News
The Palisades

A Newsletter of the Palisades Citizens’ Association Representing the Greater Palisades Area

The Palisades Citizens Association
wishes you Happy Holidays and a
healthy and safe new year. There
will be no general membership
meeting in january.

See you on February 5th at 7:30pm
at the rec center for the next general membership meeting.
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Luminary Night Brightens The
Palisades:
A Fine Tradition Returns

T

he beloved Palisades Luminary Night is back! Lanterns made from candles,
sand and paper bags might not sound like much, but on Luminary Night, the
cumulative effect of hundreds of Palisades homes and businesses lighting thousands
of simple lanterns on their front walks and along MacArthur Boulevard is breathtaking. This year we’ll be enjoying this simple act again on Sunday, December 16.
After a two year hiatus, Luminary Night returns to be a celebration of the holiday
season and a fundraising event for our community.Thanks to the generosity of this
year’s donors, including Safeway, Wildbird
Center, Pipe Dreams Plumbing and
Heating, Inc, Polliwog Design and Whole
Foods, Luminary night will continue to be
a successful fundraiser. We hope to add to
the $10,500 raised in years past. These funds
have helped with neighborhood projects in
Palisades Park, Key School and the library.
If you are out of town, you can still
participate by asking a neighbor to light and
extinguish your lanterns on your behalf. If
you live on MacArthur Boulevard, consider
putting your luminaria on the median strip
where they will be more visible.
Luminary sets will be sold at the following locations:
• December 8 at Key School Tree Sale
in the Key School parking lot, 10 am
to 4 p.m.
• December 9 at Palisades Community
Church on Cathedral Avenue, 12
noon to 2 p.m.
• December 11 at Palisades Community Church on Cathedral Avenue, 11:30 1:30 p.m.
• December 8 thru 15—Porch Sale at 5814 Sherier Place, NW, most afternoons and evenings from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m..
The cost is $10 for a set of 12 luminary lanterns. Let’s make this event a glowing
success. Talk to your neighbors about participating.
If you have any questions or would like to volunteer to sell sets, please contact
Polly Johnson at 202-364-4356 or at PollyPolliwog@mac.com.
-Polly Johnson
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Hillcrest-Palisades Partnership 10th Anniversary
Celebrated at Palisades Community Church and at
German Embassy

