, face painting, pony rides, and live
music. We are grateful to Safeway, Whole
Foods, and Giant Foods for their donations
of food. Many local businesses also make
donations that allow the PCA to organize
this Parade each year. Once again this year
many of the festivities will be held in a 60’
x 90’ tent. So even if it rains (don’t even
think about it), the show will go on.
We are pleased to announce that the
winner of this year’s T-shirt design contest
is Elizabeth Fosburgh, age 11, who attends
Key School. Second place went to Erin
Cohn, age 9, of Sheridan School. Thanks to
Citibank, these young ladies won savings
bonds for $100 (for Elizabeth) and $50 (for
Erin). Congratulations to them and thanks
to all the students who submitted entries.
T-shirts go on sale—for $15 apiece—at
the Lions Club Flea Market on Sunday,
June 4. After that they will be available in
front of the Safeway every Saturday and
Sunday from June 17th through the holiday. They can also be purchased at any time
at Starland Café and the Palisades Image
Center near the Safeway. We have ordered
more T-shirts specially cut for women,
which were very popular last year. We will
also have size 18 months for the babies of
the ‘hood. But to make sure you get the
sizes you need, buy your T-shirts early!
We count on volunteers every year to
sell the shirts. If you can donate two hours
or more to help out with sales, contact
Maria Garcia at maria2270@comcast.net.
There’s sure to be a time and date that will
fit your schedule.
Volunteers are also needed on July 4th
itself. We need marshals to help keep the
parade moving along. If you want to be a
marshal, contact Lori Denham at lori.denham@retail-leaders.org. Or if you prefer to
help at the Rec Center, contact Anne
Ourand at palisadesdc@hotmail.com. The
tasks and times that need to be covered are
as follows:

F RO M T H E P R E S I D E N T
t is a well-known fact that
the Palisades is a special
place to live thanks in
many ways to its volunteers.
Volunteers who take care of
the medians on MacArthur
Boulevard through the
MacArthur Beautification
Group, the volunteers who
support institutions like the
Palisades Community Fund,
or those who provide time and resources
for the annual Fourth of July parade.
Preparations for this year’s Fourth of
July parade and picnic are well underway.
This will be the Palisades 40th consecutive
parade and it is annual symbol of how
almost everyone in the neighborhood
turns out to watch, or better yet, participate. Your citizens association is
fundraising and organizing, and any help
you care to volunteer is welcomed, from
putting up “no parking” signs to selling tshirts in front of the Safeway.
There is another volunteer job that is
crying out for someone creative, energetic, and with a nose for local news. This
is of course the post of editor of this
newsletter. The job of editor has been
more than capably filled thanks to the
temporary efforts of Anne Ourand and
Polly Johnson, but they want to put their
tools down with this issue, the last before
we take our summer break. The newsletter is for many Palisades neighbors the
sole source of news about their community and is sent to approximately 1500
households. The work itself is not that
difficult, but does require some time
commitments around deadline time, generally the middle of the month. Either

I

8 am – Transport food and drink from
Safeway to the Rec Center (if you have a
pick-up truck, we need you!)
9–10 am – Set up at park
10 am–2 pm – One-hour shifts of food
preparation, watermelon cutting (please
bring a knife), food service
2–3 pm – Clean up
With 2006 being a city-wide election

way, the job is tremendously important and
quite fulfilling.
PCA Vice President
Carolyn Ortwein highlighted another new type
of volunteer for the community — being a
“buddy” to a senior citizen or other neighbor
who needs assistance in
the event of an emergency in a mailing to
all Palisades neighbors sent out on May
11. This month, the PCA, in partnership
with IONA Senior Services, launched an
initiative to identify and provide services
to at-risk seniors and others who may
require assistance during an emergency or
disaster. The PCA’s goal is to first identify
who may need assistance so that emergency response can be better focused, and
second, to work to ensure our senior citizens have access to necessities such as
food, water, transportation, and medical
care where possible through a ‘buddy system’. Please take the time to complete the
survey that was sent and return it to the
PCA by May 31. IONA informs us that
this sort of neighborhood emergency preparedness would be the first such effort in
the nation, and represents a tangible way
we can address a neighborhood emergency.
If you are interested in any of these
volunteer projects, please contact the
PCA office at 202-363-7441 or at
palisadesdc@hotmail.com. Consider how
you can make a contribution to making
the Palisades a better place to live.
— Spence Spencer, PCA President

year, you can be sure that the politicians
will be out in force—because the Palisades
Parade is the best one in the District every
year. Let’s make sure the community turns
out in record numbers too. Then the candidates will certainly remember our great
neighborhood after Election Day!
— Linda Starke for the Parade
Committee
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Candidates’ Corner

