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PCA GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP
MEETING

TUESDAY,
OCTOBER 6 • 7:30 PM
Palisades Recreation Center
Mayor Fenty will speak to the membership and respond to questions. The
membership will vote to approve the
proposed 2009-2010 PCA budget.
Make sure you and your family attend!
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Mayor Fenty to Attend October
General Meeting
Annual Appearance Presents Opportunity for Questions -- and
Answers?

M

ayor Adrian Fenty will attend the first PCA General Membership meeting of
the Fall. His appearance provides an opportunity for Palisades residents to
hear his vision for the coming year and to raise issues and concerns regarding his
Administration’s approach to a host of issues -- both city-wide and specific to the
Palisades.
As PCA President Spence Spencer points out (see page 3) and the following article
indicates, there is no shortage of pressing issues here in the Palisades on which the
Mayor’s views and approach are critical. Use this annual opportunity to the fullest,
and make your voice heard. Plan on attending the meeting on October 6th!

Pepco and Palisades Trees: Six Things You
Can Do

A

very significant event happened to the Palisades in July: Pepco announced its
plans to improve electrical reliability for the neighborhood.
But before anyone starts jumping for joy, this initiative has come with some very
severe strings attached: 400 to 600 trees along the old trolley line with diameters of
more than six inches will be cut down, and as many as 17 trees (Pepco has provided
conflicting information) along MacArthur Boulevard will be “substantially pruned”
or cut down altogether. 60-foot high poles will be installed along MacArthur. These
trees are centered along the 5000 and 5300 blocks of MacArthur, in the heart of our
neighborhood.
Cutting along the trolley line is imminent, and Pepco will start cutting the
MacArthur trees this January.
Pepco announced these plans with little or no consultation with the community.
As a matter of fact, Pepco informed the community at a well-turned out meeting of
our Advisory Neighborhood Commission on July 1, indicating they would start work
in August. They gave a powerpoint presentation of their plans and attempted to
answer questions. They initiated a handful of “walkthroughs” to explain their plans.
But what has resulted is not a Pepco dialogue with the community, but sadly, an unnecessary monologue that does a disservice to Pepco’s
(continued on page 6)
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4th of July Parade a Huge Success!

E

ach year, it just seems to get better -- thanks to the hard work and
contributions of so many. This year, a beautiful summer day made
the event seem even more magical than in past years, as a huge Parade
wowed an even huger audience of enthusiastic observers from all over
town.
Grand Poobah extraordinaire Fred Pelzman writes: “Space does not
permit, nor can words express...
“...our appreciation for the contributions made by so many of you
towards the success of our 2009 July 4th Parade. Without your voluntary help -- in time, effort, and money -- our annual get-together simply
wouldn’t, well, get together!
“Not only do we (and the kids) have a great time, but our Parade provides a unique opportunity for neighbors to meet and chat, for Palisades
residents to experience that wonderful sense of community so rare in
these hectic times.
“Thank you, one and all. Here is a partial list of those deserving
special recognition. There are others, as well (you know who you are!)
but as the hijacked headline notes (forgive me, Will), space does not permit.”
 Kathryn McDonnell for designing the t-shirt
 The cool staff at the Kodak store for selling the shirts,
especially Andrew
 Maria Garcia for organizing t-shirt sales and all the fabulous
sales people!
 Jeff Russell and the Freemasons of the Grand Lodge of
Washington DC for grilling and serving 3,000 hot dogs at the picnic
 The Lions Club for serving thousands of drinks at the picnic
 Whole Foods for donating some of the hot dogs and to Susan Messina
for picking them up
 Safeway for donating cups and watermelon for the picnic
 Justin Rouse and the wonderful Parks and Rec Staff members
 Lt Eric Hayes and Officer McElwee for coordinating the police effort
 Mat Thorp for collecting all the parade prizes and to the incredible
judges: Mat Thorp, Julie & Jack Koczela, Mary Stapp & Joel
Achenbach
 Buffie Brownstein, Hans Moennig and Eliza Button for cutting
watermelon til their fingers bled
 Ted Vlach for organizing a crew to pick up Safeway supplies to
deliver to the rec center
 DDOT for hanging the banners
 DPW for collecting the trash
 Spence Spencer for being PICNIC CHAIR
 David Mitchell, Spence Spencer, Mary Ann Floto, Christine Hackett,
Barry Scher, Carloyn
Ortwein, Chaz King, Ben
Rowland and Stephen DuPont for being parade marshals
 M-J, Bob and Chris who walked the parade backwards tearing down
all the parade posters and NO PARKING signs.”
(Continued on page 4)
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From the President

