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PCA GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP
MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 7
7:30 PM

AT THE PALISADES
RECREATION
CENTER
A real estate developer will
describe its plans for the
Safeway site, and DDOE's
Andy Oetman will give
a presentation on DC's
new and forward-looking "Riversmart Homes"
program.
Be there!
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Stormwater Run-off Reduction a City Priority

Potential Safeway Redeveloper To
Describe Plans; City Official will Explain
the City's "RiverSmart" Program

D

uball LLC, a Reston, VA-based real estate development firm with a number of projects in the metropolitan area is considering redeveloping the
site of the Palisades Safeway, presumably to create a larger store but also to
possibly include a residential component. Duball representatives will provide
a description of their current plans to the Palisades community.
Duball's proposal holds the possibility of major changes to the Palisades'
"commercial district," and as such should be of interest to every Palisades
resident.
In addition, Andy Oetman, an Environmental Protection Specialist in the
Watershed Protection Division of DC’s Department of the Environment, who
also happens to be a Palisades resident, will make a presentation on DC’s
innovative “RiverSmart Homes” program that should also be of great interest
to Palisades residents.
The RiverSmart Homes program, previously highlighted in the October,
2012 issue of the Palisades News, offers incentives to homeowners interested
in reducing stormwater pollution from their properties. Did you know that
you can receive a subsidy of up to $1,200 to adopt one or more landscape
enhancements in one of the following categories?
• Shade Tree Planting: District homeowners can have shade trees planted on
their property for only $50 per tree!
• Rain Barrels: Purchase an approved rain barrel and receive $50 or $100
back for each one!
• Pervious Pavers: Replace an existing impervious surface, such as concrete
or asphalt, with approved pervious pavers, you can receive up to a $1,200
subsidy from the City. Come to the meeting and find out more!
Could this scene soon be history? Come to the May meeting and learn more!

The Palisades Citizens’ Association • 1

Ou t and About
Your PCA Calendar
for May, 2013
The Palisades News welcomes announcements of all local events that may be enjoyed by Palisades residents!
All Month				

Palisades Library Events		

At the Library

Every Sunday, 9am - 1pm		

Palisades Farmers Market		

Next to the Safeway

Wednesday, 1 May, 2013 7-9pm
ANC3D Monthly Meeting 		
										
										
										

American University Campus, School
of International Service Building,
Room 333, corner of Nebraska and
New Mexico Avenues, NW.

Tuesday, May 7, 7:30pm		

PCA Monthly Meeting 			

At the Rec Center (see pages 1, 3)

Wednesday May 8, 2pm 		
					
					
					

Saving History: Stewardship at
Blair House, The President's 		
Guest House, By Candace
Shireman, Curator

Palisades Library Conference Room
Sponsored by Palisades Village.

Tuesday, May 14, 5-7pm		
Estate Planning, Planned Giving
					
and Your Community			
										

Palisades Library Conference Room
A seminar sponsored by Palisades
Village

Thursday, May 16, 6:45pm		
Palisades Village Board Meeting
										

Palisades Library Conference Room
Open to the Public

Sunday May 19, 2:30pm		
"La Sylphide” Ballet			
										
										
										

At Key ElementarySchool. All
proceeds to Childrens National 		
Medical Center. (See p. 5.) Tickets
and information: 301-229-6882.

Sunday, May 19, 2013 10am-4pm
Palisades-Georgetown Lions Wells Fargo Bank parking lot at
					
Club Annual Flea Market		
MacArthur Blvd & Arizona Avenue
										
Information: Mary at 202 363 6122.
Wednesday, May 22, 6pm		
PSA 205 Monthly Meeting		
										
										
										

2nd District Police Station, 3320
Idaho Avenue NW. Info: PSA Lt.
Eric Hayes,
Eric.Hayes@dc.gov, 202-715-7328

