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meeting
will feature a presentation by DC Environment's
Christophe A. G. Tulou, on
the City's new "Sustainable
DC" initiative. Be there with
your questions!
In this issue:
October Meeting.................... 1
Solar Group........................... 1
Palisades Comm. Fund......... 2
From the President................ 3
Community Notes.....................5
July 4th Parade.................. 6-9
Aircraft Noise.......................10
Artists of the Palisades........ 11
"Artobet".............................. 11
In Memoriam....................... 12
PCA Budget......................... 13

Volume 23 • Number 1 • October, 2011

PCA Goes Green!

DC's Environmental Director To Be
Guest Speaker at October 4th General
Meeting, Will Discuss "Sustainable DC"

C

hristophe A. G. Tulou, Director of the District's Department of the Environment,
will speak at the June 7th General Membership Meeting to describe and discuss
the City's new "Sustainable DC" initiative.
From green energy to bikeshare, the District is leading on many environmental
issues. The City's new "Start In September" web site offers the chance to help develop
a strategic plan for a more sustainable future for the District. Share your ideas on the
major topic areas of Green Economy, Transportation, Nature, Water, Waste, Food,
Climate and Energy on this website. Or, host a discussion with your family, neighbors,
co-workers, or classmates by using the discussion guide below and submit the feedback
you receive. To get started, go to "http://green.dc.gov/green/lib/green/sustainable.dc/
Sustainability_Brief.pdf", and prepare to bring your questions and ideas to the October
meeting!
Director Tulou was recently enthusiastically received by the PCA"s very active
new Solar Committee, and provided a preview of what attendees can anticipate on
October 4th. See below for a full report!

PCA Solar Group
Has Already Hosted
DC’s Environment
Chief

T

he
Palisades
Citizens
Association’s Solar Energy
Interest Group hosted Mr.
Christophe A. G. Tulou, Director,
District of Columbia Department
of the Environment, at our month- Solar Energy of a Different Sort on Potomac Avenue.
ly meeting at the Palisades Library
on September 1st. Mr. Tulou is the District government’s top person for renewable energy
programs, and a dynamic and knowledgeable speaker. He is at the forefront of creating the new
Continued on page 4
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Do you Have Ideas to Make the Palisades an Even Better
Place?
The PCF Wants to See Your Proposal!

T

he Palisades Community Fund (PCF) is pleased to announce it is currently accepting (and encouraging) the submission
of grant proposals for projects that promote charitable activities, cultural enrichment, community education and services,
economic improvement, and/or environmental enhancement in the Palisades community. Proposals will be reviewed at the
PCF Board Meeting in November and must be submitted by October 30, 2011.
Grant proposals need not be complex, but they must include:
•
•
•
•

A budget
Timetable for completion of the project
Name(s) of individuals who will be responsible for the project’s implementation/installation and maintenance
Budget for installation and maintenance, if applicable.

Over the years, the PCF has funded countless organizations and projects including the Palisades Village, Friends of
Palisades Library and the Palisades Farmer’s Market. The PCF has also sponsored a variety of educational opportunities
and outdoor movies at the Palisades Park.
Recently, a small grant was made to Key Elementary School teacher Eleanor Palm and filmmaker Carol Pineau, both
Palisades residents, to create a film based on the teaching curriculum used by Ms. Palm in her 1st grade classroom. The
film, ArtObet, is ready for its premier for its crew and their families on October 1, 2011, at Our Lady of Victory’s Hess
Auditorium. The film stars over 25 budding young actors from the Palisades and features artists from the around the world.
The film will be shared with the community at large on October 16 at 2:30 pm as part of the Kids Euro Festival at the
Embassy of France. This event is open to the public and all are welcome.
Our Lady of Victory Church was also a recipient of the PCF grant to help complete the renovation of Hess Auditorium.
We appreciate OLV’s willingness to share this beautiful new space with the Palisades community.
Outlines for your grant proposal can be found on the PCF website www.palisadesdc.org. Please take some time to
dream of ways to enhance our neighborhood and benefit the lives of your neighbors. The Palisades Community Fund looks
forward to reviewing all proposals and to working together to continue to make the Palisades community a great place to
live!
Advertisement
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From the President

