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PCA GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP
MEETING
TUESDAY
OCTOBER 5
7:30 PM

AT THE PALISADES
RECREATION
CENTER
The October meeting will feature
a DC Water presentation about
the Cross-town Tunnel, and
Samantha Nolan will talk about
setting up a neighborhood watch.
See details at right. Be there!
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PCA Looking at Neighborhood Watch

Expert Samantha Nolan will address Membership at October General Meeting

A

quick glance at the Crime Statistics Report compiled by the Metropolitan Police
Department (MPD) for the Police Service Area 205, of which the Palisades
is a part, indicates a rise in nearly all crime types in our area during the past year.
Our own Palisades Listserv is active with reports of car break-ins, stolen bikes and,
more recently, burglaries. In an attempt to address this alarming trend, the Palisades
Citizens Association has been working with the Police Department to explore various
avenues to reduce the incidence of crime in our area. In addition, the PCA has invited
Samantha Nolan, Chair of the Second District MPD Citizens Advisory Council and
Director of Neighborhood Watch for Chevy Chase DC, to speak to members of the
Palisades community about creating a Neighborhood Watch Program in our area.
Neighborhood Watch is a crime prevention concept that has its roots in the
night watchmen groups of colonial times. In its current form, Neighborhood Watch
was launched in 1972 as a national initiative by the National Sheriffs Association
in response to increasing crime rates and a request from police chiefs discourages
citizens from ever trying to apprehend suspected criminals. Instead, Neighborhood
Watch works closely with the police department and encourages residents to contact
local law enforcement officials to report any suspicious activity. and sheriffs around
the country interested in a crime prevention program that would involve local citizens. The program focuses on information dissemination and aims to reduce crime
continued on page 3

Will Describe Pending Cross-Town Tunnel Project

DC Water Will Address October Meeting

A

leizha Batson, Public Outreach Manager of DC Water, is scheduled to attend
our October meeting to discuss a very “large” topic -- and one of even larger
importance!
The Cross-town Tunnel is a large transmission main that delivers drinking water
from the Dalecarlia Water Treatment Plant to downtown Washington D.C. and east
of the Anacostia River. In December 2008, leakage from the tunnel was detected
on Rock Creek Parkway and in an area where the tunnel crosses under Rock Creek
Park. In order to maintain safe conditions along Rock Creek Parkway and to continue
to provide DC residents with a high quality and reliable drinking water supply, the
Cross-town Tunnel Rehabilitation Project was initiated. The project will begin in
November 2010 and one portion of the project will impact the area around Foxhall
Road and MacArthur Blvd.
Does DC Water have “tunnel vision?” Be sure to attend the October General
Meeting and find out!
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Out and About
• The Neighborhood Farmers Market is Open!   Every
Sunday morning on V Street next to the Safeway. From
10am. http://www.palisadesfarmersmarket.com.
• Second Thursday of each month, 3–4:15pm:
Parkinson’s and Movement Disorder Support Group.
For those living with Parkinson’s disease and movement
disorders, caregivers and family members. Grand Oaks
Assisted Living, Club Room. RSVP Required: 202 249
3400 or email grandoaks.dcr@sunriseseniorliving.com.
• Sat Oct 2, 7:00pm: Films with Friends at the Palisades
Park: “ET.”
• Sat October 9, 7:00pm: Films with Friends at the

Palisades Park: “South Pacific” (1949).
• Sat Oct 9, 10-4pm: Palisades-Georgetown Lions Club’s
3rd annual Art & Craft Festival. Palisades Community
Church, 5200 CAthedral Ave., NW, Washington, DC
20016 on October 9th from 10 AM to 4 PM. Additional
information: Lion Lee Wilson 202/966-4418 or Alan
Darby: 202/244-4822.
• Sat October 16, 7:00pm: Films with Friends at the
Palisades Park: “Princess Bride.”
• Sat Oct 23, 7:00pm: Films with Friends at the Palisades
Park: Beetlejuice.”

