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TUESDAY, May 6 • 7:30
Palisades Recreation Center
•

•

Representatives from IONA Senior Services and
Palisades Village will discuss current and upcoming
senior initiatives.
A vote will take place on increasing the administrator’s

•

salary $200/monthVote for Executive Offices
A vote will take place on Executive Officer slate

T

he PCA Nominating Committee presents the following slate of Executive
Officers for 2008-2009.
President: William “Spence” Spencer
1st Vice President: Jay Rouse
2nd Vice President: Bill Slover
Treasurer: Bill Barnard
Secretary: Christine Hackett
This will be subject to a vote from the
PCA general membership at the May 6
meeting. Any member may place in nomination the name of a member from the floor
at the May meeting, provided such nomination is properly seconded.
Please direct all questions and indications of interest to the PCA office at
202-363-7441or palisadesdc@hotmail.com.
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Department of Parks and Recreation
Refines Plans for Rec Center Entrance

L

andscape Architect Sherry Frear of the DC Department of Parks and Recreation,
presented two new designs for the entrance to the Palisades Recreation Center
at our April general membership meeting. Essentially the
same except for the parking
count, “Option E” and “Option
F” feature the complete separation of vehicular and pedestrian
traffic and a return loop for the
convenient and safe drop-off of
children. A curving path provides
a nice pedestrian route without
Option E
spoiling the green space.
The reaction to the plans at
the meeting was generally positive. Attendees were happy to see
a simple, safe design without too
much paving. A desire for grouping park benches and possibly
providing chess tables was discussed. Sherry expressed appreciation for the many comments received after Options A through C were presented
in February. She said that the main thrust of the comments was to keep it simple and
provide a generous, versatile green space. Green space area calculations were provided
for all options, but the recreation
department now considers the previous designs to be “superseded.”
Several residents commenting at the meeting found “Option
F” to be more desirable due to a
higher parking count. However,
concern was expressed that sixteen spaces for cars are still not
Option F
enough, as the existing drive and
unimproved lot can handle twice
that number. Since Sherry’s presentation, spring sports season
at the Rec Center has begun in
earnest, giving the community a
good idea of the traffic flow that
the renovated park will generate
Continued on page 7
in peak season. There is concern
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Out and About
• Judith Lanius Spring Show: Judith Lanius invites her Palisades neighbors to
attend a jewelry show featuring the spring collection of her one-of-a-kind
necklaces, bracelets and earrings. The show takes place at her home at 2824
Chain Bridge Road NW on Friday, May 2, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday,
May 3, from 1 to 7 p.m. and Sunday, May 4, from noon to 5 p.m. Ms. Lanius
is an art and architectural historian, an active preservationist and former
chair of the Chain Bridge/University Terrace Preservation Committee. She
uses beads, stones and semi-precious jewels to create unusual eye-catching
pieces which range from the subtle and elegant to bold statement pieces.
The show will feature her latest designs.
• Elite Soccer Team Camp, June and July 2008. The Elite Team Camp
is open to both teams and individuals wishing to enhance their skills on
the soccer pitch. The camp is broken into several different academies,
which cater to all aspects of development for today’s youth soccer
player. The academies are led by GW staff and other coaches who presently work with collegiate, professional, and international level athletes
and have a strong background. For specific academies, dates and times,
and fees, visit http://gwsports.com/sports/m-soccer/specrel/020508aab.html, e-mail eliteteamcamp@gmail.com, or call
202-994-9779.
• “Films on The Vern: Go for the Gold”. In celebration of the 2008 Summer
Olympic Games, join us as we showcase the world of sports and the spirit
of competition at the 5th Annual “Films on The Vern” film series! Bring a