I

hope that everyone had a great summer. Those of you
fortunate enough to have been here for the 4th of July
parade were treated to yet another memorable event. A
number of people commented on how much they enjoyed the
parade and the after-party in the park!
Many thanks to all the people who
worked so hard to make this event such
a success. A special thanks to Lauri
Menditto for designing the first T-shirt
to sell out completely! (Remember
this next year, and buy your shirts
early and often!) In addition, you may
have noticed the fabulous new parade
banners along the route. This is the
result of the work of Spence Spencer,
Katherine McDonnell, and Anne
Ourand. And of course, a big thank
you to Mat Thorp and his merry band
of judges for all their great work picking the prize winning parade entrants.
A list of the prize winning parade
entrants is included in this newsletter.
Unfortunately, the summer was not
all fun and games in the Palisades.
There were a series of arsons early in
the summer, and more recently, a very
disturbing incident of a hate crime
involving graffiti. Sadly, these egregious incidents show that the Palisades – as idyllic as it may
be – is not immune. The one silver lining is that these events
have resulted in the community -- and the city -- rallying
around to address the issues and support those that were victimized via public meetings, direct police engagement and
listserve discussion. The message should be clear: targeted

abuse will not be tolerated.
On another note, I am sad to report the death of Bill
Smith, past President of the PCA and a very active member
of our community. Bill was a strong voice at PCA meetings,
but a voice of reason. Please refer to
the article in this newsletter for further
remembrances of Bill.
Looking
ahead,
Christophe
A.G. Tulou, Director of the District
Department of the Environment (DDOE)
will attend the October 4th general meeting to discuss DDOE’s new city wide
sustainably strategy. The plan – which
will be shaped by input from residents
and businesses -- is broad in scope and
promises to significantly increase the
city’s focus on environmentally sound
practices. Please join us to hear more
about this initiative and how to get
involved.
Finally, I want to acknowledge Tom
C. Smith, who joined the Mayor’s team
in July as the Ward Three liaison in the
Office of Neighborhood Engagement.
The PCA receives numerous requests for
city services and assistance, and Tom has
been incredibly responsive in helping to
bring resolution those requests. Thanks
again, Tom, and welcome.
I hope you will take advantage of all the various neighborhood activities and events happening this fall, including
the PCA’s Annual Family Night at the Firehouse October
16th. See you there!
		
--		
Bill Slover
				
PCA President

The PCA, Your Local Fire Fighters and The Lab School
Invite You To

Family Night at the Fire Station
Sunday, October 16th, 5-7pm

It’s potluck – last names A-P bring a side dish; Q-Z
bring a dessert; the fire fighters provide the BBQ.
Live music, fire trucks, face painting, cookie
decoration, a HAUNTED FOREST & more!

RSVP and questions: 363-7441
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Solar Energy (continued from page 1)

Sustainable Energy Utility, a public-private partnership to accelerate DC’s transition to sustainable power, formed as a result of
legislation sponsored by our Councilmember ,Mary Cheh.
Mr. Tulou told us that DC has more LEED-eligible buildings
than any other city in America, and we are second to Chicago in
green roof space. He encouraged all citizens to participate in the
ongoing planning for greening the city, highlighted by the website
www.sustainable.dc.gov On the website, citizens can post ideas
or vote for the green ideas of others. This discussion will serve
to kick off a major effort by Major Gray and his administration to
improve the environmental efforts of the DC government. There
will continue to be some DC incentives for citizens to install
residential solar panels, in addition to the amazing 30% federal tax
credit and the ability to sell the ‘credits’ from production of clean
electricity.
Our other speaker was Rick Peters from Solar Energy
Services, a leading local installer of solar thermal (hot-water) systems. Using solar energy for making hot water may be the most
cost-effective investment in renewable energy for most families.
Residential water heating is ideal for solar, because of the daily
requirement for hot water and the ability to store the thermal energy easily on site. Because of the greater efficiencies of solar water
heating (more than three times as efficient as solar electric), only
forty-to-eighty square feet of solar exposure (for four-to-five hours

