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Fenty Vows Moratorium on Pepco TreeCutting. Revised Pepco plans to be reviewed at

TUESDAY
NOVEMBER 3 •
7:30 PM

M

Palisades Recreation Center
The November 3rd meeting will feature

a detailed description of PEPCO’s more
“tree- and landscape-friendly approach
to improvements in electrical reliability,”
and a detailed presentation by Sibley
Hospital of its proposed new “Pavilion”
addtion. Be there!
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November 3rd General Meeting; Require PCA Approval

ayor Adrian Fenty has put an indefinite moratorium in place on Pepco’s plans
to cut down Palisades trees to improve reliability, and has instructed Pepco
to develop a more “tree-friendly” proposal by November 3, for submission to the
Palisades Citizens Association. Only when the PCA informs the mayor’s office
and DC Department of Transportation that there is agreement on a plan will the city
move to lift its moratorium.
If Pepco meets this deadline, then its revised plan will be discussed at our
November 3 general meeting. The mayor’s decision follows critical interventions
on behalf of the Palisades from Councilmembers Michael Brown, Mary Cheh, and
Phil Mendelson. The PCA gratefully acknowledges their support, as well as that
of Mayor Fenty.
At the October general meeting, Fenty and Councilmembers Cheh, Mendelson
and Brown heard first-hand the impassioned and well-organized views of the PCA
membership regarding Pepco’s aggressive plans to improve reliability of service,
which are expected to result in significant
permanent reduction in tree canopy and
Fenty: “The moraloss of landscape beauty in the Palisades.
torium on all work
Responding to criticism that Pepco has
been extremely unresponsive to the PCA
involving the Pepco
community, Fenty noted that all tree
reliability enhanceremovals must be approved in advance
by his staff and stated that he was placment project will
ing an immediate moratorium on all such
remain in effect until
approvals until further notice.
further notice.”
The Mayor then participated in a
“walk through” on October 20th to gain a
first hand look at the issues under discussion, accompanied by Ward 3 Councilmember Cheh and Councilmembers at-Large
Mendelson and Brown. Later, the Mayor’s Office released a statement calling
on Pepco to submit “within the next two weeks a revised work proposal (one that
minimizes the impact on landscape and vegetation (including trees) in the neighborhood) that is subject to the approval of the Palisades Citizens Association.”
It is critically important that all those who are interested in preserving our
tree cover in the Palisades attend the November 3rd PCA General Meeting,
and review Pepco’s proposal. Whether or not Pepco meets its deadline, we
hope to discuss and vote on a resolution (see draft Resolution on page 6) that
calls on Pepco to disclose data on the project it is withholding, and urges a
dialogue on long-term reliability options for the Palisades We hope to see you
there!
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Out and About
• Sun Nov 1, 4:30 pm: Final Film in the “Cinema Francais
a Mount Vernon” Film Series: “Les Plages D’Agnes.”
Eckles Library Auditorium. Ice cream (not popcorn) will
be served, as is customary in French theaters!
• Fri Nov 6, 2 pm: GWU Men’s Soccer vs Rhode Island,
Mount Vernon Athletic Field. http://www.gwsports.com.
• Sat Nov 7, 9:30 am-4:30 pm: Annual Mount Vernon to
Mount Vernon Bike Tour. Meet on the Mount Vernon
Campus Quad. Grab your bike (or borrow one from
us!) and ride the 24-miles from GW’s Mount Vernon
Campus to the historic Mount Vernon Estate in Virginia!
Participants will be provided with lunch and the opportunity to tour the amazing grounds of George Washington’s
estate. Costs $25 for alumni, community members, and
friends (with a $5 discount if you bring your own bike and
helmet). Space is limited; register soon! http://gwired.
gwu.edu/mvcl.
• Sun Nov 8-29, 11 am: Sunday Worship Service, followed by hospitality/refreshments. Institute for Spiritual
Development www.isd-org.org
• Sun Nov 8, 1 pm: GWU Men’s Soccer vs Massachusetts,
Mount Vernon Athletic Field. http://www.gwsports.com.
• Sat Nov 14, 4-9 pm: “Jewels On The Loose,” A gentlyused jewelry sale at 5419 Sherier Place, NW. Join us
as we offer bargain basement prices for beautiful gentlyused jewelry. Exceptional pieces starting at $1 including
semi-precious, gold/silver and costume jewelry priced to
sell. Institute for Spiritual Development, www.isd-dc.org
• Sat Nov 14, 7:30pm: Psychic Fair 7:30 PM. Readings By
Gifted DC Mediums. Institute for Spiritual Development,