blanket and snacks to enjoy a FREE outdoor movie! Free and open to the
Public. Every Wednesday night from July 16 through August 20, 2008, at
8:30pm on the Mount Vernon Campus Quad (Rain location: Eckles Library
Auditorium).
• Make Your Summer an Educational One: Learn Something New at
GW! Summer 2008 Classes Start on Monday, May 19. Registration
begins Monday, May 12 Did you ever want to learn about the evolution of American cinematography, dabble in romantic literature, or study
entrepreneurship? These are just a few examples of courses made available
to you through the Alumni and Neighbor Course Audit Program. Available
to GW alumni of all ages and campus neighborhood residents above the
age of 60, the Course Audit Program is a rewarding way to enhance skills,
increase knowledge and pursue a commitment to lifelong learning. For a
list of courses available for audit and for instructions on how to register,
visit http://www.alumni.gwu.edu/courseaudit, or contact the
Office of Alumni Relations at 202-994-6435 or alumni@gwu.edu. In order
to be eligible for this program, neighbors of the Mount Vernon Campus
must live within the area of the 20007 zipcode, bounded on the north and
west by Garfield Street and Battery Kemble Park, on the south and west by
Canal Road, and on the east by 39th Street. Age and residency validation
can be completed between 9am and 5:30pm in the Office of the Associate
Vice President and Dean of Freshmen, in the Webb Building at GW’s Mount
Vernon Campus (located at 2100 Foxhall Road).

DC Appeals Court Hears Appeal on Wesley Heights
Park “Walled-Platform Structure”

O

n April 2, a three-judge panel of
the D.C. Court of Appeals (the
highest court of the District) heard
oral arguments on whether it should
affirm or reverse a 2006 decision of
the D.C. Board of Zoning Adjustment
(“BZA”) that invalidated a building
permit that purportedly authorized
Frank and Dina Economides to erect
an enormous walled structure in their
rear yard. The Economides have
asked the Court of Appeals to overturn the BZA’s ruling that the structure violates multiple provisions of the
DC Zoning Code.
The court heard arguments from
the Economides’ lawyer, as well as
from lawyers representing the BZA,
the United States Park Service, and
Partick Carome, the city resident who
in December 2004 filed an administrative
challenge of the permitting decision. Mr.
Carome contended before the BZA that
the structure that the Economides had
built in their rear yard was not merely
a “retaining wall,” as the Economides
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claimed, but rather an enormous platform structure that violated height,
set-back and occupancy restrictions of
the DC Zoning Code. Mr. Carome’s
appeal was backed by a wide variety of
organizations, including the local ANC,
the Pallisades Citizens Association, the
National Park Service, and the Sierra
Club. In a 4-1 decision on July 5, 2005,
and finalized in a written order dated
March 24, 2006, the BZA agreed with
Mr. Carome and struck down the permit.

Most of the arguments made
by the Economides lawyer at the
court hearing focused on whether the
BZA erred in determining that Mr.
Carome’s challenge to the permitting
decision was timely. The BZA determined that Mr. Carome’s appeal was
timely even though he filed it several
months after the permit was issued
because he had no knowledge of the
permit before mid-October 2004 and
because the construction activity purportedly authorized by the permit was
concealed, until the fall of 2004, by
the thick foliage of Wesley Heights Park.
During the April 2 court hearing,
one of the judges asked Stacy Anderson,
the D.C. Assistant Attorney General
defending the BZA decision, what will
happen to the Economides’ structure if
the court affirms the BZA’s ruling. Ms.
Anderson answered that, under D.C. law,
the Economides will have to entirely dismantle the structure.
A decision from the DC Court of
Appeals is expected later this year.