per day) are required to offset most of a typical family's annual
water heating expense. For a family of four, heating water with
electric, this equates to about $500/year in savings.
Currently, there are two significant incentives for DC residents
that, combined with the energy savings, can bring simple returns
on investment in well under ten years. Solar hot water qualifies
for the 30% Federal Tax Credit and the sale of Solar Renewable
Energy Credits (SRECs), just like solar PV panels for electricity.
The best return on investment for solar water heating will be for
larger households with electric water heating, but with a lifespan
of twenty-five to thirty years, these systems are a good investment
for almost any household. Solar water heating is used extensively
in Europe, China and other parts of the world. The first patent on
a residential solar water heater was issued to a Baltimore inventor
in 1891!
The Solar Group will meet next month on October 13th, from
7:00 to 8:30 pm at the Palisades Public Library, 2nd floor large
meeting room. Councilmember Cheh will send her top staffer on
renewable energy programs, Matthew Orlins, and we hope to also
have a local expert on establishing community solar programs. All
are welcome. Please see our website http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/PalisadesSolarCoOp/ for information.
		
-			

Steve Waller, Chair
Solar Energy Interest Group

Advertisement

St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church and Day School
4700 Whitehaven Parkway, NW
Church 202 342-2800
School 202 342-2805

The Rev. Dr. Kurt Gerhard, Rector				
		
The Rev. Andrea B. Martin, Associate Rector					
The Rev. Dr. Janet Whaley Zimmerman, 					
Associate Rector & Chaplain to the Day School
				
				
				

Peter A. Barrett, Head of School
Jennifer S. Danish, Director of
Admission and Financial Aid

Sunday Worship Services
8:00 am Holy Eucharist (Rite I, in the All Saints Chapel)
9:45 am Nursery Care & Sunday School
10:00 am Holy Eucharist (Rite II with music, in the Nave)

See www.stpatrickschurchdc.org for information about the many opportunities for education during the week for adults and
children Pre-K through High School.
St. Patrick's Episcopal Day School will be accepting applications
for the 2012-2013 school year through January 20, 2012. Join us for an Open House!
Visit www.stpatsdc.org for more details.
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N

otes
from the
Palisades
Community

Palisades Neighborhood Watch Program
Up to 30-Plus Block Captains! Is Your
Block Covered?

S

Key School Sets Harvest Festival.

Francis Scott
Key Elementary School will host its annual Harvest Festival on
Sunday, October 23rd. There will be great games, lots of prizes,
and a pumpkin decorating contest. Come jump on the moonbounce and visit our haunted house, food concession stand and
bake sale. Other fun attractions include a DJ, used book/CD/DVD
sale, and much more! This neighborhood event is lots of fun for
kids and families and will be held hail, rain or shine! Noon to
4PM at Key Elementary School, 5001 Dana Place. Contact Julieta
Acebal acebalj@hotmail.com 202 302 7097 or Caoimhe Dardis
202 679 7848 caoimhedardis@verizon.net formore information.

Blocks of the Palisades currently covered include the following:
* 5800 Potomac (Norton to Newark),
* 5700 Potomac (Newark to Manning)
* 5600 Potomac (Manning to Macomb)
* 5500 Carolina (Macomb to Cathedral)
* 5800 Sherier (Norton to Newark)
* 5700 Sherier (Newark to Manning)
* 5600 Sherier (Manning to Macomb)
* 5500 Sherier (Macomb to Cathedral)
* 5400 Sherier (Cathedral to Galena)
* 5300 Sherier (Galena to Arizona)
* 5300 Dorsett (Galena to Arizona)
* 5700 MacArthur (Newark to Manning)
* 5400 MacArthur (Cathedral to Galena)
* 4900-5100 Palisades (Loughboro to end of Palisades)
* 4900 Klingle (Arizona to Weaver)
* 5000 Klingle (Weaver to 51st)
* 5100 Klingle (51st to Hawthorne)
* 3100 51st (Klingle to Cathedral)
* 5000 Cathedral (Arizona to 51st)
* 5400 Hawthorne (Cathedral to end of Hawthorne)
* 5000 Dana (Eskridge to MacArthur)
* 5000 Fulton (Dana to end of Fulton)
* 5100 Fulton (Dana to end of Fulton)
* 5000 Eskridge (University to end of Eskridge)
* 2800 University Ter. (Dana to Garfield)
* 2900-3000 University (Garfield to Loughboro)
* 4600 Fulton (49th to Foxhall)
* 5000 V (off Reservoir)
Block captains compile contact information for each house
on the block and are the point person for disseminating information about house break-ins, property thefts, etc., in the surrounding area; they attend a 1.5-hour training session to learn about
ways neighborhoods can prevent crimes of opportunity.Thanks
to all those who have stepped forward to represent their blocks!
To find out more about the program and the duties of block captains, contact Karen Schaar Whale at schaarkaren@gmail.com
or call 244-3040.