Spring has finally arrived in the Palisades!
2 • Volume 24 • Number 7

Photo Caroline
Ervin

From the President

I

was saddened to learn that Dick England passed away
in early April. Dick was a former PCA President and
a great champion of the Palisades. He will be missed.
Please see the story about Dick on
page 7 of this Newsletter.
At the May general meeting
of the PCA we will be voting on
a slate of new PCA officers. The
slate can be found below. After
three years of running this fabulous
organization I have decided to step
down as President and allow for
new leadership to keep moving the
PCA forward. I will write more
about that in what will be my final
President's letter next month.
I hope that everyone enjoyed
last month’s meeting where we
heard from a number of speakers including a presentation about
Fletchers Cove. The big takeaway
from their presentation was that the
Park Service is receptive to rework
ing the entrance to Fletchers, an
issue that has been raised a number
of times over the years, but has
never advanced beyond the discussion stage. I hope that this will open the door for a real
discussion between the City and the Park Service to
work on making that intersection safer for both pedestrians and cars.
At the last PCA board meeting we discussed supporting the installation of traffic lights at both the
intersection of W St. and Foxhall Road as well as at
Loughboro and Dalecarlia near Sibley Hospital. The
Board decided unanimously to support both lights, I
will provide more details at the meeting. Additionally
we have received a request to support limiting the
programming of the Palisades Parks fields to neighborhood teams. I will also provide information on that at
the meeting.
Recently I was contacted by Duball LLC, a local

real estate developer, about a proposal to rebuild
the MacArthur Boulevard Safeway. They have met
with a number of community leaders and now would
like to make a presentation to the
broader community. Their plan

Duball's
plan
would
replace the current store
with a larer store and will
also contain a residential component. The current store is the longest
continually
operating
Safeway in the city and is
due for a major upgrade.
would replace the current store with
a larger store and will also contain
a residential component. The current store is the longest continually
operating Safeway in the city and
is due for a major upgrade. I hope
that we will get a big turn out to
hear about this.
While we already have a very packed agenda, we
will be also be joined by Andrew Oetman from DC
Department of the environment to discuss incentives
available to homeowners to reduce storm water runoff
under a program called the RiverSmart Homes project.
The city has been under mandate from the EPA to deal
with storm water runoff and this sound like a good
opportunity for us to learn how we can help.
This month’s PCA general meeting will be held on
May 7th at 7:30 pm at the Palisades Recreation Center.
I will see you all there. Thanks for your continued support of the PCA.
			
-Bill Slover
				
PCA President

Proposed Slate of PCA Officers, 2013-2014
The PCA Board has proposed the following slate of PCA Officers to serve during 2013-2014. The membership will
have the opportunity to vote for this slate at the May General Membership Meeting on May 7th. Nominations from the
floor will also be accepted.
President:
First VP:
Second VP:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Steve Waller
Greg Cohen
Ellen Maxwell
Bill Barnard
Mary Ann Floto

If you have an interest in serving on the board, there are many committee vacancies. Please help your community by
getting involved. For more information, contact the PCA office at 202-363-7441. We hope to hear from you!
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Training Will Teach You Ways to Reduce Chances of Being a Crime Victim

“M

Neighborhood Watch Report

ore than 80 percent of the crime in DC is preventable by changing the behaviors that contribute
to crime,” began citywide neighborhood watch trainer Samantha Nolan at a recent block captain
training session held in early March at the Second District Police Station, 3320 Idaho Avenue, NW.
Outlining the behaviors that criminals look for when they are out to commit a crime while showing photos of properties, etc., where crimes have occurred in Northwest DC, Nolan gave tips on how to
eliminate these behaviors and decrease the chances of being a crime victim.
Advice on how to avoid being the victim of a crime included warnings about walking around DC or
riding the Metro with electronic devices in full view. White headphone cords are a giveaway that you are
carrying an Apple device, she noted. Deterrents include switching to a different color cord, wearing the cord hidden partially
inside clothing, and using only one ear bud. The main thing, says Nolan, is to always be aware of what is going on around
you, don’t get lost in what’s on your screen.
Nolan, is an at-large member of the Chief of Police Citizens Advisory Council and director of the neighborhood watch
program for Chevy Chase DC. Rather than multitasking while walking, she says, make phone calls and check emails after
you’ve arrived at your destination. Never use electronic devices near the doors of the metro train, as“snatch and grabs” are
very common -- as the doors are closing, the “snatcher” can quickly exit the train with riders’ iPhones, etc.
Another popular crime in the District is the lifting of handbags/purses left hung from the backs of chairs in restaurants
and bars; also cell phones and other personal electronics left on diners’ tables or visible in purses. Perpetrators glide by and
lift items like cell phones without being noticed, even when the diners are present at the table. Another preventable crime
(continued on page 8)
Advertisement

ESTATE PLANNING AND FAMILY LAW
Nancy L. Feldman, Attorney at Law and long-time Palisades resident