Fr om th e P re si de nt

V

olunteers are what make this neighborhood tick. From the Palisades
Community Fund to the Friends of Battery
Kemble Park to the PCA itself, neighbors
regularly take the time from their busy lives
to make a contribution to the community,
at a rate I would argue that exceeds many
other neighborhoods of the District and the
surrounding area. Your newsletter is always
filled with monthly examples of this dedication to the Palisades.
I need to highlight a few of my
own. First, the Friends of the Palisades
Recreation Center has come up with a new
officer slate. Jimmy Ervin, who has played
an incredibly important role in the work on
the Rec Center over the last five years or
so, will step down as Chairman. Tom Ditonto has volunteered
to step into these very large shoes; Tom will also work with
Julia Cobb (Vice Chair), Catherine Ryan (Treasurer), and
Paul Donellan (Secretary) to support DPR and the Rec Center
staff on programming, improvements, and anything else to
help make the Rec Center a better place for all comers. They
are also planning several Rec Center events for this spring and
summer and if you would like to make your own contribution,
send Tom an e-mail at tditonto@aol.com.
All of should salute the indomitable work of Chris Baer,
who has taken the lead on organizing the first ongoing farmers market in the Palisades. Your PCA aims to host the market
every Sunday from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm on the first 150 yards
of 48th Place NW adjacent to MacArthur Blvd, starting the
first weekend in June. This section of street will be closed
off from 8am – 2pm each Sunday to allow for setup and
clean up of the market. Seasonal produce and farm products
will be provided by Tuscarora Organic Growers Cooperative
who will also be in charge of the management of the market,
its setup and cleanup.
The market is planned to be a community meeting place
for local residents to buy organic produce and farm goods

and also shop at local merchants. Outdoor
markets such as this one are known to have
a positive impact on local businesses of all
kinds by encouraging neighbors to shop during the farmers market hours. The market
also supports area farmers, thus helping to
preserve surrounding farm land. The market
concept will be discussed at the next meeting
of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3D,
which will take place at 7:30 on Wednesday
May 7 at Sibley Auditorium. Neighbors may
come to express their opinions about the idea
of holding farmers market in the Palisades
and its impact on the community. If you
have preliminary comments to be raised at
the meeting, but cannot be present, (or if you
have any other ideas or comments, or even
want to help) please e-mail Chris directly at cdbaer@yahoo.
com.
Everyone working on this initiative are all heartened at the
tremendous community support. Chris has been tireless in his
work. As always there are several last minute issues that have
come up, including the larger permitting process, addressing
the concerns of immediate neighbors, and of course – making
sure that Tuscarora is happy with the arrangements. I am hopeful that these issues can be resolved successfully; but keep
your fingers crossed as we draw near to the date!
In closing, mark your calendars for the May general
meeting of the PCA which will be held on Tuesday, May 6,
as always at the Rec Center at 7:30 pm. Our focus will be on
options for Palisades Seniors (including dealing with emergencies), and will feature a presentation by IONA Senior Services,
as well as an update on the Palisades Village project. .
See you on May 6!
-Spence Spencer
President

New Officers for Friends of the Palisades Recreation Center
Tom Ditonto, Chair
Julia Cobb, Vice Chair
Catherine Ryan, Treasurer
Paul Donellan, Secretary
We thank our outgoing Chair Jimmy Ervin, who, along with a prior Chair, Mark Binsted, has dedicated many hours of tireless efforts to our recent Recreation Center renovations. THANK YOU Mark and Jimmy and to all who serve on the Friends of
the Palisades Recreation Center team. Tom can be reached at tditonto@aol.com or 202-841-6839.
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Palisades Real Estate Remains
Strong Despite Slowdown

