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Palisades Recreation Center
The February 2nd meeting will feature
an update on the current status of the
Sibley tree project; and a discussion,
led by a Sibley Hospital representative,
of the the merits of season and swine
flu vaccines and their infectious disease
program preventing spread of infections at the hospital. Be there!
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Good Results for the Palisades

February Meeting to Reveal Final Plans for
Sibley Tree Donations

I

n connection with its huge construction project now arising north and west
of Loughboro Road, Sibley Hospital has agreed to provide up to 350 replacement trees, most of which will be planted in the Palisades. Details of the
planting are now complete, and offer much good news for the Palisades.
As part of the planning process, the PCA solicited and received many suggestions from Palisades stakeholders for locating the new trees, and we are
pleased to report that almost all requests will be filled, including those from
the MacArthur Beautification Group, the Palisades Library, and many others.
The Palisades Library has requested and will receive several specimen
trees. The MacArthur Beautification Group will benefit from several large
replacement cherry trees on MacArthur Boulevard. Several of the small
(continued on page 5)

A White Winter Solstice

Luminary Night A Success Despite Odds

W

eather, ever the wild card
for Luminary Night in the
Palisades, both cursed and blessed
us this December. Our big opening
sales day at the Key School Tree
Sale dawned soggy and chill with
a downpour that turned slushy then
snowy by dusk. It left a dampness
that thwarted us again the following
weekend.
Undeterred were our mostly
cheerful, indomitably dedicated volunteers. Despite daunting forecasts,
Spence Spencer, Margie Palm,
Ellen Maxwell, Maria Garcia, Mat
Thorpe, Caroline Morris, Buffie
Brownstein and Hans Moennig
came out to at least try to sell sets
(continued on page 3)
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Out and About
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

Sunday Brunch at Mount Vernon. Every Sunday
throughout the academic year. 9:30am-2pm, Ames
Dining Room. Blue Plate Special, an all-you-can-eat
brunch, only $6.95 per person. http://www.gworlddining.com/mtvernon.html. Get it every Sunday!
Mon Feb 1, 7:30pm: Prosperity Meditation. Institute
for Spiritual Development. www.isd-dc.org
Thu Feb 4, 7:30pm: “The Business of Spirit” Class.
Institute for Spiritual Development www.isd-dc.org
Fri Feb 5: Collage Exhibit by Chris Lawson and Jared
Ragland. Photoworks Studio, Glen Echo Park. Thru
Mar 14. Gallery open Sat 1 – 4 pm, and Sunday and
Monday 1:00 – 8:00 p.m., or by appointment. Call
301-634-2274.
Sat Feb 6, 3 pm: Washington Conservatory of Music
Faculty Cello and Piano Concert, at Glen Echo Park.
www.washingtonconservatory.org.
Sun Feb 7, 11am: Spiritual Celebration Service,
followed by hospitality, refreshments and fellowship.
Institute for Spiritual Development. www.isd-dc.org
Tue Feb 9, 2-3pm: Mount Vernon Foreign Language
Café. Eckles Library 1st Floor. Practice your lan-

•
•

•
•
•

guage of choice with students while enjoying a snack.
Eleven languages represented. Monthly through the
end of the academic year. Mount Vernon Campus
Academic Affairs, 202-242-6697.
Sat  Feb 13, 7:30pm: Message Circle. Institute for
Spiritual Development www.isd-dc.org
Sat Feb 20, 7:30pm: “Dishing with the Presidents.”
Celebrate President’s Day in a fun, whimsical, informative manner. An interactive, entertaining evening with displays of Presidential china, story-telling,
trivia questions, refreshments and prizes. Institute for
Spiritual Development www.isd-dc.org
Sun Feb 24, 3:30pm: GW Women’s Lacrosse vs AU
at Mount Vernon Athletic Field. www.GWSports.com.
Wed Feb 27, 1pm: GW Women’s Lacrosse vs
James Madison at Mount Vernon Athletic Field.
www.GWSports.com.
Sat Feb 27, 11-3pm: Healing Fair. Treat yourself to
an individual session of energetic healing and balancing by the top healers in the DC Area. FREE Lecture
at 11 AM Institute for Spiritual Development www.
isd-dc.org.