F

effective alternative is found that will not tie up traffic in
Georgetown and have a spill-over effect on traffic in Ward 3
neighborhoods. This is the position I will take as your councilmember.

or the first time in several years, Ward 3 will have a competitive election for the City Council, since longtime representative Kathy Patterson is giving up her council seat to run for counSIBLEY HOSPITAL EXPANSION — Are you in favor of, or
cil chair. Several candidates are vying for the position. They
opposed to, the construction of a Medical Office building and
agreed to outline their positions on several concerns that affect
parking garage at Sibley Hospital? What actions will you take to
the Palisades’ community.
support your position?
WHITEHURST FREEWAY — Are you in favor of, or opposed to,
Sam Brooks: I appreciate and understand the concerns of
the deconstruction of the Whitehurst Freeway? What actions will
Palisades residents with the proposed office building - particularly
you take to support your position?
with regard to its potential to moderately impact neighborhood
Sam Brooks: I have yet to see or support a practical proposal
traffic. However, I am confident the Hospital will continue to be a
to remove the Whitehurst Freeway. The only and best transporta- ‘good citizen’ and work with the community to address these contion alternative for the 42,000 cars that use the Whitehurst is, in
cerns, and I am supportive of a project (the new Medical Office)
my view, the underground tunnel — yet its cost, at this juncture, that will greatly enhance the quality of patient care, help persuade
is prohibitive. I think we need to keep this means of transportamore doctors to practice in the District of Columbia, and help
tion and do whatever possible to see that development continues keep the hospital viable for generations to come. I strongly believe
to occur on the Georgetown Waterfront.
we must embrace one of our area’s great institutions, Sibley
Mary Cheh: I oppose the destruction of the Whitehurst
Hospital.
because there is currently no realistic plan for an equally convenMary Cheh: I favor the plans for expansion at Sibley, asssumient way to travel in to town. Although the rationale of opening
ing the hospital satisfies the certificate of need and meets all govup the area from M street to the Waterfront makes sense, funnel- ernment approvals. The hospital has made a strong case for the
ing Palisades traffic onto M would be a disaster, a tunnel seems
expansion, it has been a good neighbor, and it provides high qualwildly expensive, and a 6 lane K street would divide M from the
ity and convenient service to the neighborhood and all of Ward 3.
Waterfront. I would voice my objections at every opportunity and I would work with the community and the hospital to ensure that
would offer the alternative of opening up the area by making the the details of the project and how it is carried out are neighborWhitehurst attractive with lights, paint, and art.
hood friendly.
Erik Gaull: I am absolutely opposed to deconstructing the
Erik Gaull: I am not opposed to the proposed Sibley Hospital
Whitehurst Freeway. Presently, 40,000 cars use the Whitehurst
Expansion. I believe it is important to work with Sibley Hospital
Freeway every day, and neither K Street nor M Street has the
to ensure that neighborhood concerns are adequately addressed,
capacity to take on that additional traffic without risking gridlock. and as Councilmember, I would be willing to mediate discussions
I believe there are ways to beautify the Freeway in order to
to that end.
increase its aesthetic appeal.
Robert Gordon: I have not studied this issue and have no posithe
destruction
of
the
Gordon:
to
I
am
opposed
Robert
tion at this time.
Whitehurst Freeway. I see no alternative route in the near future.
Jonathan Rees: I am in favor of it. I would work with all conI would vote against any proposal to demolish it.
cerned on its expansion so that it has the least invasive impact on
Jonathan Rees: I am opposed. I would lobby all concerned in
the surrounding community.
support of my position.
Bill Rice: Due to the size of this project it could have a major
Bill Rice: For Palisades, the question is access to the downtown impact on traffic and generate other problems. As a result, I’m
and the eastern part of the District. Because the Whitehurst is
opposed to the construction until these problems are addressed in
vital to this route, I oppose its deconstruction because the DDOT a way that makes sense in the community.
studies are. I support studying the Key Bridge to Washington
Cathy Wiss: I am concerned about the increase in traffic that
Circle corridor to determine the best way/s to improve traffic
would be generated by such a large facility, estimated to be 5,000
along M and K Streets and at the Key Bridge-M Street-Canal Road vehicle trips per day One way to reduce the traffic impacts would
and 27th Street-Rock Creek Pkwy-Whitehurst-K Street intersecbe to build a smaller facility. A scaled-back facility would also have
tions.
less of a visual impact on the neighborhood. I will write a letter to
Cathy Wiss: The Whitehurst Freeway provides a much needed the Zoning Commission stating my views.
and efficient means for commuters and residents to get downtown. I am opposed to the deconstruction until a viable and cost
4 • Volume 17 • Number 8