T

he Spring real estate market in Washington, DC, historicalas a caring and cohesive community. These factors continue to
ly jump starts as early as January and continues strong until keep our enclave of the city highly desirable and our real estate
the first pause of mid summer. This year, however, the market
investments, better protected during market slowdowns.
proved to be slower in the
The table on this page
first quarter. This was princishows all PCA neighborhood
Address
List Price
Sold Price
% Diff
pally due to economic uncerfee simple and condominium
3024 Arizona Ave NW
$699,900
$680,000
-2.84%
tainties - the mortgage crisis
homes sales from January 1st
5018 Cathedral Ave NW
$739,000
$732,500
-0.88%
and significant changes with
– April 19th, 2008. In addition,
4525 Clark Pl NW
$649,000
$630,000
-2.93%
loan products and qualifying
62 properties have been on the
4948 Eskridge Ter NW
$2,495,000
$2,485,000
-0.40%
terms - and in larger part due
market in our neighborhood
5122 Fulton St NW
$695,000
$685,000
-1.44%
to the blanket press coverage
during this period of time: 33
5021 Glenbrook Ter NW
$1,500,000
$1,360,000
-9.33%
of the mortgage crisis and of
active listings with an average
the slower national real estate
price of $1,927,217 for 115
1801 Hoban Rd NW
$1,545,000
$1,400,000
-9.39%
trends, which seemed to perdays on the market; 2 listings
4565 Indian Rock Ter NW
$499,000
$577,170
15.67%
petuate the slowdown.
under contract with a con5020 Lowell St NW
$2,295,000
$2,275,000
-0.87%
Real estate markets
tingency with an average list
5151 Macarthur Blvd NW
$895,000
$885,000
-1.12%
are local in nature. In our
price of $582,000 at 40 days
5205 Macarthur Ter NW
$1,195,000
$1,195,000
0.00%
Greater DC Metro area,
average on the market; 14 list5619 Potomac Ave NW
$1,250,000
$1,175,000
-6.00%
neighborhoods outside of the
ings under contract with an
5023 V St NW
$679,000
$679,000
0.00%
beltway often have very difaverage price of $1,1706,700
Average
$1,164,300
$1,135,282
-2.49%
ferent sales data compared
and 88 days average on the
to neighborhoods within the
market; and 13 that sold at an
Median
$895,000
$885,000
-1.12%
beltway. Even the city can
average price of $1,135,282
have wide ranging sales data
in 27 days with only a 1.5%
from one neighborhood to another. Each neighborhood also
drop from the original price. This data shows that, even in
have its own redeeming qualities, and such sought-after qualislower times, our neighborhood real estate market has remained
ties can impact neighborhood sales data.
sound particularly for homes that are well-maintained, in good
With respect to the PCA neighborhood consisting of
condition, with good curb appeal and features, and priced correctly.
Palisades, Berkley and Kent, we are blessed with a wonder-Skip & Debbie Singleton,
ful small-town neighborhood consisting of many sought-after
Principals of DC Living Real Estate, LLC
qualities – e.g., parks, shops, restaurants, schools, Capital
Crescent Trail, proximity to all parts of the Metro area, as well

Sweet Smell of Sewage??? Water and Sewer Authority
Head Meets with Palisades Neighbors

A

t this month’s PCA general meeting held on April 1, DC
Water and Sewer Authority (WASA) General Manager
Jerry Johnson and other WASA officials reported on the
construction plan for the Potomac Interceptor Odor Abatement
Program, which has been pending since 2001. The plan, which
is to reduce sewer gas odors emanating from faulty vents along
the Potomac River corridor, calls for the construction of six
separate odor control facilities (three in Montgomery County,
one in the District of Columbia at Fletcher’s Boathouse, and
two in Northern Virginia).
As explained during the meeting, implementing the
plan requires approval from several different jurisdictions and
agencies, each with their own requirements and priorities. This
common “Washington” problem has resulted in severe delays.
The site at Fletcher’s Boathouse, for instance, requires final
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architectural approval by the National Park Service (NPS), the
DC State Historic Preservation Officer (DCSHPO), the US
Commission of Fine Arts (CFA), the National Capital Planning
Commission (NCPC), and the DC Department of Consumer and
Regulatory Affairs. After approvals have been granted for the
facility, WASA finally will be ready to request building permits
and go to bid.
Palisades residents attending the meeting urged WASA
officials to move expeditiously on the plan and to provide regular updates on progress or problems associated with the plan
The Palisades Citizens Association and neighbors are currently
awaiting a report from WASA on next steps.
-Sally Strain