M

ayor Fenty will come to our kickoff general meeting
on October 6, and there are several important questions we should be asking him. Much has happened over
what was a busier-than-normal summer, and this is our
chance to raise issues that matter to the Palisades. Such as:
1. How can the Mayor encourage a real dialogue with
Pepco about alternatives to cutting down our trees? As
Laura Phinizy’s front-page article notes, Pepco has really
done nothing more than announce its plans
to the community, conduct briefings on
their plans (note: this is different than
holding a dialogue), and move on. It has
yet to provide details of its plans, even
what trees will be “substantially pruned”
on MacArthur, in the heart of our neighborhood.
2. How can the city better protect our
homes and workplaces when fire strikes?
Why did Peggy Cooper Cafritz’ home burn
to the ground? Is this something that all of
us should be worried about?
3. This also raises another question
about development in the Palisades: How
much consideration is given to limited
infrastructure (such as Chain Bridge Road
water pressure) when development decisions are being
made? For example, Morton Bender attempted to build
13 McMansions on Chain Bridge Road, and this was fortunately voted down by the Board of Zoning Adjustment.
But had they been approved, this could have been an intolerable stress on fire and safety infrastructure. Likewise,
the prodigious development along Foxhall Road creates
new stresses, which is one of the reasons Pepco wants to
“upgrade” electrical service at the expense of our trees.
4. What is the City’s policy on sidewalks and street
paving? It seems that generally, the city announces a street
paving/sidewalk installation, community objections lead
to…nothing happening and unpaved streets without sidewalks. Is it really a choice between all or nothing? What
is City policy? This also leads to another obvious question:
how can we get more Palisades streets paved?
5. What are next steps in fixing our public schools?
How can the City expand pre-kindergarten opportunities at
our public schools? Many families have two breadwinners,

who desperately need these services. Key Elementary – a
2008 Blue Ribbon School – is at the edges of its capacity.
How can the City direct additional resources to preserve
successes like Key?
6. How can the Mayor build a more transparent and
consultative relationship with our City Council? It seems
that more often than not, disputes over executive-legislative
prerogatives – even baseball tickets – overshadow the real
work that must be done for our city, to the
detriment of neighborhoods like the Palisades.
7. While improvements to the Palisades
Recreation Center fields are much appreciated,
the entrance has not been completed. When
will this occur? The Palisades Field House
– where the meeting will be held – is inferior
to many other similar buildings across the DC
Parks and Recreation empire. How can we get
needed maintenance and improvement to bring
it into line with other Rec Centers?
8. Lastly, how can the Palisades work
with the City to further protect its green
spaces? The Palisades is the most wooded
neighborhood in DC. As in the case with
Bender, “tree and slope protection” overlays
played a significant role in the Zoning Board’s
decision. With all of the city’s zoning under
review, how can we make improvement to and extend tree
and slope protections across the Palisades?
That at least covers the waterfront for yours truly, but
I am sure I am omitting several important issues that need
attention. This is a special opportunity to get the answers
straight from the source, and if we can signal to the Mayor
our concerns, we can make sure that more attention and
resources come to our corner of the District! The Pepco
issue, for example, is one where the Mayor needs to hear
our concerns.
The October kickoff meeting will take place as always
at the Rec Center at 7:30 pm, Tuesday October 6. Please
make sure to come to this important event!
		
			

-- Spence Spencer			
PCA President
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Parade (continued from page2)
As noted on page 2, Mat Thorp headed up a distinguished crew of
judges that made awards great and small to the numerous marchers that
participated. As his co-conspirator Jule Koczela said, “marchers were again
chosen who demonstrated creativity, humor, and community spirit.” The
overall winner was the “Save The Trees Dancers,” who were awarded valuable gift certificates from our generous donors from the Palisades Business
Community. There were many additional winners -- and many additional
prizes --.too numerous to mention here, and you may view them all on the
PCA Website, at PalisdesDC.org.
Many members of the Palisades Business Community provided sub-

“I want to extend the heartfelt thanks and congratulations of the PCA to Fred and all of the
amazing volunteers who once again made this
one of the signature annual events in the entire
city!” -- Spence Spencer

stantial and generous support to the Parade. We are
grateful, and the PCA salutes all of our generous business
supporters! A complete list is too voluminous to include
in this space, but is also available on the PCA website,
at PalisadesDC.org. Please show your gratitude to our
sponsors by patronizing them!