WASHINGTON AQUEDUCT/DALECARLIA RESERVOIR
RESIDUAL REMOVAL — What are the “non-trucking” alternatives, if any, that you would champion for the removal of waste
and residuals from the Dalecarlia Reservoir? Do you believe that
trucking wastes across DC streets as proposed is a viable longterm solution?
Sam Brooks: In the long-term, I do not believe trucking waste
through District streets is the best solution, and I will work to
find a cost-effective and environmentally-prudent solution to this
issue. A pipeline to either Blue Plains Wastewater Treatment Plan
in Southeast, or to a suitable facility in Maryland or Virginia,
would appear to be the best answer, but I frankly do not have
confidence that it is sensible to pursue this option at this juncture. The environmental concerns of such a project have not yet
been adequately met, and the cost of such an effort seems - at
this point -prohibitive.
Mary Cheh: The sludge left from cleaning our water for
drinking can no longer be put back into the Potomac, and the
alternatives are putting it in a landfill at or near the site, or carting it away by boat, in trucks, or pipeline. The only realistic short
term alternative appears to be trucking, but the trucks should be
routed in different directions so that McArthur Blvd doesn’t bear
the entire brunt, and the trucks should be safety sealed. A longer
term solution might lie in tapping water upstream (e.g., NY City
pipes its water from upstate) so that the sludge problem is itself
diminished.
Erik Gaull: I do not believe that trucking the residuals from
the plant is either acceptable or warranted. My solution would be
to build a pipeline to pump the residuals from the Dalecarlia
water treatment plant to a transfer point on Butler Road in
Bethesda (an industrial/commercial street not far from the
Reservoir) where it could be trucked out River Road — a major
artery — to the Beltway. Montgomery County has already offered
to assist in the siting of a transfer station, so I would work with
County officials to establish one on Butler Road.
Robert Gordon: Trucking wastes is not a good long term solution. Other communities have installed underground slurry
pipelines to remove waste. I would consider this option subject to
budget constrains and a complete EIS.
Jonathan Rees: We have the possibility of helicopter transport
as has been used in projects nationwide. Trucking across DC
streets would or could become a health hazard.
Bill Rice: I oppose trucking wastes across DC streets as proposed. I call for an independent study, financed by the DC government, that will look at all alternatives to the disposing of the
Dallecarlia Reservoir residue.
Cathy Wiss: The non-trucking alternative I would champion
is piping the residuals to a site in Maryland closer to the Beltway.
Using trucks to haul the wastes is not a viable solution because
the trucks will bring noise and emissions to our neighborhoods