Capital’s Only Civil War
Bus Tour Offers...
... a chance to visit the newly restored Lincoln cottage, the
16th President’s retreat on the picturesque campus of the U.S.
Armed Forces Retirement Home. It is the centerpiece of a new
civil war tour of Washington. “Civil War Washington: Soldiers
and Citizens” will be introduced on Memorial Day weekend—
the springtime holiday that originated after the Civil War in
remembrance of those who have died in service to the United
States. “Civil War Washington” is sponsored by Washington
Walks and Cultural Tourism DC.
The three-hour bus tour, appropriate for adults and high
school students, will be offered at 9:30 a.m. on six Saturdays:
May 24 and 31, and June 7, 14, 21 and 28. The cost is $42 per
person, which includes admission to the Lincoln Cottage site.
The tour is led by Anna Owens-Wolf and Dwane Starlin,
two of Washington Walk’s most experienced and entertaining
guides.
In addition, tour participants will also drive by other notable Civil War sites. They will hear about pioneer photographer
Matthew Brady’s attempts to make a photographic record of
the battlefield and Clara Barton’s tireless efforts on behalf of
missing persons. The bus will pass the Willard Hotel, where
Julia Ward Howe wrote the “Battle Hymn of the Republic,” and
Logan Circle, named for the famous general who was responsible for the establishment of Memorial Day. The group will
also trace the story of President Lincoln’s final hours including
a stop at Peterson House, where he was taken after the assassination and where he later died.
For information or to reserve a tour, contact 202-484-1565
or www.washingtonwalks.com.
-Janice Kaplan

Advertisement			

Advertisement			

The 42nd Annual Palisades
4th of July Parade
WANTS YOU!

I

t’s not quite as much fun as running away with the circus,
but we’re looking for people to help us make the Palisades’
4th of July another fantastic endeavor this year!! So whether
you’re an extrovert, an artist or a behind the scenes kind of
person, you’re always welcome to join in the making of the
Palisades’ 4th of July Parade and Picnic!
Most importantly, the Parade is always looking for new
local musical talent, school groups, church groups, neighborhood and special interest group floats. Let’s try to outnumber the politicians this year!! The Parade starts at 11 a.m. on
Friday, July 4th. All you have to do is show up for the queue
in full regalia at 10:15 a.m. on Whitehaven Pkwy. No preregistration required. You might even win one of the many
awards
given out at the park after the parade! Not comfortable standing in the lime light? The Parade needs marshals along the
parade route to help keep the parade moving. Please call
the PCA office at 202-363-7441 if you think this may be the
job for you. Volunteers are also needed at the Rec center to
set up tables at 9:30am, cut watermelon at 10:30am (please
bring your own sharp knife!) and for clean up duty at 2:00pm.
Please contact Linda Starke at 202-387-4238 or lstarke@
starpower.net if you can help in any of those ways. And last
but not least, we need LOTS of people to sell T-shirts at the
flea market or in front of Safeway. Please contact Maria
Garcia at 202-531-1871 or maria2270@comcast.net to see
what shift works for you. This year’s T-shirts will debut for
sale in early June at the Lion’s Club Flea Market in the
Wachovia Bank parking lot on the corner of MacArthur Blvd.
and Arizona Ave. Supplies of each size are limited so buy
early!! Come to the Parade Committee’s
Advertisement
next meeting on Thursday, May 1st at
the Palisades Library and find out more
about how you can be a part of the fun,
the pride. and the pageantry which is the
Palisades 4th of July Parade!
-Jeanne Dushel