Yong Lee

ome 30-plus Palisades residents have volunteered as block
captains and co-captains for the Palisades Neighborhood
Watch program. Many of them have begun gathering contact
information from residents on their blocks as part of this communications network to alert neighbors of suspicious activity on
their streets and crimes in the Palisades neighborhood.

These kids are not having too much fun at last year's Key Harvest Festival.
Wheeeee!

It's Renewal Time!

PCA memberships expire either at the end
of September or the end of March. If you
have a remittance envelope in your newsletter this month it means your membership
has expired and it’s time to renew. (If you
are unsure whether you are a “September”
person or a “March” person, please check
your mailing label.) Please use the remittance envelope, or send in your dues ($15
senior individual, $20 senior family, $25
individual, $40 household, $100 sponsor,
$250 patron, $500 life) to PCA, PO Box
40603, WDC 20016. Pease make your check
payable to PCA. You can also renew on line
using PayPal. Go to www.palisadesdc.org
and follow the easy instructions. We still
have a few PAL bumper stickers left. Please
call the office at 363-7441 if you’d like one.
All paid up members can have one! Thank
you for your continued support!
		
-			

Anne Ourand
PCA Administrator
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Special July 4th Parade Supplement!
All photos by Anne Ourand except where otherwise indicated.
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Parade Kudos
Thank you to the following people for making this year’s parade
and picnic a huge success!
• All the businesses and organizations who contributed
(see the list above!)
• Jeff Russell and all the Masons, for grilling and serving
3,000 hot dogs
• Lion Lee Wilson and his team of Lions, for serving
drinks at the picnic
• Lindsey Tharp from Reingold, for designing the new
MacArthur Blvd banner
• Mat Thorp, Julie Koczela and Mary Stapp, for judging the
parade
• Janice Kaplan, for doing all the parade PR
• Head marshals David Mitchell, Harold Cash, Jenny
Hopkins, Bill Slover, Spence Spencer and Philip Thomas,
and block marshals Steve Waller, Todd Stein, Steven
Davidson, Marcy Oppenheimer, Stephen DuPont, Bob
Reed and Dan Lozier
• Lauri Menditto, for designing the all-time-favorite t-shirt
design
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• Safeway, for donating watermelons and cups for the picnic
• Kathryn McDonnell, for helping with t-shirt printing logistics
and banner design coordination
• Virginia Ryan, for singing the National Anthem
• Maria Garcia, for heading up t-shirt sales and for hosting
parade meetings
• All of Maria Garcia’s salespeople who pitched in to work a
shift
• Vince Cain and his wonderful DRP staff
• Lt Eric Hayes and Officer McElwee for organizing and assist
ing with street closures and traffic flow
• DPW for delivering trash cans and picking up the garbage
• Matthew Marcou from DDOT, who helped with the endless
permitting
• All the wonderful parade participants!

We couldn’t have done it without you!

Thank you Palisades Businesses and Organizations!!
The Palisades Citizens Association is very grateful for the support of the many wonderful businesses, churches and schools who contribute
so much to make this neighborhood the special place that it is. Their financial and in-kind donations not only support the parade but help
the organization function all year long. Please patronize them and thank them for their contributions to the community!
Platinum Members
BlackSalt Restaurant nd Fish Market
Et Voila Restaurant
Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia
The Lab School of Washington
Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church
Safeway
Sibley Hospital

Bronze Members
Abramson & Associates
American Painting Fine Art
Artisans Art & Frame
Capital Antiques
Chu’s Cleaners
David Cumins Mitchell T/A Design 1
DC Boathouse
Howard Eales
Inga’s Once is Not Enough
Institute for Spiritual Development
Interplan Inc.
Lil Omm Yoga
Listrani’s Ristorante Italiano
Makoto
Mimi’s Convenience
Palisades Deli
Standard Properties, Inc.