(All photos courtesy of our own Anne Ourand. Thank you, Anne!)

Proposed PCA Budget for fiscal 2009-2010
Submitted by Bill Barnard, Treasurer. To be voted on at the October general meeting.
Income
Business Dues				
Contributions					
Div-Int-Inv Income				
Dues						
T-Shirt Sales					
Palisades Defense Fund			

TOTAL INCOME				
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Expenses
14,000
-0800
27,000
10,000
-0-

51,800

Aircraft Noise Committee			
Bank Charge					
Civic Activity					
Family Night at the Fire Station		
General Administration			
Insurance					
July 4th Celebration			
Meetings					
T-shirts – cost of goods			
Legal Contingency				
Printing and Reproduction
Membership		
1,000
Newsletter		
10,000
TOTAL Reproduction			
Professional Fees				

2,000
200
1,500
1,500
1,000
3,000
10,000
100
4,500
-0-

TOTALEXPENSES				

51,800

11,000
17,000

N

otes
from the Community
at Large

R

ecognize yourself in this picture?
Neighborhood artist Halcy Bowen has created a book
of 28 pen and watercolor drawings of our annual Palisades
Parade. She describes them as “quickly-captured images,
done with lightness, color and movement, that have been
displayed in local art exhibits and are now available as a
group in the book.”
Halcy will sell you the book for $20, and has generously
volunteered to donate all proceeds to benefit the Palisades
Citizens Association and Palisades Village.
What’s not to like? Treat yourself, or give as gifts for
friends. Other samples of Halcy’s work may be viewed at at
www.yellowbarngallery.com.
Contact Halcy at halcybohen@yahoo.com.

Palisades Library Installs New Landscaping

S

everal years ago, landscape architect Guy Williams
donated through St. Patrick’s School a lovely plan to
landscape the Palisades Library grounds. With planning by
Caroline Ervin, funding from the Friends of the Palisades
Library, and a generous gift from a local foundation, Phase
One of the landscaping project was installed in September,
including replanting the front entrance with native Sweetbay
Magnolias, Spreading Irish Yews and St. John’s Wort..
Phase Two of the plan will be the replanting of the 49th
Street side of the library, and will be implemented as funds
are identified and raised. Finally, Phase Three will be modification of the upper, west garden area which will include an
allee of Hornbeam trees and evergreen shrubs.
Plans are available for viewing at the library. Many,
many thanks to both Guy Williams and Caroline Ervin for
all their work on this project.
			
-- Lucy Thrasher

Rides Are Biggest Need of Our Older Neighbors

T

ransportation assistance is the service most frequently requested by members of Palisades Village, the nonprofit, community-supported organization that helps older residents live safely
and comfortably in their own homes in the Palisades and Foxhall
neighborhoods for as long as possible.
Rides accounted for 39 percent of the service requests filled
since the organization inaugurated activities in January 2009,
according to Sonia Crow, executive director of Palisades Village.
“Most of the rides are for medical appointments, but our volunteers have also taken members to buy groceries, or to go to the post
office, or an airport, or social engagements,” she explains. “We’re
grateful to our growing corps of wonderful volunteers for providing this critical service.”
Other services provided by Village volunteers include group
events such as museum visits and other get-togethers, pickup and
delivery of groceries or prescription drugs, help in choosing vetted
service providers, meal preparation, handyman services, reading
to the visually impaired, minor home maintenance and repairs,
errands, garden and yard clean-ups, and help with electronic
devices.
Andy Mollison, a PCA member who is president of Palisades
Village, reports that “Palisades Village is actively seeking to
expand its financial base in order to serve an ever-growing number
of older residents Our goal for this year is to raise an additional
$75,000.”
For more information about the Village’s work, go to www.
palisadesvillage.org, or contact the Palisades Village office at 202337-2315 or info@palisadesvillage.org.