T

All Embassy reception photographs courtesy of the
the Embassy, who is pictured on the right
wo spectacular events this fall have
German Embassy
in the photograph with Ambassador
launched the year-long celebration of
the partnership’s decade of togetherness.
Scharioth and Mayor Fenty, welcomed
The partnership was formalized in 1997,
us at the door of the Embassy house at
bringing to fruition former PCA-President
1900 Foxhall Road and commented on
Penny Pagano’s vision of having the
the lively atmosphere and the friendliPalisades partner with another communess of the guests. We guests in turn
nity in DC. That was the year that Alice
commented on being received with such
Stewart and Miles Steele III, having met
genuine warmth that we all felt very
earlier through the Federation of Citizens
special. The Embassy has done much to
Associations, decided they wanted to get
extend and strengthen its relationship with
to know each others’ neighborhoods and to Ambassador Scharioth, Mayor Fenty, Mr. Moebs the Palisades, and through us with our
identify common interests.
“Neighbors Through ART” – the Hillcrest
This fall we published a colorful commemorative program
community, and we are enormously grateful for their generoswhich elaborates on our history, lists our past events, supportity and hospitality. In addition to these
ers, and the schools whose children have been involved in
two events, the Hillcrest-Palisades
Neighbors Through ART projects. It also contains many photos partnership is planning to organize a
and some great recipes and quotes from residents in both neigh- museum visit and a community service
borhoods. This program is on the Hillcrest website. Check it
event in the coming year. Please join
out!
us at our next planning meeting, tenOn October 27th the partnership organized a Gourmet
tatively scheduled for Sunday, Jan.
Linda Jackson and Jim WhitPotluck Feast and an Art Show focusing on the culinary arts
13th 2008 at 2 p.m. at Alice Stewart’s taker, former Directors of
Neighbors through ARTS
and food. It was
house, 5031 Eskridge Terrace NW.
attended by about
75 people, including
Please check the web sites
many families and
www.palisadesdc.org or
individuals from
www.hillcrestdc.com or
both neighborhoods.
call Alice (202-364-1505)
The Art Show had
before the 13th to confirm
about 35 original
the date and time.
works of art, including oil and watercolor paintings, fabric art,
Very special thanks
photographs, multi-media and ceramic sculpare due to Ambassador
Cofounders Miles Steele III and Alice
Stewart with Vincent Gray, Chairman of the Scharioth and to Stefan
tures and drawings
DC City Council
by many professional
Moebs for inviting us to
as well as amateur
the German Embassy, and to Rev. Brian Merrill, Maribeth
artists. Nearly all
Handisman and Polly
the guests were also
Johnson of the Palisades
hosts in that they
Community Church for facilibrought elaborate and exotic dishes.
tating our use of their hall for
The atmosphere was informal,
the potluck. In addition, these
friendly and festive, and the dinner
events were made possible
was remarkably fancy and very varied and abundant. Although by a cheerful and very Karen Williams, HCA President; Spence Spencer,
some skeptics thought “gourmet potluck” to be an oxymoron,
energetic group of vol- PCA President; Stefan Moebs, Director, German
Information Center, German Embassy
we proved otherwise.
unteers from both neighn November 13th, the German Embassy hosted a beautiborhoods. Topping the list of volunteers are Peter Fitzgerald,
ful and quite formal reception for the leaders of the two
Linda Jackson, Ginny and Sid Levy, Michelle Phipps-Evans,
neighborhood associations, of the partnership and Neighbors
Miles Steele III, Alice Stewart and Jim Whittaker. They
Through ART, for city leaders, and prominent members of city- deserve a standing ovation and a loud chorus of thanks from all
wide arts and civic organizations to celebrate the partnership’s
who participated!
10th anniversary. Our very generous and charming host, Stefan
			
-Alice Stewart
Moebs, Director of the German Information Center USA of

O

All Potluck Dinner photographs courtesy of Jim Whittaker
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Fr om th e P re si de nt

ast Thursday Margie Palm and Ellen
Maxwell convened the Fall board meeting for the Palisades Community Fund
– there are around eight other board members, yours truly included. I want to use this
edition of the President’s Letter to highlight
the work of the Fund, and stress the important -- if not essential -- role they play in the
Palisades Community.
The Board approved the fall round
of community grants to three groups: the
MacArthur Beautification Group, which
sought matching funding to replant on the
Boulevard’s medians, a small group of musicians that will play at community events
over the next year, and seed funding for the
Palisades Village Project.
Palisades Village is a brand-new institution that seeks to
provide assistance to our seniors, and deserves all of out support. A small organizing committee, which made a presentation at our October general meeting, seeks to organize services to enable seniors in the Palisades to continue to live in
the neighborhood and make contributions to our community.

Modeled after the Beacon Hill Village
project in Boston, these services would
range from shoveling snow to helping
with medical insurance claims.
The seed funding is to help the
Palisades Village get on its feet, and
it needs all the support we can muster.
Meanwhile, the Palisades Community
Fund is there to help with projects – like
Palisades Village -- that can make our
community a better place to live, and all
three of the grants awarded can all help to
achieve that goal. The Fund – one of the
unique aspects of our neighborhood – can
show direct support for the best ideas and
initiatives in our community.
On a sadder note, we received word
that longtime neighbor and former PCA Board member
George Allen passed away recently. George was featured
in the August 14 New York Times article on aging in place.
Our condolences go to his wife Ann Allen.
-Spence Spencer
President

The Palisades Inertiad will take place at 8 a.m.
Tuesday, January 1, 2008.