Pat Ryan

Gold Members
CVS
The Elder & Disability Law Center
Jonah’s Treehouse
MacArthur Liquors
Palisades - Georgetown Lions Club
Parker’s Exxon
ProFeed of Palisades
Urban Igloo – DC Apartment Finders

Silver Members
Bambu
DC Living Real Estate, LLC
Dennis O’Leary DDS
French Seams
Hanlon Design Build
John I Haas
MacMarket
Mauck, Zantzinger & Assoc., Inc.
Mindy’s Catering
Palisades Veterinary Clinic
The River School
Salt & Pepper Restaurant
St Patrick’s Episcopal Church & Day School
St David’s Episcopal Church
VCA MacArthur Animal Hospital
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Montague from the
United
Horsemen's
Association has been
attending our parade
for as long as he can
remember.

Thanks to the awesome head marshal team -- Philip Thomas,
Spence Spencer, Cash, David Mitchell, Jenny Hopkins and
Bill Slover -- the July 4th parade went off without a hitch.
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And the Parade Awards (Generously Donated by Our
Palisades Business Neighbors) Go To . . . .
WHAT
Ann Hand -- $100 Gift Certificate			
Ann Hand -- $100 Gift Certificate			
Artisans Art & Frame -- $100 Gift Certificate		
Bambu -- $50 Gift Certificate				
Bassin’s MacArthur Beverage – Champagne		
Chen’s Gourmet -- $50 Gift Certificate			
Chu Cleaners -- $25 Gift Certificate			
Chu Cleaners -- $25 Gift Certificate			
DC Boathouse -- $30 Gift Certificate			
Dodge Chrome – 100 4x6 Prints			
Et Voila -- $100 Gift Certificate			
Farmers’ Market – Basket of Market Items		
Farmers’ Market – Basket of Market Items		
Fletcher’s Boat House – Free Boat/bike rental		
Figs -- $40 Gift Certificate				
Fred Pelzman – Painting of Key Bridge			
J. Achenbach – Signed Book Copy			
Glover Park Hardware -- $50 Gift Certificate		
Le Reve Hair Design – Free Haircut			
Listrani’s -- $100 Gift Certificate			
Little China Café -- $20 Gift Certificate			
MacArthur Custom Framing – 20% discount		
MacArthur Custom Framing – 20% discount		
Mac Market -- $50 Gift Certificate			
Marvelous Market -- $50 Gift Certificate		
Mimi’s Convenience Mart -- $40 Gift Cert.		
Parker’s Exxon -- $50 Gift Certificate			
Parker’s Exxon -- $50 Gift Certificate			
Potomac Video -- $25 Gift Certificate			
Potomac Video – Desk Clock				
Potomac Video – Desk Clock				
Potomac Video – Two T-shirts				
Pro Feed -- $75 Gift Certificate			
Pro Feed -- $$75 Gift Certificate			
Robert Whale – 6 Bottles of Wine			
Salt & Pepper -- $30 Gift Certificate			
Salt & Pepper -- $30 Gift Certificate			
Wachovia – Safe Deposit Box Rental			
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WHO

WHY

Midwifery for All			
Best Baby Bumps
Juvenile Diabetes Prevention		
Precious Princess
Palisades Village				
Always Helpful
DC Vote				
Best Sticker
DC Democracy 51
Palisades Pop Stars
George and Martha Washington
Palisades Church
Palisades Pre-School
Palisades Library
ACLU Brass Band			
Brassiest Float
Amy and Ava Thek
Spring Valley Cleanup
Boy Scouts
Assoc. of Oldest Inhabitants		
Oldest Fire Engine
Key School
Palisades Pre-History Museum
Palisades Village
Jocelyn Rock and Zara			
Great Bicycle!
Patriotic Pirates
Hmmm, now who did win that . . . .?
St. Patrick’s Church
St. Patrick’s Church
Scout Troop #61/100
Hillcrest Partnership			
Celebrating 20 years!
Free Masons
Ballman Family
Doug Dupin
Princess in Tiki Bar
DC Statehood
DC Statehood
DC Statehood
Hot Dogs for Home Rule
Dogs for DC
Millwood Mob		
One Block Long & Mighty Strong!
Jean-Pierre Vladimir			
Great 1970 Fiat!
Hmmm, now who did win that . . . .?
Anise Jesmins
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To the Editor: I grew up at 5301 Dorsett Place NW and have fond memories of my childhood in Palisades. My father lived in the
Dorsett Place house until his death in the early 1990's. I uncovered these photos taken by my mother of the Palisades 4th of July parade
along Sherrier Place en route to the Palisades park. I thought your readers might enjoy seeing the humble beginnings of this now grand
event !! I am the little blonde girl in the bathing suit parade and standing in front of the flag pole at the Palisades playground with my
friend Sally. Also pictured is the flatbed truck with local resident dressed as Indians and an open convertible carrying the local beauties
(not shown, Ed.) . I am pretty sure I am four or five years old in these photos which would be the year at 1955 or 1956.
I currently reside in Silver Spring, MD.
Susan (nee Henry) Shaffer