Are you wondering:
• Why would I need a lawyer to draw up my will?
• Are wills and trusts even needed, now that the estate tax isn’t a problem?
Can’t I just put everything in joint names?
• What if my biggest asset is the company I own, or real estate holdings?
• How much does a simple will cost, and how long does it take?
• My spouse and I may be breaking up. What are the basic divorce and property laws in my area,
and how am I likely to fare in my current situation?
Please go to my website, www.lawyers.com/nancyfeldman, for a discussion of these and related topics in the
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) section, and a description of the services, advice and counsel that I offer to clients.
You’ll see that estate planning is a coordinated process of preparing for the future and protecting your loved ones, including times when you may be unable to handle financial affairs and health-care decisions. There may be real estate, domestic relations, business, retirement, non-profit, tax, legacy planning and other considerations. It is also an opportunity to
organize your paperwork and leave clear directions for the people you have chosen to deal with these matters. Call me
for an appointment to discuss your particular concerns.

Law Office of Nancy L. Feldman

Admitted in DC, MD and VA 						
www.lawyers.com/nancyfeldman					
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Telephone: (202) 965-0654
nlfeldmanlaw@earthlink.net

N

otes

additional information, call Palisades Village at 244-3310.

from the
Palisades
Community

"La Sylphide"

Saving History: Stewardship at Blair House.

On Wednesday, May 8, at 2pm, attend a presentation by
Candace Shireman, Curator of Blair House, on the architectural history and artistic provenance of the President's guest
residence. The seminar is sponsored by Palisades Village,
and is free and open to the public. It will take place at the
Palisades Library, 4901 V St. NW. For additional information and for tickets, call Palisades Village at 244-3310.

On Sunday, May 19th,, the combined
forces of DC's Ballet Petite and the Youth Performing
Arts School will present a performance of "La Sylphide,"
described as "one of the world’s oldest surviving romantic
ballets." The performance will be at the Key School auditorium, at 2:30 p.m.. There is a suggested donation of $10,
and all proceeds will go to the Children's National Medical
Center. For tickets and more information, call 301-229-
6882. This sounds really fascinating!

A Terrific Flea Market!
Estate Planning, Planned Giving and Your
Community. On Tuesday, May 14th, from 5-7 p.m.,

attend a seminar on estate planning and how to plan your
estate while keeping the interests of your comunity in mind.
Charles Lanman, a former Bank Trust Officer, William
Fralin, attorney, Law Offices of William Fralin, and Ted
Chaconas, CPA, Chaconas & Wilson, P.C., will discuss the
basics of estate planning and how to make planned giving an
effective part of your estate plan. The seminar is sponsored
by Palisades Village, and is free and open to the public. It
will take place at the Palisades Library, 4901 V St. NW. For

The Palisades-Georgetown
Lions Club is holding their Annual Flea Market on Sunday,
May 19th. The Palisades-Georgetown Lions Club raises
funds from this event and others such as the Christmas Tree
sales to support organizations ranging from charities to
schools to the Lions Foundation. The event will take place
rain or shine, at the Wells Fargo Bank parking lot at the corner of MacArthur Boulevard & Arizona Avenue NW, from
10:00 am until 4:00 pm. Come join the fun! Also, crafts,
antiques dealers are wanted . . . . all are welcome! Rent
table space: (set up at 7am to 9 am; remove items promptly
at end); the cost is $35.00 for each space. Contact Mary at
202 363 6122 for more information.

Don't Forget!

VISIT THE PALISADES FARMERS' MARKET EVERY SUNDAY,
9am - 1pm between Safeway & Bassin's
Sponsored by Your Palisades Citizens Association
Thanks for your support! See you on Sunday!!

MacArthur Boulevard became a hard hat area for several days as a major re-surfacing project was carried out.

File photo.

The Palisades Citizens’ Association • 5

W

Keeping MacArthur Boulevard Beautiful!

e hope you have been enjoying the beautiful daffodils
that bloomed for many weeks in
March and April! With the generosity of the Palisades community,
we were able to plant these two
years ago so that all could enjoy
them for years to come!
For nearly 20 years, the
MacArthur Beautification Group
has worked to ensure that the boulevard remains a lovely gateway to
our city. MBG is an all-volunteer,
non-profit organization and raises
funds each year to maintain the
entire span of the median between
Loughboro Road and Reservoir
Road. In addition to making sure
the grass is mowed and edged every
other week from April through
October, MBG replaces diseased and dying cherry trees and replants shrubs and perennials. During 2012, MBG completed
the renovation of the planting beds making them a uniform size and adding perennials and ground cover plants to fill empty
spaces—reinvigorating the 1990’s design vision.
MBG remains committed to its mission and relies upon our dedicated volunteer corps of “moundkeepers” -- your neighbors – who weed and mulch their assigned mounds twice a year. Would you like to join us as a volunteer moundkeeper? We
have a few mounds without their own caretakers. The time commitment is minimal -- about two-three hours 2 or 3 times each
year. Please contact Caroline Ervin at 202.364.9355 or ccervin@rcn.com if you can help. Happy Spring!
								