and their weight will degrade our streets over time. I am concerned, too, that the actual number of daily trips will exceed the
current projections.
NEW GU BOATHOUSE CONSTRUCTION — Are you in favor of,
or opposed to, the construction of the new GU Boathouse at its
current proposed size and location?
Sam Brooks: With its current size and limited public use, I am
not in favor of the construction of the new GU Boathouse. I am
concerned that a roughly 20,000 sq ft boathouse would overwhelm the area and take up too much precious green space along
the Potomac River — and I am concerned that GU (unlike, for
instance, St. Joseph’s University in Philadelphia) has not yet adequately committed to keep the public interest in mind and allow
local high schools and other public boating groups to use the
facility. With proper modifications, however, I would seek to
work with all interested parties to fashion a compromise solution
to meet the needs and concerns of both the neighborhood and
University.
Mary Cheh: I oppose the construction under the current plan
because it degrades the sight lines to the Potomac and because
there appears to be a viable alternative. The boathouse could be
built on the other side of the Key Bridge in the big open space
where there is a parking lot.
Erik Gaull: I am opposed to both the location and the size of
the proposed GU Boathouse.
Robert Gordon: I am in favor of a boathouse since current
storage facilities are overcrowded. GU has been generous to area
schools (e.g. Wilson High and others) with its equipment, staff,
training and with the expanded rowing programs in DC. GU
needs to expand its storage capacity.
Jonathan Rees: Opposed
Bill Rice: I support continued intensive discussion to reach an
appropriate compromise that protects the shore and accommodates the rowing program.
Cathy Wiss: Building a private boathouse in the C & O Canal
National Historic Park and abutting the Capital Crescent Trail
will have a negative impact on public recreational uses and natural resources. I would prefer another location on the Georgetown
waterfront. Regardless of where the boathouse is built, it should
be reduced in size to fit in better with its surroundings, and an
Environmental Impact Statement should be prepared.
PAVING PALISADES STREETS — What would you do to develop
a firm, rapid commitment from the Department of
Transportation to pave our crumbling streets?
Sam Brooks: As a former staff member to both Councilmember
Jim Graham and Councilmember Adrian Fenty — two individuals
with sterling reputations for responsiveness — I know first-hand
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what it means to deliver first-class constituent services and ensure
tasks such as street repaving happen on an accelerated time frame. I
know it involves a full-time commitment from the Councilmember
(I have committed to hold no other job if elected to the Council) and
developing relationships with the director of DDOT and relevant
staff to see that a job’s complete - and that it’s done quickly and effectively. There are no shortcuts here: It’s about rolling up your sleeves,
doing the hard work, and following through until the proper services
are delivered for your constituents.
Mary Cheh: I would make sure that I developed a good working relationship with the new Mayor. And I would secure promises
and then persist and persist to see that they are met.
Erik Gaull: Streets in the Palisades and surrounding areas
(especially Sherier Place, University Terrace, and Rodman Street,
and Foxhall Road) are among the worst I have driven on. We need
greater attention from DDOT to our needs, and as the Ward 3
Councilmember, I would make it known to DDOT officials that
our streets need high-priority attention. If DDOT were unable to
provide me with a realistic timeframe for resurfacing (and reconstruction, where necessary), I would take whatever action needed
to be taken to ensure Palisades streets were addressed in an expeditious manner.
Robert Gordon: I have been a champion of street rebuilding and
repaving as an ANC commissioner in Chevy Chase (Western,
Nebraska, Reno) and would push for similar actions in the
Palisades. I would focus on short term solutions for broken pavement, potholes, and crumbling curbs and act to initiate longer-term
plans for complete reconstruciton of old and crumbling road beds.
Jonathan Rees: Require that the project be outsourced to a
company like Flippo and limit the work to be done to late night
hours as was done in laying cables throughout Georgetown. But
have greater oversight than was the case in the Georgetown project which did not have good oversight and that caused delays in
its completion.
Bill Rice: I will get DDOT’s and the Water and Sewer
Authority’s work schedules and with the Palisades community
agree on a coordinated, public priority list of repairs. This list will
be monitored by my office with any changes — delays or speedups — published and explained.
Cathy Wiss: As a member of the Ward 3 Traffic Policy Task
Force for the last five years, I have been amazed at DDOT’s failure
to flag streets in deplorable condition, to abide by schedules for
resurfacing those streets that have been identified, and to keep
accurate records of when streets have been resurfaced. As your
councilmember, I will ask DDOT to meet with me monthly to
develop and implement a systematic approach to street maintenance for Ward 3.

construction violations? How can DC’s laws and building codes
be improved to strengthen penalties and city oversight?