The Palisades Citizens’ Association • 9

Aircraft Noise Committee Reports

N

PLANEWATCHERS OF THE PALISADES
Your Observations Will Help!

oise abatement departure flight paths from Reagan National
Airport (DCA) over the Palisades are being evaluated. As
many of you know, Palisades Citizens Association aircraft noise
policy is driven by two main ideas. 1) The goal is the least noise
for the fewest people and 2) Our efforts are guided by solicited,
targeted observations rather than unsolicited random observations.
I’m asking interested neighbors to help us by documenting
your observations. The information we collect will help us ensure
that aircraft are complying with these noise abatement flight paths.
Please email me at mat.thorp@verizon.net when you observe
an aircraft that is too noisy, bothersome or unusual in some way.
Tell me:
1. Where were you when you saw the airplane?
2. What was the date and time?
3. Was it going to, or coming from, Reagan National
Airport?
4. Was it higher or lower than usual? Noisier or quieter?
Over a street or over the river?
5. Any other comments?
For your information, the two new departure flight paths are:

LAZIR ONE RNAV DEPARTURE (LASIR 1.LASIR),
flown by all aircraft in good weather and by GPS-equipped aircraft
in bad weather as well, is over the Potomac River from Key Bridge
to the American Legion Bridge. (see chart)
NATIONAL ONE DEPARTURE (NATNL 1.NATNL),
flown by non-GPS-equipped aircraft in bad weather, uses the 328
radial over the Virginia side of the river.
The PCA Aircraft Noise Committee will consolidate your
observations, plot them on a map of the Palisades and discuss them
with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) DCA Tower and
the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority (MWAA) Noise
Abatement Office.
		
-			
			
			

Mat Thorp, Chair
Aircraft Noise Committee
202-363-4048
mat.thorp@verizon.net

Library To Hold Huge Book Sale
Love books? Love bargains?
Don’t miss our huge Sale (10,000 books!) Friday, September
30, from 1 to 4 pm and Saturday, October 1 from 10 am to 4 pm.
When staged by the Friends of the Palisades Library last Spring,
we sold more than 5,000 books.
All Sale books are $1 (That’s ONE DOLLAR!), while our
“Bargain Books” are just 25 cents!.
More Bargains? Scoop up ”Bargain Books” for only $5
a bagful! During the final three hours Saturday--1-4 pm--even
regular books will go for $10 a bag..
Still more? Visit our downstairs permanent Friends Book
Room -- next to the Circulation Desk -- for newer, specially priced
books to add to your collection. Our new Collectibles Corner
showcases author-signed books and First Editions, as well as
national book award winners.
Finally, we’ve expanded our Bargain Alley (next to the back
Books like these and 1000's more will be on sale at great prices!
door) with added shelves of 25-cent books recently organized
by subject for non-fiction and alphabetized by author for fiction.
The library is located at 4901 V Street NW (the corner of V Street and MacArthur Boulevard). Proceeds benefit the Palisades
branch library to support special programs for children and adults, and for the purchase of library equipment and other items not covered by the DC Public Library budget.
Questions? email FriendsOfPalisadesLibrary@gmail.com. And consider joining the Friends to help support your library.. It’s a
bargain, too!
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Artists of the Palisades
An Occasional Feature
A Designing Woman!
After graduating from Auburn University, Barbara
Gardien moved to California and began her graphic
design career.
Relocating to Washington twelve years later, she
spent fifty years designing and producing a full range of
graphics: books, brochures, mailers, logos, packaging,
displays, exhibits and models.
During the twenty years before retiring in 2001,
Barbara concentrated on book design, including contract
work for Time-Life Books, the Smithsonian, The Fogel
Institute, the District of Columbia, the US Air Force and
others. Her final project: designing and producing a
series of books on the Gulf War for the Air Force.
Barbara has lived in Palisades/Kent for 42 years.
She has studied painting and sculpture at the University
of the District of Columbia since 2005. She has benefitted particularly from the excellent teaching of painting
professor Daniel Venne.
Her work will be displayed at our Palisades Post
Office during September and October.
							