Palisades Village Reports A Strong Start

P

alisades Village volunteers are providing an average of 90 services a month this year to older neighbors who want to remain in their
homes and stay involved in the life of our community.
The nonprofit membership organization, which is funded by a combination of dues and tax-deductible contributions, provides a
wide array of support services and social opportunities to older residents of the Palisades, Kent, Foxhall, and Berkley.
In its new Progress Report 2010, covering its first 18 months of services and activities, ending June 30, 2010, Palisades Village
reports:
• Membership, initially 31, grew to more than 80.
• Volunteers helped members more than 900 times, rising to an average of 90 a month in 2010.
• Over 160 neighbors gave contributions.
• More than 80 adults and numerous kids and teens volunteered.
The Palisades Citizens Association, The Lab School and your local fire fighters
invite you to…
• Rides to medical appointments constituted 43 percent of all
services provided.
FAMILY NIGHT
• Social activities were popular, with attendance averaging 38
per event.
AT THE FIRE STATION
• More than 30 organizations, ranging from local congregations
Sunday, October 17, 5:00-7:00pm
and the Palisades Citizens Association to Iona Senior Services
and AARP, partnered with Palisades Village on selected proj
ects.
Live Music..... Hats for the
“While the numbers are important, I have the privilege
Kids..... Cookie Decorating .....
of knowing many of the stories behind them,” says Executive
Crafts …. Haunted Forest
Director Sonia Crow. She recalls “neighbors who live a stone’s
throw from each other meeting for the first time through
Walk!
Palisades Village, friendships developing during rides to the doctor, and folks getting together for a good time.”
Pot Luck Supper – The fire
Andy Mollison, a longtime Palisades resident who is presifighters cook the main course.
dent of the group says, “I think the report shows that our network
of neighbors helping neighbors is off to a strong start.”
Last names starting with A-P,
To receive a copy of the Palisades Village report, contact
bring your favorite side dish; last names
Sonia Crow at (202) 244-3310, or email info@palisadesvillage.
Q-Z, bring a dessert.
org.

Please RSVP

363-7441 or email: palisadesdc@hotmail.com
The Palisades Citizens Association
See you there!
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From the President

I

hope that everyone had a great summer – and enjoyed the
wonderful things the neighborhood has to offer, like the
4th of July parade and picnic in the park! Visit our website
(www.palisadesdc.org) to see our special July 4th edition
of the PCA Newsletter and the photos
taken by our great local phtographers.
They’re terrific!
As always, the Fall will be busy in
the Palisades, and there is a lot of PCA
business to attend to:
First, this fall the PCA board will
launch an effort to attract new members
to the PCA. As part of this membership drive, we will be highlighting all
the things that the PCA does to serve
the community, including Family Night
at the fire house, the Easter egg hunt
in the Park, and of course the 4th of
July parade -- to name a few. Spence
Spencer will be leading the membership drive, but we also need your help
to be successful. Please tell your
friends and neighbors about the work of
the PCA and encourage them to join so
we can keep sponsoring the community
events people know and love.
Second, the PCA Board is also
actively recruiting for a number of key
committees, such as Business and Zoning/Planning. In addition the Traffic committee needs a leader, to replace the fabulous Laura Phinizy, who recently moved out of the neighborhood. (For a full list of committees, see the PCA website
http://www.palisadesdc.org/pca.html ). If you are interested
in filling any of the vacancies – or want to suggest new committees – please let me know. For example, Steve Waller
recently suggested that the PCA create a Solar Committee, so
I formally welcome that committee into the PCA -- thanks to