-									

Caroline Ervin for
MacArthur Beautification Group

and speaking of the Boulevard . . .
This hard-working band of paving specialists was out in force wiht their giant peeling machine, preparing for another
night of laying new asphalt on the Boulevard. They posed for our cameras during their well-earned lunch break. The repaving, a huge job, has gone on largely without undue disruptions.
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Richard England, 1920 -- 2013

ick England, a resident of the Palisades since the early
fifties and a longtime supporter of the Palisades Citizens
Association, died April 1 at his home on Chain Bridge Road.
He was 93.
Dick and his wife Lois, her brother John Hechinger and
his wife June, were exploring the area looking at houses for
sale when they spotted a large vacant area on Chain Bridge
Road that was being operated as a truck farm. They built
two adjoining houses there and began a long love affair with
the Palisades that never really ended. Dick served as PCA
President from 1964 to 1966. He and Lois, who survives
him, were constant and generous supporters of the PCA’s
Palisades Community Fund.
In the 1990’s, Dick spearheaded the effort to establish the Chain Bridge Road/
University Terrace Tree and
Slope Protection Overlay,
which has successfully protected the natural spaces
along these two old district
roads. Dick and Lois frequently offered their house
as a venue for important
neighborhood meetings, and
no matter what the cause,
Dick would always lend
support by speaking to the
merits of the neighborhood
position. Many will remember Dick and Lois' frequent
attendance at monthly meetings, usually with a trenchant thought that resonated.
PCA President Bill
Slover said, “Soon after
being elected PCA President I received a letter, yes a letter,
from Dick England inviting me to his house for a meeting.
That was the first of many letters I have received from him
over the years, each with a "suggestion" on ways to improve
the way of life in our neighborhood. Dick truly loved our
community, I will miss his wise counsel, and the Palisades
has lost one of its greatest champions.”
Former PCA President Nancy FeIdman worked closely
with Dick over a long period of time. She said, “I first met
Dick England when I was a young lawyer taking pro bono
zoning cases for the PCA and we became involved in the
break-up of the great estates on Foxhall Road. Dick attended
the local meetings as a member of the PCA's delegation, and
his mere presence and occasional well-put word, so benign,
calm, patrician, immensely likeable and respected by all parties, helped immeasurably to keep negotiations moving along
and for us to be treated with respect and not as a band of
scruffy troublemakers. Afterward, there would be a twinkle

in his eye as we regrouped, and gentle probing to come up
with mutually acceptable approaches. He was a wonderful
combination of astute businessman and neighbor with a real
appreciation of local heritage and urban liveability.”
Former PCA President Stu Ross said, “We were very
lucky to have Dick -- whose scope of involvement in the
greater Washington area was immense -- living in the
Palisades community. I can remember a call from him,
shortly after I was elected president, extending an invitation
to come over to his house to have a chat about the PCA.
Aside from telling me about his great affection for it he wanted to personally let me know that he was always available for
guidance and was prepared
to get involved if I thought
he could be helpful. I can
also recall that the times he
did get involved gave me
a little peak into how he
probably ran Hechingers
-- if you were on his list
you were going to hear from
him! Even in his later days
he stayed active in our local
affairs, hosting an annual get
together for former presidents, where the talk was
very candid and fun. The
Palisades not only benefited
from his direct participation
in our local activities, he
also was an ambassador for
us to the many significant
programs he started or supported in the District and the
greater Washington region.
He relished public service
and set an example for all of us.”
Those who received any of Dick’s many hundreds of
civic-minded phone calls over the years knew him as a man
to whom it was almost impossible to say no. He was wellinformed, articulate and very, very persistent. Yet, at heart
he was simply a very well-meaning and helpful neighbor.
For many years Dick made it his business to provide personal services for Battery Kemble Park, walking through it
almost every day picking up trash left by less thoughtful Park
visitors. He never complained or expressed a single negative
thought about the less-enlightened; he just saw it as a way of
enjoying a walk in the Park while doing a neighborly good
deed. A photo of him taken in the last week of his life shows
him in the park picking up trash, with a smile on his face,
serene in knowing that he was making yet another contribution to his beloved neighborhood.
We will miss him.
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Neighborhood Watch Report (continued from page 4)