Advertisement

Looking for a Romantic Dinner for Two this Valentine’s Day in the Comfort of Your Own Home?

BlackSalt Fish Market is offering a “Two Hearts” 3 course menu for $85 that will be available for pickup on February 14th.
The menu starts with a choice of a baby Arugula Salad or a Roasted Beet Salad, followed by your choice of Stuffed Flounder,
Maine Lobsters, or Wood Grilled Ribeyes. Finally, complete the dining experience with a Chocolate Chamborge Truffle Cake,
Chocolate Dipped Strawberries and Shortbread Cookies. What could be simpler?
In addition to the three course menu, the Fish Market will also be offering a great selection of Caviar, Live Maine Lobsters,
and Half Shell Oysters and Clams. (Pre-orders are suggested)
Please stop by BlackSalt Fish Market for the full menu or call 202.342.9104 to get more information. The Market will be
taking orders for the three course menu through Friday, February 12th.
Cancellations require 48 hour notice for a full refund
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From the President

T

he last snow from the “Blizzard of 2009” (also known as
the “Snowpocalypse”) has finally melted away, and all
that we have left are frozen globs of black (or grey) ice. But
let’s remember the chaos on unplowed or untreated Palisades
sidestreets that continued for as long as five days after the
initial snow. According to the mayor’s office, many lessons
were learned about plowing in Ward Three and the Palisades
in particular, and judging by the city’s response to the much
smaller snowfall in early January, these lessons appear to be
learned. The community really owes a debt of
gratitude to Petar Dimtchev and Andrew del
Junco of the Mayor’s office, as well as Jody
Hubbard, David Zwenyach and all of the team
at Councilmember Cheh’s office for their extra
efforts keeping our roads passable.
The Palisades is proud to have the German
Embassy as part of our community, but they
will be moving soon. The Embassy building –
an award winning architectural site – is due to
be renovated. Asbestos in the building will be
removed, and several important architectural
details will be restored. All in all, the Embassy
estimates that renovations could take as long as
three years to complete.
The Embassy’s Administrative Section initially made plans for the building to be vacated
in the Spring of 2011, but due to heating
and ventilation concerns, the move to temporary offices is slated to happen this October. Where are the
Germans headed? To offices on 2300 M Street in Georgetown,
the current location of the European Commission delegation,
which has graciously offered their space to the German government. Plans to set up temporary buildings in the garden of the
Ambassador’s Residence have been scrapped.
It is also heartening to see that the Embassy cares about its
surrounding community, and they promise to keep Palisades
(and Foxhall) neighbors apprised of the continually-changing
plans; they estimate that the details should be ironed out by late
Spring. We will pass on whatever we hear!

Luminary Night

Meanwhile, please take a moment to look at your membership status, which is on the address label of this newsletter. We
are a volunteer organization working for our community, and
do not have the ability to track, hassle, nag or hector individual
members. And if your membership has already expired or is
close to expiration, please renew – and consider upgrading
your status as a member. PCA webmaster George Beronio
is on the verge of setting up a web payments system, so stay
tuned. The PCA website: www.palisadesdc.org.
Also, kudos to Marie Collins for organizing Luminary Night in December. Marie spent
hours creating Luminary kits, donated her front
porch to house them, braved the cold and snowy
weather to sell them, and had more warmth in
her heart the entire time than a thousand candles
could ever produce. Thank you, Marie!
Finally, think about how you can help
out with the parade. The first organizational
meeting for the 2011 Palisades Fourth of July
Parade and Picnic will take place on February
18th, hosted by Maria Garcia. The parade has
steadily grown since we started organizing
them annually since 1966, and it always needs
the help of neighborhood volunteers to keep
the wheels turning. Last summer, as many as
5,000 to 7,000 people saw the parade, several
of whom are not from the Palisades. We need
to make sure that people understand that the
parade does not come from a can, and instead is the product
of hard work and commitment from volunteers across the
Palisades – and another reason to join the PCA, or at least
renew membership!
See you on Tuesday!