The Palisades Citizens’ Association • 5

Neighbors Continue Fight Proposed Development Adjacent to Park

C

oncerned Palisades residents within the Chain Bridge Road/University Terrace Tree and Slope Protection Overlay continue
their battle with D.C. developer Morton Bender over the fate of the former “Murphy estate,” a 3.5-acre parcel of largely
vacant land on Chain Bridge Road directly across from Battery Kemble Park.
Bender sought a special exception from the Overlay’s strict requirements in order to implement his maximum-development
plan. On August 7, 2007, the Board of Zoning Adjustment, in a unanimous vote, denied his request on the grounds that the plan
was inconsistent with the terms and objectives of the Overlay, which was intended to protect steep slopes and heavily wooded
areas, and did not offer clearly adequate plans for drainage and protection of downstream neighbors from surface run-off.
Despite the strong and unanimous conclusions of the BZA, Bender has decided to appeal its decision to the D.C. Court of
Appeals, which has required the neighborhood group to submit additional legal filings and expend additional resources on protecting the neighborhood from this egregious and completely inappropriate over-development. Nevertheless, they are confident
about the outcome. Speaking for his neighbors, Bob Sussman, Chair of the Chain Bridge Road/University Terrace Preservation
Committee, which is leading the fight, said, “This is a long battle against a very determined developer; however, I have no doubt
that we will stay the course and ultimately prevail. It’s a shame that residents of this lovely area are being forced to go through
this in order to protect the very values that make the Palisades unique in the District of Columbia.” If you would like additional
information, or if you would like to help out, please contact Bob Sussman at: BOB.SUSSMAN@LW.com; or Steve Wolf at steven.wolf@starpower.net.
-Art Watson

M

...And Here It Is!

acArthur Boulevard seems to be drawing new restaurants like a magnet these
days. In mid-April Et Voila opened at 5120 MacArthur, a space recently abandoned by Cafe Ettore. The last time the restaurant in this location changed hands the
decor and layout stayed much the same, even though the food you could order was
different. But not this time. While this is still a long narrow room, the new owners
have cleverly hung huge mirrors along one wall, which makes the room feel larger.
And they have redecorated the space from top to bottom (including getting rid of the
uncomfortable chairs that had plagued visitors to the last two restaurants).
Owners Claudio Pirollo and Mickael Cornu describe Et Voila as a BelgianFrench restaurant—not surprising, since Pirollo (the chef) is Belgian and Cornu (the
pastry chef) is French. This is their first restaurant together, though both have had
extensive experience in the field in the Washington area over the last decade.
The menu will aim to provide both Belgian and French dishes, so you can expect
to see endives used often. Other dishes they offer include mussels and fried steak,
with prices expected to be in the moderate range. For those with a sweet tooth, both
Belgian waffles and crepes will be available. Carryout can be arranged for any dish
on the menu. And for special occasions you can order elaborate customized cakes by
Cornu.
Manager Patrick Defvenain, who will keep everyone happy in the dining room,
says they hope to offer cooking classes and perhaps a small wine tasting once they get
established. For the first month or so Et Voila will be closed on Mondays, but they
hope to soon be open seven days a week. Visit Et Voila Tuesday through Sunday for
lunch or dinner; on Sundays they will serve brunch from 10:30 am.
Et Voila, 5120 MacArthur Blvd, 202-237-2300.
-Linda Starke

T

he Newsletter occasionally publishes profiles of local businesses that we think
you may find interesting, useful, or fun. The profiles are intended to highlight new
ones that have moved into the Palisades, as well as those that have been our neighbors for many years. In all cases, the businesses have not asked to be profiled or
promised any quid pro quo. We hope that all of you support the establishments doing
business in the Palisades to keep it dynamic and vibrant
-Editor
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Truly Amazing Community Support Helps MacArthur Beautification
Group Raise Funds to Match Generous Palisades Community Fund Grant

T

he past generosity of this neighborhood has sustained this
project since its beginnings, and this year has been no
exception! MacArthur Beautification Group asked and you
answered. In just a few short weeks, our Palisades community
generously contributed all and MORE of the funds needed to
match the $10,000 grant of that the Palisades Community Fund
committed to help rejuvenate two blocks along the boulevard.
At last, MBG has begun the renovation and rebuilding of the
mounds between Arizona Avenue and Cathedral Avenue. The
5400 block of MacArthur Boulevard is the first to be rebuilt
and the 5300 block will follow soon. The rejuvenation project
includes removing the dead, dying and diseased cherry trees,
regarding, reshaping and rebuilding the mounds and installing new trees, shrubs and perennials similar to the landscaped
mounds along the boulevard.