Steve. I hope all Palisades residents will consider joining the
Board either by taking on one of our existing committees or
forming a new committee that could help make the Palisades
a better place.
Third, over the summer, the Board
had a number of discussions about whether to continue to print the PCA newsletter, to transition to an online format, or to
have a combination of both. As a result
of these discussions we formed an Ad
Hoc Committee to look into how effectively we are communicating with our
membership through the newsletter and
the website, explore other possibilities
such as social media tools like Facebook,
and make recommendations to the board
about what forms of communication will
best reach our members. We will share
with the membership these findings to
determine how best to proceed in the
ever evolving world of communication.
Please stay tuned.
Finally, many of you may be aware
that there was a significant increase in
crime in the Palisades over the summer. At the October 5th general meeting, Samantha Nolan will present ideas
regarding the possible formation of a
Neighborhood Watch for our community. In addition, we
will hear from DC Water (formerly WASA) about a project
that will affect the Palisades. Lastly, we’ll hear a proposal
from a group that is interested in putting a bubble over the
tennis courts in the Park that will allow for play during the
winter months.
We look forward to seeing you on the 5th!
		

--

Bill Slover				
PCA President

Neighborhood Watch (continued from page 1)
by eliminating opportunities for crime to occur. It calls on neighbors to be alert and, with trained ears and eyes, keep a lookout for
suspicious activity and for situations which might lead to a crime of opportunity. It is not a vigilante group and specifically discourages
citizens from ever trying to apprehend suspected criminals. Instead, Neighborhood Watch works closely with the Police Department
and encourages residents to contact local law enforcement officials to report any suspicious activity.
Smantha Nolan has been instrumental in working with the citizens of Wesley Heights and Foxhall Village, as well as other
areas throughout the District, to establish Neighborhood Watch Programs. She works closely with the MPD which would like to
see Neighborhood Watch programs in effect throughout the city. Nolan will address the Palisades community at the PCA General
Membership Meeting on Tuesday, October 5. Her presentation will include tips on reducing opportunities for crime in our area and
guidelines for establishing a Neighborhood Watch Program. The meeting will be held at the Palisades Recreation Center and all members of the community are encouraged to attend. Please spread the word.
								

--

Margie Palm
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Candidates’ Forum a Huge Success
The PCA’s June, 2010 meeting was held at the Field School
and featured a forum, sponsored jointly with the Cleveland Park
Citizens Association and the Foxhall Community Citizens’
Association, and at which Mayor Adrian Fenty, Council Chair
Vincent Gray, and former television newsman Leo Alexander
appeared to advance their respective programs. Field School
employees estimated the turnout at approximately 400 people,
and questions ranged from local concerns such as zoning and
the Georgetown campus plan, to employment in the District and
education policy.
Although the DC Mayoral contest looks very different
today, in June the results were hardly a foregone conclusion.
Many thanks to Spence Spencer for helping to bring this
major initiative to fruition! His wife Kathryn McDonnell took these photos of the action.
											

P

Kathryn

--

McDon

nell (bo

th)

Ed.

PCA Forms Solar Energy Committee

CA President Bill Slover has announced the formation of
a new PCA Committee on Solar Energy, to be chaired by
Palisades resident Steve Waller, who has already started work.
With the growing member interest in solar and renewable
energy issues, a group of PCA members formed a solar energy
interest committee this past spring, and has been meeting monthly at the Palisades Library. Past speakers have included the Chair
of the Public Service Commission, industry representatives, staff
members from Councilmember Cheh’s office, and a number of
Palisades residents who have already ‘gone solar’.
Now is an ideal time to consider solar power for your
Palisades home. There is a federal tax credit of 30% of installation costs, and DDOE will pay for another large portion, often
in the 30% range. The production of clean electricity creates

‘renewable energy credits’, which can be sold for hundreds of
dollars per year. If the system produces more electricity than the
home needs, the new meters are designed to run backwards, giving the homeowner credit for future electricity. Finally, knowing
that one is doing the right thing for America, reducing our need
for foreign oil or mountaintop removal in West Virginia, may be
the best reward of all.
Want to get involved? The committee will announce the
next meeting on its Yahoo home page, http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/PalisadesSolarCoOp, and on the PCA listserv.
The committee’s email address is: PalisadesSolarCoOp@
yahoogroups.com, or contact Steve Waller at stevewaller@rcn.
com.
			