		

--

Spence Spencer				
PCA President

(continued from page 1)

to drenched, shivering and hurried customers. Then, in a turn of fortune, Mother Nature kindly blanketed Washington in a sparkling
layer of snow and gave us a still, clear Winter Solstice night. Many civic-minded folks had cleared their sidewalks by Sunday evening,
in time for neighbors to go out and enjoy the sight of twinkling luminaries up and down the snow drifted walkways of the Palisades.
Our warmest thanks go out to everyone who participated this year, but especially to Nick Carson, who thoughtfully prepared for the
freezing rain and provided us with dry sand, and to Susan Messina and family for putting together dozens and dozens of sets. Local
businesses that were crucial to the event this year were CVS, Wild Bird Center and Carson Associates/Custom Builders for providing
funds and supplies. The Palisades Community Fund is grateful for the generosity this community shows in supporting Luminary Night
so that we can in turn help those in need. This year’s proceeds went to Veronica House, a semi-permanent home for women here on
MacArthur Blvd run by the Community Council for the Homeless at Friendship Place.
Now the sun peeks over the rim of the world just a wee bit earlier and soon enough we’ll be rolling Easter eggs.
												
-Marie Collins
The Palisades Citizens’ Association • 3

The Palisades Community Fund Gives and Receives in More Ways
Than One

J

ust before Thanksgiving the Palisades Community Fund
(PCF) Board met to review proposals for its Fall grant
cycle. The Board agreed to provide support for the following projects:
Friends of Palisades Library was granted $800 to buy
a new outdoor bench. In so doing, the Board reiterated its
support of the library as a vibrant community institution, and
with the donation of trees from Sibley Hospital, a new bench
will be a great addition to the library’s landscaping project.
Key Elementary School PTA received $2,250 to
purchase padded safety materials for the Key School playground. This area is used by hundreds of children, both
students of the school and not, and the Board agreed that
providing a safe environment for the children in our community is of utmost importance.
Palisades Farmer’s Market was granted $440 to cover
the cost of new traffic cones, “No Parking” signs, and
domain fees for the Farmer’s Market website. It was noted
that the Farmer’s Market has been a wonderful gathering
point for the community and a great source of fresh and
wholesome products, and it deserves our continuing support.
These groups and others like them have given back to
our community much more than our grants can ever give to
them, and we owe them all our debt of gratitude. It is our
hope that the PCF is more than just a source of financial

support, but that it is also an acknowledgement of the dedication
these groups have to our community and a spur to further efforts.
We will continue our efforts to promote groups working to
improve our great neighborhood, and if you would like to apply
for a grant, outlines for proposals are on the PCA website: http://
www.palisadesdc.org If you have any questions, please contact
Ellen Maxwell at 202.966-9080 or Margie Palm at 202.3621424. Proposals must be postmarked by April 30, 2010, to be
reviewed during the Spring grant cycle.
Needless to say, we are all in this together, and the PCF does
rely on tax-deductible contributions from Palisades residents like
you to continue to support and fund projects in our community.
In December, the PCF sent a letter to you, our neighbors, asking
for contributions for the Fund. We are pleased to report that to
date, we have received nearly $11,000. We are heartened by the
generosity of our community in these more difficult economic
times. If you had intended to send a contribution to the PCF but
missed doing so in the excitement of the holidays, take heart;
it is not too late! You may still send your check to Palisades
Community Fund, c/o PCA, P.O. Box 40603. Palisades Station,
Washington, DC 20016.
		

--

Ellen Maxwell and Margie Palm

Palisades Library Busy in February

T

o commemorate Black History Month, the Library will sponsor a talk by noted historian C.R. Gibbs on “Breaking the Phalanx:
Smashing Jim Crow in the Nation’s Capital,” on February 9, 2010 at 6:30pm. A light supper will be served at a reception
immediately preceding Mr. Gibbs’ talk. In addition, books that highlight local history and the civil rights movement will be on
display and available for check out.
Ongoing Programs in February
Mondays at 10:30 (except Feb 15th): “Crafty Tales for Toddlers” (ages 2 – 5). Wednesdays at 10:30: “Baby & Toddler Lap
Time” (ages 6 – 24 months). Wednesdays at 11:15: “Mother Goose on the Loose” (birth – 18 months). Thursdays at 7:00 pm:
“Folktales” (ages 5 – 10)
Other Events in February
Friday, Feb. 12 at 3:30 pm: Valentine’s Party for children ages 4 - 10
Saturday, Feb. 13: Art & Books for Children ages 5 – 13. Explore art in books and create artistic wonders from your imagination
Tuesday, February 16 at 3:30pm: Board and Video Game Session for Tweens and Teens
(continued on page 6)
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Make New Friends! Share News! Learn About Your Community!