www.isd-org.org
• Tue Nov 17, 2-3 pm: Mount Vernon Foreign Language
Café, Eckles Library 1st Floor. Stop by the Foreign
Language Café to practice your language with students while enjoying a snack. Eleven languages plus
American sign language are represented (French is
included beginning at 2:30pm). The Mount Vernon
Language Café will continue to be held monthly through
the end of the spring semester. Mount Vernon Campus
Academic Affairs at 202-242-6697.
• Sat Nov 21, 4:30-6:30 pm: GW Music Department
Senior Student Recitals, Post Hall. Senior student recitals with the GW Music Department are open to members
of the campus and community; please come enjoy yourself for an evening. GW Music Department, 202-9946245; gwmusic@gwu.edu.
• Sat Nov 21, 8 pm: Live Simulcast of the Philadelphia
Orchestra. Washington Conservatory at Glen Echo
Park, far end of the South Arcade, next to Adventure
Theatre. Floor pillows available. Tickets: $10 adults, $5
children under 18. www.washingtonconservatory.org.
• Sun Nov 22, am: Sagittarius Sunday Service. Happy
Birthday To All Born Under This Zodiac Sign. Institute for
Spiritual Development www.isd-org.org
• Fri Dec 11, 6:30-8pm: GW Music Department Senior
Student Recitals, Post Hall. Senior student recitals with
the GW Music Department are open to members of the
campus and community; please come enjoy yourself
for an evening. GW Music Department, 202-994-6245;
gwmusic@gwu.edu.

Sibley Memorial Hospital to Present Plans for New Pavilion

-- Slated Improvements to be Detailed at November 3rd Meeting

A

t the November 3, General Meeting, Sibley Hospital’s Jerry Price will present Sibley’s latest plans for the proposed new “Sibley
Pavilion.” Sibley’s traffic engineer and zoning consultant will also be on hand to discuss the exterior design concept, site plans
and traffic analysis and to respond to the comments of PCA members.
Sibley states that the new Pavilion will permit an increase in the number of patient beds from 230 to 268, with a further increase
to 308 beds planned by 2020; as well as to accomplish a number of additional improvements, including more private rooms and more
space for families in patient rooms including sleep over accommodations.
Part of the development project includes replacing the current Emergency Department and Cancer Center. The new addition will
be built in the space currently occupied by Hayes Hall, the Cancer Center and a north-side parking lot.
Price said, “I hope you will be able to come to the meeting to hear our presentation and support this important project. We
welcome your feedback and are pleased to answer any questions you may have. If you would like to preview the image of the new
Pavilion, please visit our web site at www.Sibley.org and click on the link underneath ‘The new Sibley’”.
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From the President

T

his month I want to continue the discussion about…trees.
But before readers start reaching for their aspirin, thinking I am going to launch into a discussion about PEPCO’s
plans to denude (or at least “significantly prune”) MacArthur
Boulevard, I really want to talk about something different:
planting trees, rather than cutting them down!
As some of you may recall (and as was
noted in the October Newsletter), Sibley
Hospital has volunteered to plant 350 trees
in the Palisades, wherever we want them. As
part of its Medical Office Building project, it
committed to planting the trees to the City. But
Sibley has stated that all the trees should be in
the neighborhood.
Michael Stockton has volunteered to
work with Earl Eutsler of the District’s Urban
Forestry Administration to sketch out what we
as a community want. Michael has already
put out a couple of appeals on the Palisades
listserv, but I wanted to highlight his and Earl’s
work on configuring a response to Sibley.
Michael is also working with the MacArthur
Beautification Group and soliciting input from
all comers. If you have any ideas and suggestions, please contact Michael via email at mwstockton@hotmail.com. He has
told me he wants to wrap this effort up by next month.
Continuing with the trees theme, several neighbors have
asked me to highlight the Urban Forest Project, which will
be rolled out this Spring, more or less around Earth Day and
Arbor Day. The District (specifically the DC Department of
Transportation) is looking for artists and designers to join in

making a powerful visual statement about the environment
through the design of special banners.
The banners will be hung on streetlights at “high traffic
locations” such as MacArthur Boulevard starting in April.
Once the banners come down, they will be recycled into tote
bags designed for the project. Sales from the
bags will benefit local tree planting efforts.
More information about the project can be
found on the website http://ufp-global. com.
And if you want to help out, please contact
Andréa Pellegrino at apellegrino@worldstudioinc. com.