-Steve Waller

Big Turnout for MBG’s “Tend with Friends”

O

n sunny Saturday morning in June, MacArthur Beautification Group volunteers and mound keepers gathered for the third annual “Tend with Friends.”
After weeding and tidying mounds, volunteers and neighbors met in front of the
Wachovia bank for coffee and conversation. The informal event was held to meet
and greet volunteers as well as thank them for their efforts. Many who stopped by
were pleased to connect with fellow neighbors who carefully tend the mounds up
and down MacArthur Boulevard, some of whom have been doing so since the organization first planted cherry trees along the boulevard in the early 1990s.
MBG has begun compiling email addresses for volunteers to help with more timely
and effective communications. Note: If you are a MBG mound keeper and want
to get on the email distribution list, please contact Caroline Ervin (ccobbervin@yahoo.com). On behalf of the entire MBG board, we
again extend our sincerest appreciation to the Palisades community for its support -- both volunteer and financial -- to keep MacArthur
Beautiful!
									
-Caroline Ervin
										
ccobbervin@yahoo.com
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PCA Sets Budget for 2010-2011

T

he PCA is required by its By-Laws to publish an annual budget in the October Newsletter. The Budget below was adopted for submission to the membership at the last Director’s meeting. It will be voted on at the general membership meeting on October 5. The
PCA fiscal year is October 1,-September 30. You are invited to comment or raise questions and your participation will be appreciated.
This budget is in the same form as previous budgets and proposes revenues and expenditures that are realistic. However, the
budget experience for fiscal 2009-2010 is not encouraging. We were more than $5000 under budget on revenues, with most of that
coming from lower-than-usual July 4 T Shirt sales. More problematic is the downward trend in dues. While Business Dues held
steady, Resident Dues were down, as has been the case for the past several years. We were over budget in several spending areas, but
many of these were one time expenditures. Due to our poor cash flow situation, we were forced to withdraw funds from our (rainy
day) investment account for the first time since I became Treasurer.
It is clear to me that two areas provide the best opportunity to get back on a solid financial footing. The first is membership dues.
The second is the possibility of going over a course of time to digital delivery of the Newsletter on an optional basis. If you have any
questions let Treasurer Bill Barnard know at nevisbill@aol.com.
								
-									

Bill Barnard
PCA Treasurer

PCA Proposed Budget for 2010-2011
INCOME
Business Dues						
Contributions						
Dividend,interest,investment income			
Resident Dues						
T Shirt Sales						
TOTAL INCOME						

14,000.00
0.00
800.00
27,000.00
10,000.00
51,800.00

EXPENSES
Aircraft Noise Committee				
Bank Charge						
Civic Activity						
Family Night at the Fire Station				
General Administration					
Insurance						
July 4 Celebration				
Meetings						
Printing and Reproduction
Membership			
Newsletter			
Total:						
Professional Fees					
T Shirts Cost of Goods					

1,000.00
10,000.00
11,000.00
17,000.00
4,500.00

TOTAL EXPENSES				

51,800.00

OVERALL TOTAL					

2,000.00
200.00
1,500.00
1,500.00
1,000.00
3,000.00
10,000.00
100.00

0.00
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Artists of the Palisades
An Occasional Feature

A

s a little girl, Leigh Marget was ambidextrous, and remembers drawing “scribble/
scrabble” with Crayolas clenched in both fists. She began drawing people -- and
has been drawing portraits ever since.
Beginning in 1978, while completing her Associate’s degree at the Corcoran,
she frequently visited the Palisades, where her sister lived on MacArthur Boulevard.
Upon graduating with teaching credentials from the University of Maryland, however,
she and her husband moved to Greenbelt.
Leigh recalls that, during her 20-year teaching career, family get-togethers at her
sister’s Palisades home were “real events” -- and she enjoyed Washington’s attractions, especially the art galleries. When her daughter went off to the University of
Iowa, making her an “empty nester,” she decided to move to the Palisades in 2008.
Now retired, Leigh is taking drawing & painting at Glen Echo Park and teaching
Sign & Song (American Sign Language) at Grand Oaks on Mac Arthur Blvd. Leigh
particularly enjoys the support and camaraderie of our neighborhood artists.
Six of Leigh’s portraits are on display at our Mac Arthur Boulevard Post Office
through September and October. Interested in her work? She can be reached at
lilyzmd@gmail.com.
P.S. If you -- or a friend -- would like to exhibit art at our Post Office, please
e-mail frankiefred@verizon.net or call me at (202) 537-0711. FYI, we are booked
through February, 2011
				