T

he PCA Membership Committee Needs YOU!!
Come hang out at the Palisades Farmer’s Market on
Sundays, hand out flyers at the Palisades 4th of July Parade,
say hello to new neighbors moving in. Share a laugh, a
story, and most of all your passion for healthy and happy
living in the Palisades.
Your Palisades Citizens Association is dedicated to
serving our community by bringing together neighbors
to work through important issues affecting life in the
Palisades. We communicate through our monthly newsletters and meetings. We testify at the local ANC 3D meetings. We meet with our Ward 3 Councilmember, at-large
Council members, the Mayor’s office, various governmental agencies and local institutional organizations to stay
abreast of issues affecting our neighborhood and to ensure
continued high quality of life for Palisades residents.

Sibley Trees

We joyously celebrate the birth of our nation with our renowned
Palisades 4th of July Parade. We bring valued resources to the community such as the Palisades Farmer’s Market on Sundays. And we
give back to the community through the Palisades Community Fund.
All this and more is possible through an active and vibrant membership. Please join me on the Palisades Membership Committee to
bring in new and returning members. Let your fingers or your feet
do the walking and talking. Great outreach ideas are most welcome!
Please email me at PCAmembership@gmail.com to let me know of
your interest and availability. Your participation is greatly appreciated!!
Christine L. Hackett
PCA Board Secretary and
Membership Committee Chairperson

-		
		

(continued from page 1)

Palisades parks will receive substantial plantings. For example, the small park on Macomb Street above Sherier Place at the intersection of Carolina Place, known by some as “Dinosaur Park”, will receive many trees near the street, along its borders and around
the play equipment. (Do not worry sledders, the open hill will be preserved!) Likewise, the Foxhall Playground or “W Street
Park” will receive a large number of plantings to enhance the tree cover in this location. Many house tree boxes will receive trees.
DC Arborist Earl Eutsler has provided the PCA with an initial list of street tree locations & species related to the Sibley planting
initiative, “in addition to the ~25 trees (primarily Oak, with some magnolias and redbuds) proposed for installation in Carolina Park
and the ~65 trees (mix of sycamore, bald cypress, etc) proposed for W St Park. We are determining species availability for the plants
called for in the Palisades Library plan, and hope to be able to provide all of this tree material as well.” Earl has considered additional
areas for new plantings, including the triangular parcel of land located just east of Parker’s Exxon and the new tree spaces created
along Potomac Avenue as a result of recent sidewalk construction, and continues to invite further suggestions. Earl has announced
that these major new plantings are scheduled to begin as early as March!
For further details, be sure to attend the February 2nd general membership meeting! Or contact palisadestrees@gmail.com.
									

--

Michael Stockton

ANC 3D to Vote on GWU 2010 Mount Vernon Campus Plan

R

epresentatives from George Washington University
have been meeting with residents at eight monthly
community meetings during 2009 to address community concerns in the development of their 10-year campus
development plan for the Mount Vernon Campus. ANC
3D members will vote on February 3, 2010, at its regular
meeting at Sibley Memorial Hospital’s Ernst Auditorium
on whether or not to support GWU’s application with the
DC Zoning Commission, following formal presentation of
the 2010 Mount Vernon Campus Plan at its January 13,
2010, regular meeting.
As reported in the January 20, 2010, issue of the
Northwest Current, GWU and its design team has worked
diligently to accommodate Palisades residents’ interests in

the development of the campus plan. A full report of the 94 issues
raised and addressed is provided on GWU’s website: http://neighborhood.gwu.edu. Click on the Campus Development tab at the top,
and then the 2010 Mount Vernon Campus Plan tab on the left. The
Overview link leads to the Issues matrix and complete powerpoint
presentation of the 2010 campus plan.
The plan outlines the site location, massing, and design guidelines for six new buildings on the campus totaling 150,499 net new
square feet of development. The previous 10-year campus plan in
2000 was approved for 320,000 square feet of development, but
only 169,501 square feet has been constructed or is currently under
construction, according to documents provided by GWU to the ANC
3D and posted on the ANC’s website: www.anc3d.org. In addition,
(continued on following page)
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ANC to Vote on Mount Vernon Campus Plan (continued from previous page)

Courtesy Gorge Washington University

the plan addresses vehicular traffic impacts, potential construction routes, stormwater management, parking, noise, and lighting.