Films with Friends
at the Palisades Park!
Bring beach chairs, blankets and even a picnic dinner and join
your neighbors for an evening of free movies under the stars at the
Palisades Park!
Saturday, October 3rd
7:00pm – Cartoons
7:30pm - Raiders of the
Lost Ark

Saturday, October 24th
7:00pm – Cartoons
7:30pm – Ghost Busters
--------------------

Saturday, October 10th
7:00pm – Cartoons
7:30pm – Grease

Presented by The Friends of
Palisades Park. Sponsored by
The Palisades Community Fund

Saturday, October 17th
7:00pm – Cartoons
7:30pm – The Natural

Special thanks to Theo Adamstein/Dodge Chrome for providing drinks.
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PEPCO and Palisades Trees

(continued from page1)

admittedly honest effort to improve reliability.
Improving the reliability of our electrical service would be wonderful for our community, but the price for this – the essential denuding of “legacy” trees with 60-foot high poles added along MacArthur
-- the heart of our community – is a scar that we should avoid at all
costs. It will affect the character of our neighborhood in a negative
-- and historically negative - way.Pepco should engage in a real dialogue about alternatives and long term options with stakeholders like
the community.
Pepco apparently does not agree. President Spencer sent a letter
in late July that was a round-up of community concerns, questions,
and follow-up to Pepco’s promises of information. Five weeks
later, a letter purporting to be a response was received, which was
nothing but the same boilerplate announcing its plans and justifying them – using identical language to correspondence sent to our
Councilmember Mary Cheh and the Northwest Current. (copies
available on the PCA website, www.palisadesdc.org.) This response
demonstrates Pepco’s unwillingness to seriously engage its Palisades
customers.
The PCA is actively involved in seeking accountability from
Pepco on their plans. Here are six things you can do:
1. First and foremost, come to this month’s general meeting!
Ask Mayor Adrian Fenty to make sure Pepco substantially alters its
plans.
2. Call Mayor Fenty’s office. Tell him that you live in the
Palisades, and that you want to preserve our trees. To make a general
call to the Mayor’s office, the city provides the general city services
number, 311. It may be a better option to contact the Mayor’s Ward
Three Liaison Officer, Petar Dimtchev at Petar.Dimtchev@dc.gov or

by telephone at 202-671-2337. The Mayor’s office can also
be reached by mail at: Executive Office of the Mayor, 1350
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 316, Washington, DC
20004.
3. Contact Councilmember Mary Cheh’s office, at
202-724-8062. If the councilmember is not available, ask for
David Zvenyach, Chief of Staff or staffer Tommy McCarthy.
Email addresses are davidz@dccouncil.us and tmccarthy@
dccouncil.us. Ask why she has not pushed Pepco to provide
outage data and information on the “substantial pruning”, as
they agreed to do verbally in walkthroughs in July. Tell her
you support our tree cover and a moratorium on cutting until
Pepco seriously engages the community. Councilmember
Cheh can also be reached at mcheh@dccouncil.us.
4. Sign the online petition at www.palisadesdc.org.
PCA webmaster George Beronio has done an outstanding
job posting the latest on Pepco and the trees. We already
have several hundred signatures on both real and virtual petitions that have circulated since July 4!
5. Send a message to the PCA telling them you are
willing to post a sign in your yard. (palisadesdc@ hotmail.
com) Better yet, contribute $15 for a sign too.
6. Call five friends and get them to do the same.
Without significant neighborhood involvement, Pepco will
just move forward regardless of how the community feels.
The chain saws are scheduled to come back in January. We
don’t have time to lose! And please make a stand on this
important issue. Please come to the October meeting and let
the mayor know your concerns about protecting our trees!
		