T

his annual event begins on the bridge that carries the
Capital Crescent Trail over the rear grounds of the
Dalecarlia Aqueduct, with participants using non-powered
wheeled contrivances attempting to see how far they can coast
toward Georgetown. Historically, Inertiadists have worn chain
mail vests, loaded bike frames with dumbbell weights, and fitted lead-lined wheel rims with aerodynamic fairings in their
efforts to out-glide the competition.
After more than a decade of coasting endurance runs begun
by each rider’s pushing off from the apogee of the bridge using
his or her weak leg, the Inertiad, which at its peak has drawn
more than a dozen participants, has acquired a new wrinkle.
“This year’s event will feature a complete ban on pushing
off,” said Inertiad founder Michael Dolan. “In the long run I
doubt if our traditional weak-leg push-off really makes a difference in who wins, but we wanted to eliminate even that miniscule variable, and it came to me one day as I was returning
from Bethesda that the expansion joint at the D.C. end of the
bridge is a perfect neutral starting point.”
Instead of pushing off, 2008 Inertiadists will balance their

rear wheels on the expansion joint and let gravity and the law
of inertia have their way with them, Dolan explained. “We’re
hoping to see the great Gallaghers compete again this year,” he
added.
Last year’s Inertiad saw long-time Palisadian Matthew
Gallagher edge out his father, Mark, a multiple Inertiad champion, for first place.
For more information reach out to mikedolan@mac.com.
-Mike Dolan
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Dinner at the Fire Station is a Real Blast!

F

All photographs courtesy of Anne Ourand

amily Night at the Fire Station, an event co-hosted by our local firefighters, The Lab School of Washington and the
Palisades Citizens Association, was once again a blazing success. On October 21st, neighbors enjoyed food, fellowship and
camaraderie with each other and their local fire fighters at an event that has become a fall tradition here in the Palisades.
The official DCFD Fire Fighting Barbecue Team made up of fire fighters Mike Skahill, Brett Sutor, Tory Holmes, Steve
Kevin and George Martin got the smokers going at 1:00am and cooked over 480 pounds of meat that day. Neighbors feasted on
chicken, ribs, brisket and pulled pork. “Cooking for the Palisades residents is the highlight of our whole cooking season,” Skahill
said. A potluck smorgasbord of side dishes and desserts provided by neighborhood residents rounded out the Halloween-themed
event.
Bob Perilla’s Big Hillbilly Bluegrass band provided the backdrop for neighbors chowin’ down, socializing and climbing on
the trucks. Brave children walked through the haunted forest walk in the wetlands area adjacent to the fire station organized and
run by Judy Kirkpatrick and the high school students from The Lab School. Children also enjoyed painting pumpkins and decorating cookies.
New this year was the community fire truck unveiled for the very first time by Chief Rubin. Outfitted with seats in the back,
fire fighters are able to take people on rides. Everyone thought it was a total thrill to ride in a “real” fire truck. We hope to get the
truck back every year.
As in years past, the list of people to thank is long and several
people are inadvertently left off. This year, we’d like to recognize
Leslie Archer for being instrumental in coordinating details. And,
of course, special thanks go out to all the fire fighters from Engine
Company 29 for once again opening their station to the community and sharing a meal and their friendship.
-Anne Ourand