T

According to the Northwest Current article, of concern
to the ANC 3D Commissioners is the possibility that DC
officials will eliminate the current requirement for universities to return to the Zoning Commission for approval of each
new building development within a campus plan once the
campus plan is approved. GWU’s campus plan, however,
provides extensive detail on proposed building heights and
locations, materials and other design guidelines, construction protocols, enrollment caps, and building uses that could
affect quality of life concerns. Clearly, GWU and its design
team have worked hard to understand and mitigate potential
negative impacts to the Palisades community while continuing to ensure the academic vibrancy and viability of its
Mount Vernon campus.
--

Christine L. Hackett, PCA Board Secretary

Key School Sets Annual Auction

he Key School PTA is planning for its annual Spring Auction fundraiser on March 20, 2010. The event will feature live and silent
auctions and generally attracts more than 300 supporters and from our neighborhood. This year’s theme is “World Affairs” celebrating the rich cultural diversity of Key’s student body, which represents an amazing 60 countries!
The money raised at the auction augments the funds provided by the DC public school system by, for example, paying the salaries
of teachers’ aides in each of the seven Pre-K through First Grade classrooms. The PTA also pays for classroom supplies and textbooks,
grounds and facility improvements, and teacher professional development. The funds we raise are vital to ensuring that Key School
maintains the high standards and commitment to excellence that won it the National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence recognition
last fall.
The success of the auction depends on the generosity of individuals, families and businesses in and around our community.
Here is how you can support the Auction!
•
Donate a service: interior design, tax preparation, estate planning, landscaping, teach an adult class, host a child’s class/
activity…use your imagination!
•
Donate an item: event tickets, art, accessories, decorative items, household objects, something you have made or designed
(our neighborhood is brimming with talented artist!)
•
Join us at the auction party on March 20th.
•
Make a tax deductable donation.
•
Advertise in our auction catalog.
•
Sponsor our webpage.
For further information, visit our friendly URL at https://kesptadc.ejoinme.org/springauction. This homepage will connect you to:
•
Registration and Sponsorships – Buy event tickets, raffle tickets and sponsorships
•
Item Donations - Complete the online donation form. Mail gift certificates or items to the school or call/email for volunteers
to pick-up your donation directly from you.
Questions? Requests? Contact Kim.Christo@gmail.com. Thank you!
						
-							
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Kim Christo, Caitlin Durkovich, and Maria Emanuel
2010 Spring Auction Committee Chairs
www.keyschooldc.org

N

otes
from the Community
at Large

Construction on Rec Center Entrance Scheduled to Begin This Spring

Sherry Frear of the DC Department of Parks and Recreation has informed the PCA that construction of the entrance to the
Palisades Recreation Center could begin as early as this March; a contract could be awarded as early as March 1. Final planning is
almost complete, based on the plan below.
Archeological investigations have been completed; archeologists report that the area had been profoundly disturbed over the
decades; and reported no significant findings. Currently the report is under review, and will be released to the public.
SEE REVISED "PLAZA" DETAIL,

Drawing Not to Scale

Palisades Village Now Offers Associate
Memberships
Palisades Village, which helps our older neighbors stay in
their own homes as long as possible, has introduced a new
Associate Membership category that allows neighbors to
make a tax-deductible financial contribution to the nonprofit
organization while receiving some of its services.
Associate Members are entitled to (1) an online subscription to Washington Consumers Checkbook; (2) help in
selecting and arranging for services by providers from PV's
list of recognized providers; (3) the e-mail edition of the PV

newsletter; and (4) participation in PV's social, educational and
cultural activities.
In other words, they qualify for all benefits of membership
except volunteer services. One year of Associate Membership
is $250, of which $200 is tax-deductible. Andy Mollison,
Palisades Village president, said, “Their support assists neighbors in greater need, and gives the associate members a chance
to become familiar with how good a job we do.”
To join or learn more, phone Sonia Crow, Executive
Director, at (202 )244-3310, or click on “Join!” at www.palisadesvillage.org.
			