Sam Brooks: Though a more efficient and accountable DCRA,
we can much more effectively address neighborhood concerns and
profive stronger oversight of construction in the District. We can
realize an improved DCRA through better staff training, better
enforcement (which is often non-existent) of existing penalties
and fees, and, perhaps more importantly, by restructuring the
agency and pulling some departments (such as the Building and
Land Regulation Administration) out from the bureaucratic stranglehold of DCRA. The agency would also better serve the community by being instituting more proactive outreach to the community, and ensuring the consumer — the neighborhood — is put
back into the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs.
Mary Cheh: DCRA is probably the most dysfunctional agency
in the government and the one that most citizens complain about.
It suffers from an unwieldy organization, too few inspectors, and
lack of strong supervision and accountability. While it has
improved somewhat, the Council should undertake a complete
review of its operations, the Mayor’s office should exercise a
tighter control, and citizens should have expanded access to courts
and administrative agencies to see that the rules are enforced.
Erik Gaull: DCRA is a mess; the agency may be too big and
complex to make it work. Serious consideration needs to be given
to breaking DCRA into a Buildings Department (which would
oversee the plans review, permitting, and inspections functions)
and a Business Regulation Department (which would oversee
business licensing and regulatory functions). I would like to see
an organizational emphasis in both new departments on streamlined operations and “one-stop” permitting.
Robert Gordon: DCRA is an agency that has long history of
being ineffective. It has new leadership now and several new programs have been put in place including the Homeowners Center.
I propose a panel of outside experts from the business community
(including construction, unions, legal and architectural) to advise
DCRA on policies and appoint a technical professionals to directly
help DCRA on specific oversight issues, especially where staff may
be limited.
Jonathan Rees: Oversight would best be handled by the City
Council or a committee set up by the City Council. DCRA should
be accountable to the City Council or a committee consisting of
persons from the Office of the Inspector General and Attorney
General in interpreting and enforcing construction violations.
DC’s laws and building codes could be improved by the oversight
of them by the City Council or a committee with oversight as with
above.
Bill Rice: I will work closely with residents to document and
REFORMING DCRA — How can DC provide effective oversight of publish violations, vigorously use the oversight powers of the
construction in the District? To whom do you think DCRA
Ward 2 council member (budget, confirmation, oversight hearshould be accountable with regard to interpreting and enforcing
ings, personal meetings) to get the Department of Consumer and
6 • Volume 17 • Number 8

Regulatory Affairs to act on each violation. I will support
increased penalties, personnel and funding if justified.
Cathy Wiss: New leadership at DCRA has made a commitment
turn
this broken agency around. Jill Stern’s appointment as
to
general counsel is an important step in this process. We also need
more inspectors assigned to each ward, cross-training of inspectors, tighter supervision of employees, and greater openness in the
permit review process. The Zoning Advisory Committee is reviewing the Zoning Regulations for ways to clarify them. We should
appoint a similar task force to review the penalties for building
code violations.
MAKING OUR VOICE HEARD — How can neighborhoods be
given a bigger voice in District decisions? What appointments
would you recommend for city commissions and institutions like
the Board of Zoning Adjustment?
Sam Brooks: I think one critical step we should take is to clarify the roles and responsibilities of our ANC’s — and ensure that
the terms such as “great weight” are given more clarification and
meaning. I would not have any sort of ‘litmus test’ for appointments to institutions like BZA, but would rather look to ensure
that a potential commission or board member would have the
best interests of the community in mind. And the way to ensure
this happens is to listen to, and better engage, neighborhoods and
Ward 3 residents — something to which I’ll have an unwavering
and tireless commitment as your next Ward 3 Councilmember.
Mary Cheh: A council member should be fully accessible to
residents and physically available in the neighborhoods to see and
hear what is going on. I intend, on a weekly, pre-announced,
rotating basis, to have office hours via a “Walk the
Neighborhoods” practice and, in addition, plan on holding regular
town meetings on questions of importance. As for appointments
to commissions, all must be based on merit and committment,
and not cronyism or favors.
Erik Gaull: The best way to give neighborhoods a bigger voice
in District decisions is to have an engaged Ward Councilmember
who listens to the people who live in the neighborhoods. I plan to
be such a Councilmember. I do not have a list of people I would
like to see appointed to D.C. Boards and Commissions, and I
believe this is a prerogative of the Mayor. I would welcome the
Mayor’s appointment of active and involved citizens who demonstrate a real desire to serve on Boards and Commissions.
Robert Gordon: I would make better and more extensive, indepth use of the ANC system, along with citizen associations
where they exist. I would consider appointing experienced current
or retired ANC commissioners to the BZA.
Jonathan Rees: I believe that before any project take place that
the community that would be affected have a say before any
action is taken and that hearings be held in “that” community and
the voice of the community be give great weight as to whether or