F

inally, please make plans to attend the
November General Meeting, which will
be held on Tuesday, November 3 at 7:30
pm, as always at the Rec Center. Two major
items of neighborhood business and information: first, we hope to discuss PEPCO’s more
tree-friendly approach to improving electric
reliability. This new plan was ordered by the
mayor with a deadline of November 3 following
his walkthrough on October 20. This could not
have happened without the strong support of Councilmembers
Michael Brown, Phil Mendleson, and Mary Cheh. Second,
Sibley Hospital plans to share with the Palisades details on the
renovation of the hospital campus. Make plans to attend!
		

--

Spence Spencer				
PCA President

Dinner at the Fire Station a Real
Blast!

I

t’s not every day you get to eat dinner in a fire station.

That’s what made the night of Sunday, October 18th so special.
Fire Fighters at Engine 29 opened up their station to over 250 residents
for the annual Family Night at the Fire Station, an event co-sponsored
by the Palisades Citizens Association, The Lab School and fire fighters
at Engine 29. It was definitely an action-packed and delicious event.
Fire Fighters Brett Sutor, Mike Skahill and retied fire fighter Steve
Kevin -- all members of the DCFD Fire Fighting Barbeque Team -cooked 200 chicken pieces, 40 pork butts, six top rounds and 160 hot
dogs. Neighbors rounded out the meal with side dishes and desserts.
Kudos to everyone who brought something homemade. No one went
home hungry.
						

(continued on page 6)
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Artists of the Palisades
an occasional feature

D

uring October and November, the Palisades Artists Series is featuring works from Linda DeBoer-Wilcox
and Aly Aga. The Series brings oil paintings and illustrative work on paper to the display case at the
Palisades Post Office.

L

inda DeBoer-Wilcox moved to the Palisades
from Great Falls, VA only a year and a half ago,
but she has found joy in producing art throughout her
life, studying at the Art League School and exhibiting in group shows in Virginia, Maryland and D.C.
While in Great Falls, Linda was a member of the
Artists’ Atelier, and in September, 2007 had a solo
show at the Great Falls Library Community Room,
exhibiting 28 oil paintings with the theme of Around
the World and Home Again. She still belongs to a
weekly open sculpture studio and frequently exhibits
paintings in the Great Falls Studios group shows.
Linda says, “Painting and sculpting allow me to
get to know my subjects more intimately and to connect with them in a more lasting, spiritual way.” She
finds this with her people and nature works, and even
with her landscapes, village scenes and still lifes.
She paints with over 60 colors on her palate and
enjoys the visual stimulation and inspiration of the
wonderful colors that are available to artists today.
Linda hopes that you will enjoy her artwork and feel

A

ly
Aga
recently moved to
the Palisades
from Boulder,
Colorado and
is pleased to
find a welcoming community
of artists in the
area. She has
recently enrolled
in a screenprinting class
at the The Art
League School
in Alexandria
and is excited by
Aly Aga

the goodwill in them when you visit the Palisades
Post Office during October and November. Linda
can be reached at Linda.Wilcox5@verizon.net.

Linda DeBoer-Wilcox

all the possibilities of this technique.
Aly earned her BFA in printmaking, painting, and
drawing from the University of Colorado. She works primarily on paper, and is fond of linocut, monoprint, and
monotype printmaking techniques. Over the last four years
she has exhibited her work in group shows in Colorado
and she currently contributes to online galleries The Shiny
Squirrel and Little Paper Planes.
Aly says, “My work is playful and imaginative. I find
that developing many different pieces at once fosters my
stream-of-consciousness approach to making art.” Working
in a variety of printmaking processes, as well as painting
and drawing, Aly allows each piece to evolve until it captures her mind’s parade of uninhibited thought. Her work
strives to provoke viewers to investigate their own imagination and allows them to be enveloped by the peculiar, yet
light-hearted scenes that are layered into her pieces. Aly
can be reached at alyagaart@gmail.com or visit her site at
www.alyaga.com.
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--

Fred Pelzman

N

otes
from the Community
at Large

Luminary Night In the Palisades:

We can sense
the days shortening; the inevitable creep toward the longest night
of the year has begun. The clock has leapt backwards and our
evenings are now plunged into darkness. But don’t despair! On
Sunday December 20th* the Palisades once again will light up
and turn the evening of the Winter Solstice into a celebration of
community and good will with its annual Luminary Night. This
event is a wonderful opportunity to plan an evening stroll with
friends and family, an open house offering hot chocolate or cider
to passers-by or a special dinner.
For $10 residents and businesses can purchase a Luminary
set (containing materials for 12 lanterns). Luminary sets will
be sold at the Key School Tree Sale on Saturday December 5th
10am-4pm in the school parking lot. A Porch Sale at 5066 Sherier
Place, NW will be held from Dec. 13-20, 4-7pm. Proceeds are to
benefit the charitable efforts of the Palisades Community Fund.
Look for more details in the December Newsletter.
So you’d like to volunteer to compose/sell sets? Please contact Marie Collins at 202-244-6682 or marie@nickkeenan.com.
*Rain/Wind date Monday December 21..