B

Busy Fall for MacArthur
Beautification Group

etween the deer and the drought, the plantings along MacArthur
Boulevard have had a rough summer. At last, fall has arrived along
with some rain and MacArthur Beautification Group (MBG) has been
able to replace some of the damaged plants and refurbish some of the
mounds. In October, several hundred perennials – hostas, sedum and liriope – were replaced. In November, more than fifty new Japanese hollies
were planted in places where the cherry laurels had died. And, the many
volunteer “moundkeepers” have been busy the past few weeks mulching
and weeding to prepare the mounds for winter. All of the work, plus the
regular mowing of the median strips, is possible because of the generosity
of the Palisades community.
You can still help MBG keep MacArthur Boulevard beautiful. If
you’re walking your dog or heading for a cup of coffee, please pick
up any trash along the way. If you’d like to have your own mound to
tend, there are a few still in need of volunteers. Or, if you’d like to get
more involved, please let us know, we’d love your help. Caroline Ervin
202.364.9355 or ccervin@rcn.com
-Carolyn Ervin
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BlackSalt Has Opened
A New Tasting Room
Chef Danny Wells creates a daily 5
course tasting menu centered
around the freshest, highest
quality seafood in the area
Pastry Chef Susan Wallace
completes your dining experience
with her house made chocolate
oyster shell confections.
~~~
Visit Fish Monger Scott Weinstein in the
Fish Market for today’s freshest
seafood selections and prepared foods
to create a perfect meal.
Ask about our Holiday Season Pick-Up
Catering Menu with prepared selections
designed to help you with all
your Holiday needs.
Thank you to the citizens of the Palisades
for your continued support and patronage,
From all of us at BlackSalt Fish Market
and Restaurant
4883 MacArthur Blvd
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 342-9101 blacksaltrestaurant.com
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A Reminder: ‘Tis the Season to be Generous

arly in November, you received a letter from the Palisades Community Fund (PCF), the
501c (3) tax-exempt arm of the PCA, asking renewed support of the wide range of community projects the Fund has made possible since 1998. Many of you have responded generously
and the PCF wishes to thank each and every one of you.
Here’s a partial list of community enhancements that PCF donations made possible in whole
or in part -- good things which other organizations, or the government, cannot – or will not –
create:
• Outdoor furniture, indoor specialty furnishings, landscaping and plants for Palisades
Community Library
• Upgrade funding for Friends of Palisades Park projects and tennis courts
• Enrichment materials, books and AV, for Key School classrooms and library
• Partnership for Seniors (with Iona House) and the new aging-in-place organization now in start-up, Palisades Village
• Renovation of the neighborhood landmark fire station cupola, new carpeting and kitchenware for firefighters
• Equipment, development and refreshed ground cover for the Tot Lot at Hardy Recreation Center
• The kiosk / community bulletin board, garden and commemorative bricks at Safeway
• Children’s theatre productions and other family programs
• Underwriting for the book on Palisades History by Alice Stewart
We’ve done no fund-raising for two years, so if you have not done so already, now is the time to open your checkbooks and
give generously. Building the Palisades Community Fund endowment allows us, year by year, to continue finding and funding
exciting projects to keep our neighborhood vibrant and fun. Look for PCF’s Luminary Night and our sale of all the equipment
you need to participate, at Key School Christmas Tree Sale on December 8 and 9, at the Key School parking lot.
Please pick up a pen now and send your check to:
Palisades Community Fund
P.O Box 40603
Washington, DC 20016
--Ellen Maxwell and Margie Palm, Co-Chairs, Palisades Community Fund
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Mac Mannes, Inc. Celebrates 50th Anniversary
M

ac Mannes, Inc. is proud to be celebrating our 50th Anniversary in the promotional products marketplace. The firm started
as a retail gift shop on G Street in the 1930’s. Mac’s son, John, began the promotional products division in 1957 and soon
after moved the office to the 4800 block of MacArthur Blvd. After outgrowing that space, we moved to 5104 MacArthur Blvd.,