not a project actually comes to pass.
Bill Rice: I will work closely with residents to document and
publicize and correct problems that threaten neighborhoods. I
would consider an office of neighborhoods analogous to the
People’s Counsel for utility matters and I will seek qualified individuals from the community for appointment to the boards and
commissions dealing with land-use (Zoning Commission, BZA,
Historic Preservation Review Board, etc.)
Cathy Wiss: As a founder of the Tenleytown Neighbors
Association and as an ANC commissioner since 2001, I have been
working to gain a greater voice for neighborhoods in District
decisions. As a councilmember, I plan not only to attend community meetings, but to meet with ANC commissioners and community members regularly. I would recommend to the mayor that
qualified people who have been active in the community should
be appointed to DC boards and commissions.
To hear more from these candidates, please plan to attend the Ward
3 Candidates Forum, to be held in partnership with the Cleveland
Park Citizens Association. It will be held on Wednesday, June 7th at
7:30pm at John Eaton School, 34th and Lowell. Voting takes place on
September 12th at the Democratic Primaries.

WHERE ARE MAYORAL
CANDIDATES ON
NEIGHBORHOOD ISSUES?
The Northwest Current, as part of its coverage of the DC mayoral election, is
in the process of interviewing all five mayoral candidates on a wide variety
of issues. Here follow extracts from Publisher Davis Kennedy’s interview with
the candidates conducted during March and April of this year:
Should the Whitehurst Freeway be kept in place?
Michael Brown: “Yes.”
Linda Cropp: “Yes, until alternative traffic flows are developed.”
Adrian Fenty: “Yes.”
Marie Johns: “Yes”.
Vincent Orange: “I would await the results of the current study. My
major concern would be traffic movement.”
Should the mayor’s office seek to prevent the Corps of
Engineers from building a dewatering facility behind Sibley
Hospital for fear it could cause heavy use of some District
roads?
Brown: “Yes.”
Cropp: “A traffic and environmental study must be done to determine the
impact on the community and if an alternative would be needed.”
Fenty: “Yes.”
Johns: “Given an environmental impact statement that supports the plant,
the city should support the plant.”
Orange: “The mayor should conduct an independent examination of the
pros and cons, and then make a decision after public input.”
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Capital Fringe Festival to include
Neighbors Through ART

P

alisades residents, artists, performers and writers will be showcased in the DC area’s
first Capital Fringe Festival, July 20-30. The festival is to feature more than 100 performing groups in 20-odd venues around the city. This outburst of creative energy
includes an original performance by Neighbors Through ART. This team-up of artists
from the Hillcrest neighborhood in SE as well as the Palisades is now five years old. It is
an outgrowth of the Hillcrest-Palisades partnership which was founded in 1997.
As part of the Festival, Neighbors Through ART will present “Diagonal
Voices/Echoes” on Saturday, July 22nd at 2PM at the Recital Hall of the Levine School of
Music’s Southeast campus, located at THEARC, 1901 Mississippi Ave., S.E., DC 20020.
Our show is an innovative oral history presentation enhanced by live music and
dance, and by original portraits created for the event by artists in the Palisades and
Hillcrest neighborhoods. The portraits feature several long-term residents in both
neighborhoods whom the event is honoring. In addition, children from a half dozen
schools in both neighborhoods are making a musical and photographic presentation to
introduce the Fringe audience to our neighborhoods.
We still need interviewers, writers, actors, narrators, stage hands, musicians, dancers, a
stage manager, food contributions for the reception, and someone to help design the
invitations and programs. To volunteer, please call Donna Coley-Trice (584-8555), Miles
Steele (582-7832) in Hillcrest, Ginny Levy (244-5110) or Alice Stewart (364-1505). To
learn more about the Capital Fringe Festival, visit www.capfringe.org.
— Alice Stewart
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