--

Laura Phinizy

Big Turnout for MacArthur Beautification Group’s “Tend with
Friends”
On a sunny Saturday morning in June, MacArthur Beautification Group volunteers and mound keepers gathered for the second annual
“Tend with Friends.” After weeding and tidying mounds, volunteers and neighbors met in front of the Wachovia bank for coffee and
conversation. The informal event was held to meet and greet volunteers as well as thank them for their efforts. Many who stopped
by were pleased to connect with fellow neighbors who carefully tend the mounds up and down MacArthur Boulevard, some of whom
have been doing so since the organization first planted cherry trees along the boulevard in the early 1990s. MBG has begun compiling email addresses for volunteers to help with more timely and effective communications. Note: If you are a MBG mound keeper
and want to get on the email distribution list, please contact Caroline Ervin at (ccobbervin@yahoo.com).
MBG is also supporting the efforts of the PCA and the Palisades community in working with Pepco to ensure the canopy of trees
along the boulevard is retained, as well as not negatively impacting the cherry trees and plants along the median. If you have not yet
signed the PCA’s petition, please take a moment now to support our neighborhood efforts to keep MacArthur beautiful.
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-- Caroline Ervin
ccobbervin@yahoo.com

The Palisades Citizens Association, The Lab School and your local fire fighters invite
you to…
FAMILY NIGHT
AT THE FIRE STATION
Sunday, October 18, 5:00-7:00pm
Live Music..... Hats for the Kids..... Cookie Decorating ..... Crafts ….
Haunted Forest Walk!
Pot Luck Supper – The fire fighters cook the main course. Last names
starting with A-P, bring your favorite side dish; last names Q-Z, bring a dessert.
Please RSVP

363-7441 or email: palisadesdc@hotmail.com
See you there!

It’s Not Too Late to Apply for
a PCF Grant!

T

he Palisades Community Fund (PCF) finances projects
that promote charitable activities, cultural enrichment,
community education and service, economic improvements
and environmental enhancements in the Palisades neighborhood. Grants by the Fund have supported a variety of local
projects for schools, the Farmer’s Market, Palisades Branch
library, beautification of MacArthur Boulevard, the Hardy
and Palisades Rec Centers, the local fire station, support for
the arts, and Palisades Village.
Although the grant review process is competitive, the
proposal requirements are simple. Outlines for proposals are
on the PCA website: http://www.palisadesdc.org If you have
any questions, please contact Margie Palm at 202.362-1424
or Ellen Maxwell at 202.966-9080.
Proposals for grants from the Palisades Community Fund
must be postmarked by October 30, 2009. Please send your
proposal to The Palisades Community Fund, PO Box 40603,
Washington, DC 20016, or email your proposal to www.
palisadesdc.org. Be sure to include your organization’s operating budget, if applicable, and a maintenance plan for your
project.
The Palisades Community Fund looks forward to working together with you to enhance our great neighborhood.

Library News and Programs

B

eginning October 5, 2009, the Palisades Library will
not be open on Sundays. The last day of Sunday service will be Sunday, October 4, 2009. This change, which
affects all DC Neighborhood Libraries, is due to budget
constraints. The Martin Luther King Library will be open
on Sundays from 1:00 to 5:00 pm.
On October 7 at 3:30pm in honor of Hispanic Heritage
Month the Speak Easy Salon will discuss “The General in
His Labyrinth” by Gabriel Garcia Marquez. Refreshments
will be served.
All interested adults in teen literature, please join the
Adult Discussion Group of Young Adult Literature which
meets on the third or fourth Thursday of the month at 4pm.
Please call Liane at 202-282-3139 for this month’s title.
The Palisades Library Book Club will meet on October
15 at 7:30. Please call for the selection.
On Thursday, October 29 at 7pm Teens will celebrate
Halloween with a Classic Tales of Horror Reader’s Theatre
and Mask Making. Gruesome Edibles will be present.!
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Request Your FREE TREE Today!

I

n connection with Sibley Hospital’s construction project, which has resulted
in the loss of several mature trees, the Hospital will provide for 350 replacement trees to be planted in the Palisades. The planting will be done by the
Department of Transportation’s Urban Forestry division.
The PCA is coordinating requests for tree planting locations. Curb-side
tree boxes and other city green spaces are all candidates for the new trees.
Please provide your requested location(s) by e-mail to palisadestrees@gmail.
com. All requests will be forwarded to Urban Forestry who will begin planting
the trees in the spring.

O

ctober is PCA membership renewal month! Please
check your mailing label on your newsletter to see if
your membership has expired and if so, use the enclosed
envelope to renew today. Please consider upgrading your
membership to the next level and continue your support
for the Palisades! Thank you!
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