---

Fred Pelzman

PCF Issues Call For Proposals

T

he Palisades Community Fund (PCF), established by the
Palisades Citizens’ Association in 1995, finances projects and events that enrich the lives of our residents. This has
included but has not been limited to charitable activities, cultural enrichment, community education and service, economic
improvements and environmental enhancements. In recent years,
the PCF has funded a weather station, safety improvements for
our local school, the continuation of our farmer’s market, outdoor
movies at the Palisades Park, and support for the arts and our
recreation centers. Last year, community members generously
contributed nearly $14,000 to the Palisades Community Fund to
fulfill its mandate to fund interesting projects which enhance the
lives of Palisades’ residents.
Today, the PCF is calling on residents and local organizations to think of ways in which the PCF can help support community initiatives to improve the quality of life in the Palisades.
Proposal requirements are simple, and outlines for proposals can
be found on the PCA website: http://www.palisadesdc.org. If
you have a project which could benefit the Palisades community
and for which you need funding, please consider applying for
a grant from the PCF. You may review the guidelines on our
website, and if you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact
Margie Palm at 202.362-1424 or Ellen Maxwell at 202.966-9080.
Proposals must be postmarked by October 30, 2010 and mailed
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“Family Reunion”, by Leigh Marget

T

What Color is Your Picture?

he lovely bright painting above, that is. If you did not
receive your issue of the “Newsletter” electronically,
chances are the picture above is in black and white, and you
are missing out on Leigh Marget’s vibrant colors.
PCA members can now choose to receive their Newsletter
via the internet, in addition to receiving the traditional hard
copy in the mail. Those who select this option will receive a
full-color edition sent directly to their email in-box, with all
illustrations -- such as the painting above -- in living color.
If you would like an example of the difference, simply go to
the PCA’s website and check out the special July 4th edition,
which was published electronically after the 4th of July Parade.
Interested? Call Anne Ourand at 203-363-7441 or email
her at palisadesdc@hotmail.com, and let her now that you’d
like to receive your specially emailed edition. You’ll be glad
you did!

to:
Palisades Community Fund, P.O. Box 40603, Washington,
D.C., 20016.
The PCF looks forward to working with you to enhance our
neighborhood.

N

otes
from the
Palisades
Community

Key Elementary Sets Harvest Festival.

Key
Elementary School will host its annual Harvest Festival on
Sunday, October 24th. There will be great games, prizes, two
moonbounces, food concessions & bake sale, Haunted House, a
D.J., used children's books, CDs, DVDs and video games, and
much more! This neighborhood event is tons of fun for kids and
families and will be held rain or shine! Noon to 4PM at Key
Elementary School, 5001 Dana Place. Contact Lauren Regardie
at 202-237-1350 or lauren@regardie.com for more information.

Ellington Announces Admissions & Open
House Schedule. Duke Ellington School of the Arts has

announced its admissions and open house schedule for applicants for the 2011-2012 school year. Ellington offers a unique
dual program of intensive pre-professional arts training as well
as a full college-preparatory curriculum. Ellington auditions
rising 9th and 10th graders to major in one of eight arts areas:
Dance, Instrumental Music, Literary Media & Communications,
Museum Studies, Technical Design & Production, Theater,
Visual Arts, and Vocal Music. In addition to its renowned arts
training, Ellington also provides a strong academic program,
including a variety of honors and AP courses.
To learn more, go to www.ellingtonschool.org, or come to
an Open House where you can tour the school and see arts classes
in action. Open Houses will be held from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m on
October 21, November 10, and December 7. RSVPs to bpower@
ellingtonarts.org are requested.
Questions? please contact Barbara Power, admissions director, at bpower@ellingtonarts.org or 202-298-1777 ext. 1774.