where we have been for over thirty years.
We are a promotional products distributor, providing the region’s organizations with imprinted items to meet their branding
needs. Common promotional items include apparel, awards and recognition items, meeting and tradeshow items, direct mail, and
executive gifts. Our client list reads like a who’s who of Washington’s corporations, associations and government agencies.
In addition to providing the Palisades Citizens Association with the annual 4th of July t-shirts, we have served many of the
Palisades community’s business and residents over the years.
Feel free to stop in anytime to see our showroom and speak with an account executive. If there is ever anything we can do for
you, just ask.
Chris Huebner
President
Mac Mannes, Inc.
5104 MacArthur Blvd.
202.333.0900
www.macmannes.com
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Glen Echo Events
• December 8: Start the Holiday Season at Glen Echo Park’s “Winter
Wonderland.” Enjoy performances, tours, and a hot chocolate bar before
strolling through an illuminated Glen Echo Park! Browse and buy fine
artworks at the Holiday Art Show in the Popcorn Gallery and listen to the
wonderful Capital Accord Chorus as they “light up the dark days of winter
with song.” Many of our resident artists’ studios will also have works for
sale, including the Art Glass Center, Glassworks, Glen Echo Pottery, and
more. In addition, the Puppet Co. will present a special evening performance of “The Nutcracker” at 7 p.m. So bring the whole family! 6 to 9 p.m.
Call (301) 634-2222 or visit www.glenechopark.org.
• .November 17 – January 13: Holiday Art Show and Sale. The Holiday Art
Show and Sale will feature resident artists and instructors at Glen Echo
Park. Find unique holiday gifts from a variety of media, including painting,
photography, glass, ceramics, crafts, jewelry and more! Located in the
Popcorn Gallery. Open Saturdays and Sundays from noon to 6 p.m. Artists’
Reception on Saturday, December 8, from 6 to 8 p.m. Call (301) 634-2222 or
visit www.glenechopark.org.
• November 17, 8 p.m. to midnight: The Jam Cellar is thrilled to present
Russ Wilson and His Nouveau-Passé Orchestra! The beginner swing lesson
with the Jam Cellar instructors starts at 8 p.m. and is free with admission.
The dance runs from 9 p.m. - midnight. In the Spanish Ballroom. Admission:
$14. For more information visit www.thejamcellar.com or contact huh@
thejamcellar.com
• November 23 – December 30: The Puppet Co. presents “The Nutcracker”.
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at 10 and 11:30 a.m.;Saturdays and
Sundays at 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. with the following exceptions: Friday,
November 23 and December 26 through 30 at 11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
Theater closed December 23, 24 and 25. In the Puppet Co. Playhouse.
Recommended for K through Adult. $8 for adults and children. Playing
time is 50 minutes. Call (301) 320-6668 or visit www.thepuppetco.org.
• December 1 - December 22: 13th Annual Members Art Show Annual show
featuring the work of Yellow Barn members. Located in the Yellow Barn
Gallery. Saturdays and Sundays from noon to 5 p.m. Call (301) 371-5593 or
visit www.yellowbarnstudio.com
• December 7- January 27” The Art Glass Center will present a Holiday Art
Show and Sale of functional art, sculpture, wall art, and jewelry. All glass
art for sale is created by the Center’s resident artists Diane Cabe, Christine
Hekimian, Bev and Zayde Sleph, and Bobbi Vischi, and all the work is made
at the Art Glass Center Studio. Every Friday through Sunday from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Contact Bobbi Vischi at BBVischi@comcast.net.
• December 7 - January 13: An exhibit by students in Mark Power’s fall photography class. Gallery hours are Sundays and Wednesdays, 1 to 8 p.m. and
at all times during day and evening classes. Opening reception, December
8, 4 to 6 p.m. For more information contact Karen Keating at (301) 229-793
or visit www.glenechophotoworks.org.
• December 9: A monthly photo jam session at Photoworks Studio. Bring
photos to a morning critique led by a Photoworks faculty member. Enjoy
the comradery of your peers, along with coffee and bagels and a lively
discussion of your images. 10 a.m. to noon in the Photoworks Studio. Call
(301) 229-7930 or visit www.glenechophotoworks.org.