Key Elementary School Fall Open House,
Wednesday, November 18th, 9 - 11 am: On

Wednesday, November 18th, Francis Scott Key Elementary
School will open its doors between 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. to prospective parents, curious neighbors and anyone else who is interested in taking a look around our award-winning school. The
open house provides a wonderful opportunity for people to tour
the building, observe classes, and meet Key School staff and
parents. Key School is a Department of Education Blue Ribbon
school located at 5001 Dana Place, NW, and serves most of the
Palisades neighborhood.

All Fired Up:

At the October general meeting, which
was attended by Mayor Fenty, former PCA President Richard
England rose and made the following statement: “The recent
Cafritz fire has caused me to be very worried about fire protection on Chain Bridge Road. My house at 2832, is 1/2 mile from
either end of the street: down a steep hill to MacArthur Blvd.,
or up a steep hill to Nebraska Ave. There are no cross streets
to permit water to be used for a fire. The only water available is from our 8” cast-iron pipe, installed 75 years ago. No
one knows how badly rusted is this ancient pipe. WASA now
reports that a new pipe will be installed in 2012, 3 long years
from now. The pipe should be enlarged to 12”, and installed
at once. Since 1934 the housing square footage in our street is
probably 10 times what it was then.”

Little did anyone know that, not two weeks later, the house
right next door to England’s, at number 2834, would go up in
flames, causing major damage. No fewer than fourteen fire
apparatus responded, including pumpers and water tankers,
demonstrating that, at least for now, the Fire Department has
plans in effect that arguably address the critical water pressure
deficiencies in some parts of the City.

Chain Bridge Road/University Terrace
Preservation Committee Invites You: The

Chain Bridge Road/University Terrace Preservation Committee
invites all of the residents on these streets, as well as other
interested neighbors, to a neighborhood gathering on Sunday,
November 15 at 4 p.m. to get to know their neighbors and
discuss issue of concern to these older, historic streets. Light
refreshments will be served. For further information and to
RSVP contact ConnieCarter@me.com.

Letters Received
To the Editor:
What effect has the downturn in the economy had on our
village, the Palisades?
This Spring I was building a house on Sherrier Place.
One morning, I noticed the entire belongings of a house were
all lined up on the sidewalk. I walked over to see some of the
neighbors gathered in front of the house. I asked what was
happening. I was told that the family living in the house had
been evicted. A mother and two daughters. I instantly recognized them standing on the sidewalk. They were destitute.
The mother had lost her job here in the neighborhood back in
October. Her ex-husband had also lost his job and was not able
to send any support. . The girls had jobs at a near by recreation
center, but their car had been re-possessed the week before.
We did what we could. I was able to postpone a renovation on a house my company owns so they could live in it for
the summer. All the neighbors on the block helped move them
and gave them money to help them get by. At least they were
safe and sound for the Summer.
Come September we had to re-focus back on our project,
but fortunately this lovely family was able to find another safe
harbor living with another family here in the Palisades.
This was a case where our good-hearted village saw
someone in need and did what it could to help. But I wonder,
in these tough times, how many others may be victims of
the economy and might need help. This past year one of my
dear friends and neighbors in the Palisades started producing
vegetables and fruit from his farm in Virgina. He has had an
abundance of food. Brenden Mac Pherson ( my son) and I
were trying to set up some way of getting some fresh food to
those who may not otherwise be able to afford it. Mostly here
(continued on page 7)
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Three Strikes and You’re Out

Fire Station Dinner (continued from page 3)

P

The children had a ball climbing on the trucks, decorating cookies, getting tattoos, painting pumpkins most importantly, and going through the haunted forest walk organized
by very ambitious and creative students and teachers from
the Lab School.
A special thanks
goes to Marc Ferrara, the
Spanish and Latin teacher from the Lab School,
who organized it for the
first time. He didn’t quite
know what to expect but
was delighted and surprised by how much fun
it was.
The evening’s entertainment was provided by
Bad Play Date, a neighborhood band made up of
creative moms and dads
from the Palisades. We
thank Sean Griffin, Nick Keenan, Patti Sulser, Ann Roddy,
Caleb Rossiter, Eric Felten, Adam McGraw and Garth Ross
for donating their time and talent to making the atmosphere
so festive.