While moving forward with this effort, MBG still
continues the on-going maintenance of the landscaping along MacArthur Boulevard -- including mowing
bi-weekly and organizing the volunteer efforts to weed

and mulch twice a year. Last fall, MBG replaced many
perennials along the entire span of the boulevard and
made efforts to help clean up areas around Safeway and
W Street Park.
In addition MBG is planning a summertime event
(before the July 4th parade) for volunteers and moundkeepers to meet, talk, mingle and find out how to become
more involved. If you are not already a moundkeeper,
we still need a few people to help. Would you like to get
more involved? Please let us know if you can join us at a
MBG committee meeting, help our fund-raising efforts or
with any other talents or skills you have.
Again, MBG is truly grateful for and proud of the
generosity of our Palisades community. Thank you.
-Caroline Ervin
For MacArthur Beautification Group
ccobbervin@yahoo.com

Continued from page 1

about pedestrian safety and the loss of resident parking along Sherier Place. DPR has asked DDOT to perform a traffic count in the
next few weeks.
The time-line for constructing the new entrance will work backwards from a March 2009 completion target. Plans for a fall completion were thwarted by the procurement requirements of the DC government. In addition, drainage and easement issues have forced
the recreation department to seek outside help from a landscape architect and civil engineering firm. If everything proceeds smoothly,
all construction will occur during the off-season for youth sports to minimize the impact on Sherier Place residents. We hope to see a
final design at the June meeting of the PCA.
If you’re keeping score, you might be wondering about “Option D.” Drawn up by Palisades architect David Mitchell, this plan
featured a one-way horseshoe drive with parallel parking and a central green-space. David’s drawing brought to life an idea many
were asking about. Unfortunately, Sherry found in conversations with WASA that the underground stream culvert on the south side
of the property could not support a paved road or lot above.
There are several ways to leave feedback about the latest entrance designs. As before, Options E and F are being displayed at the
Palisades Branch Library until April 30. Palisades residents are encouraged to leave feedback for Sherry and the recreation department at the library. A “stake-holder’s committee” on the park entrance has also been formed by the recreation department. Members
include DPR staff, representatives from Ward 3 Council Member Mary Cheh’s office, ANC-3D commissioners, Palisades Citizens
Associatian, and Friends of Palisades Park officers. Names and e-mail addresses are listed below, feel free to e-mail any and all comments!
-Mark Binsted
Bridget Stesney		
Sherry Frear		
Jeremy Faust		
Spence Spencer		
Alma Gates		
Rachel Thompson
Jimmy Ervin		
Mark Binsted		

bridget.stesney@dc.gov
sherry.frear@dc.gov
jfaust@dccouncil.us
williamspencer@yahoo.com
ahg71139@aol.com
rachelwtoo@aol.com
jervin@total-velocity.com
mbinsted@rcn.com
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German Embassy to Welcome
Palisades residents on EU Day,
10AM-3PM, May 3rd

O

n May 3, 2008 the European Union Embassies and the European Commission
Delegation to the U.S. in Washington, DC will open their doors to everybody!
Following last year’s success, with some 35,000 visits to participating
Embassies and the EC Delegation, the 2008 EU Open House inaugurates Europe
Week (May 3-10) and opens Passport DC (May 3 - 17), a two-week celebration
of international culture in DC coordinated by Cultural Tourism DC.
On Saturday, May 3, the EU Embassies and the EC Delegation will once
again invite Washington-area residents and visitors to experience the diversity and
richness of European culture. From 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m., visitors will get a
rare behind-the-scenes look at the European Embassies, many of which are among
Washington’s historic and architectural treasures. Each Embassy will present its
activities and offer a unique program featuring the country’s cuisine, music, and
other events for the whole family.
However, the European fiesta will not end on May 3! The EU Open
House kicks off Europe Week, a week long celebration of European culture in
Washington, DC. From May 3 to May 10, enjoy the rhythms of European classical and modern music, admire the performances and voices of European actors and
singers, or simply stroll among some of Europe’s most beautiful paintings and pictures. All cultural events will be hosted by EU Embassies or by cultural institutions
in Washington, DC. See you in Europe on May 3, 2008!
-Alice Stewart
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