			
-- Fred Pelzman

New Children’s Film Inspired by Key Teacher

W

ouldn’t it be nice if we could take even just one aspect of our wonderful Palisades community
and share it with people everywhere? That was the thinking behind a new children’s narrative
film, Artobet: A Magical Adventure of Artists fro A to Z.
Artobet was inspired by a unique early-reading curriculum created by a much-loved Key
Elementary School teacher, Eleanor Palm. Each week, Ms. Palm teaches a new letter, introducing
famous people through the ages whose name starts with that letter. During “B Week” her first grade
students learn about Botticelli and paint a Botticelli Bella, fly paper kites with Benjamin Franklin,
listen to poetry by Beatrix Potter, and freeze dance to Beethoven and Bach. It is a rich experience,
integrating reading with art, history, science, music, and more.
Our daughter was fortunate to have Ms. Palm for two years in a combined K/1 class. The
experience was amazing. As a parent, I was thrilled, but as a filmmaker I believed something this
innovative should not be limited to one classroom per year. It should be shared by children everywhere. Together, we created Artobet, which we hope will be the first in the Little Great Thinker
series, connecting kids to a world of great thinkers.
More than forty kids from the Palisades appear in the film. Parents spent long hours organizing massive amounts of wardrobe and props. Key teachers critiqued early versions. We received
a small grant from the Palisades Community Fund, which covered some costs and gave us a moral
boost. Our Lady of Victory generously hosted a preview screening earlier this month.
Artobet started in the Palisades, but we hope it will now reach far beyond, and that many more children, parents, and teachers
will be able to enjoy the unique teachings that children at Key Elementary and Ms. Palm’s Summer Camp have been able to enjoy for
many years.
									
-Carol Pineau

N

OTE: For more information on Artobet, visit artobet.com. To attend the premiere at Kid’s Euro Festival on October 16, 2:30pm,
at the French Embassy, register at kidseurofestival.org.
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Bill Smith, 1915 -- 2011
Many of us in the Palisades had the privilege – and luck – to know
Bill Smith, one of our community’s most devoted members. The former
PCA president and long time resident passed away on September 5 at
the age of 96.

B

ill Smith was our mentor, our agitator, our sage. But most of all,
he was a dear friend with an unending love of the Palisades, its
history, its residents, and the home he built here.
Bill served as PCA president in the 1960’s and continued to be a
familiar face at PCA meetings for decades to come. He rarely missed a
July 4 parade. “Bill served the Palisades community for over 50 years
through his involvement with the PCA,” said former PCA president
Erik Gaull, now our PCA listserv moderator. “He rarely missed a
meeting, and he deeply loved the Palisades and his neighbors. He will
be sorely missed.”
For PCA, Bill was the shoulder that we could always lean on for
guidance, history -- and an opinion. The right of passage for becoming
PCA president was a visit from Bill, as former PCA president Stu Ross
recounts:
“I recall, shortly after being elected President of the PCA, getting a
call from Bill Smith inviting me to lunch at the Hay Adams Hotel," says
Stu. "I accepted his invitation and listened to Bill telling me exactly
what I should be doing as President for the next two years. Talk about
some strong views – and talk about some very good ideas – he had
both."
"I told Bill I appreciated his offer of help and his ideas. He told
me, 'Well, they are just what I think. You are the one who will set the
agenda, and if I can help you in any way you can count on me.' I did
Penny Pagano
count on him, and in his mid 80’s then, he led several programs over
my tenure."
In Alice Stewart’s book on the history of the Palisades, (page
96) this picture of Bill shows him receiving a Community
"But the best times I had with Bill were at his property at the end
Award from MPD.
of Chain Bridge Road. He loved it so much and worked on it every
The caption with the picture says: "Bill Smith and others
weekend. And in his later years, he was happy that he was healthy
persuaded DC Police Chief Charles Ramsey to order mounenough to appreciate what he had. He was a great Palisadian in a great
tain bikes for the whole Metropolitan Police Department.
tradition here on MacArthur Boulevard,” Stu said.
Another Palisades initiative by Smith and the late John Finney
It was in his home, where Bill lived with his late wife Joan, that a
was a gift to the police department to purchase a laser gun to
group of us gathered one morning years ago to discuss the idea of creatapprehend speeding cars. Bill has lived in the Palisades since
ing a neighborhood foundation to promote ideas and support projects to
1952 and was president of the PCA during the mid-1960’s."
enrich our community, our library, our local schools. It was the birth
of the Palisades Community Foundation (PCF), which continues today
			