--

Andy Mollison
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Artists of the Palisades
An Occasional Feature

C

urrently on display in the art space at the post office are paintings by
Virginia Clark Levy, longtime Palisades resident, whose work spans
more than 50 years. Her self-portrait is shown here.
Virginia has been an active participant in Neighbors through Art
events with the Palisades’ sister organization, the Hillcrest SE Citizens
association, since the beginning of that partnership. She conducts workshops regularly there and in Potomac, Md., and maintains a studio in her
home on Cathedral Ave., where she and her husband have lived since l973.
A Michigan native, she studied at Michigan State U., the Corcoran
Gallery School, and American University, where she received her master’s
degree in fine art. Her portraits hang in Cleveland Hall at Washington
State U. and the Mendenhall student union at East Carolina U. (honoring
the namesakes of those halls), the American U.’s Watkins collection, two
DC public libraries, and many private collections. Her portrait of Nora
Drew Gregory, esteemed board member emeritus of the DC library system,
unveiled in 2008 at the MLK library, was the result of a Neighbors through
Art collaboration, when outstanding elders of the Palisades and Hillcrest
communities were portrayed by eight artists from the two areas.
Virginia is a charter member of the National Museum of Women in the
Arts, and of Strathmore, where she has contributed to annual juried shows,
as well as several one-person shows, many group shows and fundraisers in
this area.
From her half-century of painting and teaching, Virginia stresses individuality of design to qualify a work as fine art, design which accentuates
and explains the spirit of the subject.
The artist can be reached at Fossilhill@erols.com

									
		
-Fred Pelzman

Library Has Busy Month (continued from page 4)
Tuesday, February 16 at 7:30pm: The Palisades Book
Club will meet to discuss The White Tiger by Aravind
Adiga
February 18 at 3:30pm: A Valentine’s party for Teens
(ages 12 through 17) will celebrate romantic thrillers by
African American authors
Monday, February 22. The Adult Discussion Group of
Teen Literature will meet. Discover what today’s teens
are reading. Please call Ms. Rosenblatt at 282.3139 for
the title of the book.
February 24 at 3:30pm: The Speak Easy Salon will meet.
Join your neighbors for a book discussion on current
issues. Please call Ms. Rosenblatt at 282.3139 at for more
information.
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Films in February
The following movies, all featuring Denzel Washington, will be
shown beginning at 4 pm:
Feb. 2 & 4: Malcolm X (PG-13) (Due to its length, half of the
movie will be shown on Tuesday and half on Thursday)
Feb. 11: Antwone Fisher (PG-13)
Feb. 18: Glory (PG)
Feb. 23 & 25: Cry Freedom (PG) (Due to its length, half of the
movie will be shown on Tuesday and half on Thursday)

The Palisades Library will be closed on Monday, February 15th
in observance of President’s Day

Romance starts at

Et Voila!

This Valentines Day!

A spECiAl MEnu foR tWo Will BE offERED
in ADDition to sEAsonAl AlA CARtE spECiAls.
limited seating available. Call (202) 237-2300 for reservations.
Et Voila! is operated by Chef/owner Claudio pirollo and pastry Chef/owner
Mickael Cornu. Born and raised in Brussels, pirollo was named “Best Young
Chef in Belgium” in 1994 and served as personal chef to the irish Ambassador
before opening Et Voila!. pastry Chef Mickael Cornu hails from france and is
an expert pastry chef specializing in intricate cakes and authentic Europeanstyle desserts. His creative and unique cakes have a strong reputation which
have solidified Et Voila’s position as one of Washington, DC’s premier caterers.
Et Voila is open for lunch, dinner and brunch and offers a creative, in depth
catering program. Reservations and additional information is available by
calling (202) 237-2300 or visiting www.etvoiladc.com.

Et Voila! Restaurant & Caterer
5120 MacArthur Boulevard ~ Washington, DC 20016
(202) 237-2300
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The July 4th Parade Committee Seeks
New Members!

Y

ou’re invited to the first planning meeting for the 2010 July 4th Parade
and Picnic! Get involved, meet new people, have fun!

When:
Where:
		

Thursday, February 18, 7:30pm
Maria Garcia’s house
2339 King Pl NW

Questions or suggestions, call 363-7441 or email
palisadesdc@hotmail.com
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