DC Loves To Read.

On October 2, the DC Public
Library will hold a system-wide "Read-In" Celebrating the
Pleasure of Reading. The celebration will take place throughout the Main and Neighborhood Libraries. The progam for the
Palisades Neighborhood Library will run from 11am through
5:00pm, as follows:
• 11am: “Reading” in the Digital Age: View a Demonstration
of the new E-readers such as the Kindle and the Nook, and
learn how to download audiobooks from the DC Public
Library catalog.
• 1:30pm: Speak Easy Salon Series: Journalist Marsha Dubrow
will read an excerpt from her essay “Seven Days in May” in
the newly published anthology, "When Last on the Mountain:

The View from Writers Over 50." Ms. Dubrow is the Art and
Travel Columnist for examiner.com and has written for People,
Life and Reuters News Agency.
• 3:30pm: Teen Reader’s Theater and Craft Program. Join
the drama of being a reader of suspense in a Reader’s Theater
of thrilling short stories. Enjoy making a collage of your favorite books. Ages 12—17.
• 2:30 to 4:00pm: The Friends of the Palisades Library will host
an Open House from with refreshments and give-aways.
We hope you can join us!

OLV to Host Science Festival.

Our Lady of
Victory will host a USA Science and Enginering Festival Event
on Sunday, October 17th at 7pm. A two-part lecture given by
acclaimed author (and OLV parishioner) Tom Fowler on the
Evolution Controversy takes an unbiased look at the four major
schools of thought, the range of interpretations, and the implications of each evolutionary theory. RSVP to advancement@
olvschooldc.org or 202-337-1421 ex.13 or for more details look
on festival website at http://www.usasciencefestival.org
The Inaugural USA Science & Engineering Festival will
have events throughout the city for everyone, from the smallest child to the most established scientist; promising to be the
ultimate multi-cultural, multi-generational, multi-disciplinary
celebration of science in the United States. The grand finale will
be a two-day EXPO on the Mall (and surrounding venues) on
October 23-24, 2010.

Outdoor Movies Return to Palisades Park.

While shorter days and cooler evenings might suggest the end
of summer fun to some, to others it signals the return of Films
with Friends at the Palisades Park! For the second year in a row,
Saturday nights in October will feature free outdoor showings
of cartoons and full length films, not to mention complimentary
popcorn and drinks! All this is brought to you by the Friends of
Palisades Park, the Department of Parks and Recreation, and the
Palisades Community Fund. Come one, come all. Bring your
blankets, your picnics, your kids and your parents. Feel the
spirit of the Palisades as we gather under the stars to enjoy one
another’s company and fun family films. It is small town living
in the big city and it is what makes the Palisades a great place to
live. See "Out and About" (page 2) for complete listings.

Sibley Moves Closer Johns Hopkins.

The
Washington Business Journal reported on September 10, 2010
that Johns Hopkins Health System expects to close its planned
takeover of Sibley Memorial Hospital by Oct. 31. The combined
operation will reportedly achieve savings by eliminating services
that both Sibley and Suburban Hospital provide and place more
emphasis on cancer services at Sibley and cardiac services at
Suburban. The Sibley name will remain.
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O

ctober is membership renewal month! If your membership has expired,
please look for a remittance envelope in your newsletter and send in your
check as soon as possible. We can no longer afford to offer generous grace
periods, so if your membership is not up-to-date you will no longer receive the
newsletter. Don’t let this happen! Please check your mailing label on your newsletter to see if your membership has expired and if so, use the remittance envelope
found in your newsletter or send in your dues ($20 senior, $25 individual, $40
household, $100 sponsor, $250 patron, $500 life) to PCA, PO Box 40603, WDC
20016. Please consider upgrading your membership to the next level! Pease
make your check payable to PCA. We still have a few PAL bumper stickers
left. Please call the office at 363-7441 if you’d like one. All paid up members
can have one!
Thank you for your continued support!
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