• December 14: Contra Dance, 7:30 - 11:30 p.m.. The Friday Night Dancers
presents traditional American dancing including contra dances, square
dances, and several waltzes. Contra dance lesson from 7:30 to 8:15 p.m.
Dance from 8:30 to 11:30 p.m. to the fabulous Glen Echo Open Band. In the
Spanish Ballroom. Admission: $9. Contact info@fridaynightdance.org

• December 15: Swing Dance, 8pm - midnight. Jingle Bell Rock with the
Daryl Davis Band! The evening will kick off with a beginning swing lesson
taught by Marc Shepanek & Ellen Engle at 8pm. At 9pm, the Daryl Davis
Band will take the stage and play for your dancing pleasure until midnight.
Step back in time and enjoy an evening of old-fashioned FUN! $13 or
volunteer for an hour to get in free. Contact volunteers@flyingfeet.org
to get on the volunteer schedule. In the Spanish Ballroom. Admission: $13.
Contact dance@flyingfeet.org.
• December 16: Waltz, 3 to 6 p.m., Waltz Time presents a beginning waltz
lesson from 3 to 3:30 p.m., followed by an afternoon of waltzes and
other couples dances. Dancing from 3:30 to 6 p.m. to the music of THE
WALTZTRONS with David Knight, Edith Coakley, Barbara Heitz, and Liz
Donaldson. This band is sure to provide a wonderful afternoon of waltz
and other couples dances. As always, no partner is required for this
dance in the Spanish Ballroom, and the cost is only $8, including lesson.
Admission: $8. Contact info@waltztimedances.org or 202.238.0230.
• December 16: Contra and Square Dance, 7 - 10:30 p.m.. The Folklore
Society of Greater Washington presents traditional American dancing with
a focus on New England style contra dances, and including square dances,
country mixers, waltzes and other couple dances. All dances are taught,
and no partner is necessary. The newcomers’ welcome lesson is at 7 p.m.,
followed by called dances from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. In the Spanish Ballroom.
Admission: $12 nonmembers/$9 FSGW members. Contact 202.518.1299.
• December 21: Contra Dance 7:30 - 11:30 p.m.. Nils Fredland calls to the
Love Mongrels. This dawg band has Orrin Star on banjo, Danny Knicely on
mandolin and guitar, Jon Glik on fiddle, and Ralph Gordon on bass. In the
Spanish Ballroom. Admission: $9. Contact info@fridaynightdance.org.
• December 22: Swing Dance, 8 p.m. to midnight. Hear for yourself why
Frankie Manning, one of the original Whitey’s Lindy Hoppers and an icon
to the Swing World, calls the Tom Cunningham Orchestra “the Swingin’est
Band in the Land!” Beginning swing lesson at 8 p.m. is followed by dancing
from 9 p.m. to midnight. Admission: $15.
• December 23: Contra and Square Dance, 7 - 10:30 p.m., .
• December 28: Contra Dance,, 7:30 - 11:30 p.m..
• December 29: Swing Dance,8 p.m. - midnight. Join Gottaswing.com for
another great swing dance with Blair Carman and the Belleview Boys.
Beginner swing lesson with Tom and Debra 8 – 9 p.m., dance 9 p.m. - midnight. In the Spanish Ballroom. Admission: $15. December 30: Waltz Dance,
3 to 6 p.m.
• December 30: Contra and Square Dance, 7 - 10:30 p.m.
• December 31: New Year’s Eve Swing Dance, 8 p.m. to 12:30 am. Celebrate
New Year’s Eve with George Gee & the Jump, Jivin’ Wailers from NYC!
The evening will kick off with a beginning swing lesson taught by Marc
Shepanek & Ellen Engle at 8pm. At 9pm, George Gee & the Jump, Jivin’
Wailers will take the stage and play for your dancing pleasure until 12:30
am. The perfect way to bring in the new year and enjoy an evening of
dancing FUN! $25 including lesson and light refreshments. In the Spanish
Ballroom. Admission: $25. Contact dance@flyingfeet.org or 301-299-8728.
The Park is located at 7300 MacArthur Blvd. in Glen
Echo, Maryland (six miles northwest of Georgetown along the
Potomac River).
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To our Platinum, Gold, Silver, and Bronze Members: Thank you!
Platinum Members
MacArthur Liquors
Masonic Grand Lodge of
Washington DC
Safeway
Gold Members
BlackSalt Fish Market & Restaurant
CVS
DC Boathouse
H.D. Johnson
Institute For Spiritual Development
John I Haas, Inc.
MacMannes
Palisades Community Church
Parker’s Exxon
Sibley Memorial Hospital
The River School
Window Washers Etc. LLC
Silver Members
Bambu Restaurant
Bedrock Companies
Capital Antiques
DC Living Real Estate, LLC
Dennis O’Leary, DDS
French Seams
Howard Eales Inc.
Listrani’s Italian Gourmet
MacMarket & Deli
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Design 1
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