-Penny Pagano
and is a model for other communities.
Bill was a staunch supporter of our police and firemen. He was proud of his college, Oberlin, where he created a chair.
A few months ago my husband Phil and I had dinner with Bill in his home. We had suggested he come to our house, but he insisted
that he wanted to cook and make BLT sandwiches. If ever one could make a feast out of the preparations and ingredients we consumed,
he did it. We talked for hours, reminisced, and laughed together with the ease that comes with a long friendship. He kidded about the 9
and 6 labels that he stuck on one of the steps of his stairway, saying “I need to remember how old I am.”
Bill never let age define who he was. He was camping with friends when he became ill, with what was diagnosed as an inoperable
brain tumor. He died at Sibley Hospital, near his home and in the Palisades.
We are immensely grateful to all that Bill did for the Palisades and for all of us. No community could ask for anything more of its
residents. Palisades is a special place because of people like Bill. He loved all of us, and we loved him. He will always hold a very
special place in our hearts.
									
-Penny Pagano
										
Former PCA President
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PCA To Vote on Proposed 2011 -- 2012 Budget At October 4th
General Membership Meeting

T

he PCA is required by its By-Laws to publish an annual budget in the October Newsletter. The Budget below was adopted for submission to the membership at the most recent Directors' meeting, on September 14th. It will be voted on at the general membership
meeting on October 4th. The PCA fiscal year is October 1,-September 30. You are invited to comment or raise questions and your participation will be appreciated.
The financial results for fiscal 2009-10 were encouraging compared to the last couple of years.
Our budgeted revenue was $51,815 and the actual revenue was $50,815. We were over-budgeted on interest income revenue at
$800, as the amount actually received was only $30. We have reduced our budget for interest income for the coming fiscal year to $100.
Business dues, which are a major source of support for 4th of July expenses, exceeded the budgeted amount by $1,574 and residential dues
were under budget by $1,011 (but exceeded the previous year's revenue). We have increased our expectation for business and residential
dues by $1,000 each on the expectation that additional dues solicitations will result in this additional income. 4th of July expenses were
over budget by $1,731 and we have increased that budget item to reflect our experience. In the previous fiscal year we were forced to
withdraw investment funds (currently about 23,000) to cover operating expenses. No reliance on investment funds was necessary this past
year. We ended the year with a surplus.

PCA Proposed Budget for 2011-2012
INCOME
Business Dues
							
Contributions
Dividend, interest and investment income			
					
Resident Dues									
T Shirt Sales

16,000.00
0.00
100.00
28,000.00
10,000.00

TOTAL INCOME					

54,100.00

EXPENSES
Aircraft Noise Committee									
Bank Charge											
Civic Activity										
Family Night at the Fire Station							
General Administration									
Insurance											
July 4 Celebration									
Meetings						
Printing and Reproduction
Membership			
			
1,000.00
Newsletter					
10,000.00
Total:						
Professional Fees					
T Shirts Cost of Goods					
TOTAL EXPENSES				
OVERALL TOTAL					

2,000.00
200.00
1,500.00
1,500.00
1,300.00
3,000.00
12,000.00
100.00

11,000.00
17,000.00
4,500.00
54,100.00
0.00
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Subscribe to the Digital Edition!

Did you know that PCA members can now choose to receive
their Newsletter via the internet, in addition to receiving the
traditional hard copy in the mail? Those who select this option
will receive a full-color edition sent directly to their email in-box,
with all illustrations in living color.
Interested? Call Anne Ourand at 203-363-7441 or email her
at palisadesdc@hotmail.com, and let her know that you’d like to
receive your specially emailed edition. You’ll be glad you did!
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