CA members will recall the long-running attempts of
developer Morton Bender to subdivide the 3.28-acre property on Chain Bridge Road formerly occupied by H. Gabriel
Murphy’s modest dwelling into 13 building lots and build
large, imposing “McMansions” on each of them.
On August 7, 2007, following seven public hearings
between April and October, 2006, the Board of Zoning
Adjustment (BZA) voted unanimously to deny Mr. Bender’s
application for a special exception. ANC 3D, an automatic
party in the case, filed a report in opposition to the application,
and The Chain Bridge Road/University Terrace Preservation
Committee represented the opposition party.
Mr. Bender filed an appeal with the BZA for reconsideration of its decision, which was denied. Mr. Bender then
appealed the BZA’s decision to the District of Columbia
Court of Appeals, which affirmed the BZA’s ruling and logic.
Finally, Mr. Bender again turned to the Court of Appeals for
reconsideration of its decision, and on September 16, 2009,
the DC Court of Appeals “ORDERED that the petition for
rehearing is denied.”
The Court of Appeals ruling does not prohibit -- and the
PCA does not oppose -- Mr. Bender’s developing his Chain
Bridge Road property in a manner consistent with applicable
zoning regulations, and the community awaits his next move.
				

(continued on following page)

-- Alma Gates

Draft Resolution for Consideration at November 3 PCA General Meeting
RESOLVED:
The Palisades Citizens Association strongly believes that an informed dialogue with stakeholders is a prerequisite for improving reliability while protecting our green spaces and tree cover, and that solutions exist for simultaneously achieving all of these
goals. We stand opposed to any further implementation of Pepco plans in our community until such a dialogue can take place.
Specifically, the PCA requests Mayor Fenty, the DC Council, and other DC officials to work with the Palisades community
and Pepco to ensure that:
1.
2.
3.

Pepco provides information and data repeatedly requested, as detailed in PCA correspondence dated July 24.
Pepco provides the PCA with an understandable description of all non-emergency tree-related activities, both for maintenance and construction, in the Palisades neighborhood over the next 24 months, as well as its long term plans, both for
maintenance and construction, for the next 10 years; and
Pepco engages in a serious, meaningful discussion with stakeholders (including the PCA) to recommend a long-term
approach and outline alternatives for tree-related activities in the Palisades.

The PCA requests Mayor Fenty, the DC Council, and other DC officials to work with the Palisades community and Pepco
to enforce a moratorium on all Pepco tree pruning, removal, and construction in the Palisades until such time as this meaningful
dialogue has taken place, and data requested in the letter of July 24 has been fully reviewed.
###
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Advertisement

JOHN I. HAAS, INC.
IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF
The Palisades 43rd Annual July 4th Parade & Picnic
5185 MACARTHUR BLVD., NW
SUITE 300
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20016
www.BARTHHAASGROUP.COM
Hops for the brewing industry and beyond.

Fire Station Dinner (continued from preceding page)

Thanks to
veteran volunteer Leslie
Archer for
once again
organizing
such a fun
evening. We
also thank
Brownie
Troop 6534
for helping
to set up and decorate, the Lab School for lending us tables
and chairs, Key School second graders for making decorations,
Safeway for donating helium for the balloons and the Palisades
Citizens Association for paying for the food and supplies. The
PCA thanks all its members who make events like this possible.
Of course special thanks go out to all the fire fighters from
Engine Company 29 for once again opening their station to the
community and sharing a meal and friendship. We look forward to doing it again next year!
			

--

Anne Ourand

Letters (continued from page 5):

in our “Hood”. I was
thinking is there an outreach program that can help others
who have come on hard times?
I am not suggesting that we change our agenda and
become a charity, I am only asking if there are any very
possible ways that we as a community can do something to
help our neighbors. What about the elderly among us who
have seen their pensions devasted and can’t afford enough
food or medicine? A family just able to make mortgage
payments and not much more? I’m not suggesting a big
commitment, financial or otherwise - just little things we
might do when the opportunity rises.
I think the people in the Palisades have always demonstrated their great sense of decency. Most of us are pretty
fortunate, however not everyone around us has been as
lucky. Let’s all see what we can do to help.
Thanks,
Chryssa
Chryssa Wolfe & Hanlon Design Build
4927 Eskridge Terrace N.W.
www.HanlonBuild.com
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COMING SOON: Palisades Photo
Search 2010!
Our esteemed PCA webmeister, George Beronio, is organizing a “Palisades
Photo Search” with sponsorship from PCF.

He is calling for any and all

aspiring Ansel Adamses out there! Visit www.palisadesdc.gov/photosearch
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