contributor behavior involves purses left unattended in carts in shopping venues such as Safeway, Whole Foods, and retail
stores.
Theft from autos is particularly prevalent in upper Northwest DC because of the large numbers of vehicles left unlocked,
many with valuables left in plain sight -- among them cell phones, iPods, iPads, laptops, briefcases, suitcases, and retail packages. The advice from law enforcement officials is to take valuables with you or to secure them in the trunk or glove compartment. Another popular item for thefts are GPS devices, which they suggest removing from the vehicle or locking in the trunk.
Nolan also covered ways to protect homes and property items against burglaries and theft, current computer and phone
scams in the District, and ways to protect personal identity.
The goal of the city’s neighborhood watch program, said Nolan, is to have a block captain on each street of the city to
share information about ways to prevent crimes and to disseminate relevant information about crime incidences in the neighborhood.
Currently, there are 50 block captains and 16 co-captains covering a fifth of the streets in the Palisades. Not sure your
block is covered? Interested in forming closer ties on your block to help look out for neighbors’ homes, property, and safety?
Contact Karen Schaar Whale at schaarkaren@gmail.com.
							
-								

Karen Schaar Whale
PCA Neighborhood Watch Coordinator

Gates to Receive DCFCA Award

T

he Palisades' own Alma Gates
has been selected to receive the
District of Columbia Federation of
Citizens Association's award for
Outstanding Citizen Community
Activist for 2013. The Palisades
Citizens Association is a longstanding member of the Federation.
Alma is known to virtually all
Palisades residents for her inexhaustible community service over
many years. Born and raised in the
Palisades, Alma has moved hardly a
block from her original birth home.
Her interests have ranged from serving on and chairing ANC3D to representing our community with the
DC MPD. She developed significant zoning expertise via her service
on the Board of the Committee of
100 on the Federal City and with
the Mayor's Zoning Task Force.
A Trustee of the Committee of 100 and chair of its
Zoning Subcommittee, she represents the Committee on
the DC Zoning Task Force, and is the 2013 recipient of the
Committee of 100’s Barbara Zartman Award for Planning
and Zoning Activism.
Anne Mohnkern Renshaw, President of the DC
Federation of Citizens Associations, said, “Our congratulations to Alma for this achievement. The 'Outstanding
Citizen Activist' Award is a tribute to a worthy and highly
respected community advocate from the citizens of our
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File photo

city.”
Congrats to Alma! The formal presentation of the
Award will be made at the honorees’ recepti on and buffet
dinner to be held on May 21, 2012 at All Souls Memorial
Episcopal Church, 2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW from 6:00
PM to 9:00 PM. Alma's many friends and supporters are
encourage to attend the ceremony (parking is available at
the church lot).
			
-Nick Kauffman
				
Federation Board Member

A Palisades Easter Egg-stravaganza!

A

PCA
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n eggs-cellent time was had by all at the 8th annual Palisades
Easter Egg Hunt
and Pot-Luck Breakfast on March
23rd, an event
sponsored by the Palisades Citizens
Association. 1500 eggs, stuffed
by Girl Scouts from Troop 6534,
were hidden in the tot lot and
surrounding areas. As parents
mingled over pot luck goodies,
Palisades neighbor Gretchen
Rydin entertained the crowd
with electric violin music.
Following the hunt, eager
children participated in some
egg-related relay games.
Congratulations to Bridgett
r
love
ent S or Scott and Georgia McCally
d
i
s
e
do
Pr
PCA wards the
for winning the egg toss!
a
Second place went to Oscar
Lonaeus and Jackson Vann.
Thank you to
Maria Garcia Bridgett Scott and Georgia McCally
for her are proud winners of the egg toss!
outstanding organizational skills, Keely Alexander from
DPR for helping us, Starbucks for the
donated coffee, the lovely and hard-working Girl Scouts and to all the neighbors
who came out to have some fun!
The Palisades Citizens Association
is very interested in hosting community
Linds
ay Ta
ylor is
please
d with

her E
building activaster
haul!
ities and events. If you
have an idea for such an event,
please contact our office at 3637441. We’d love to consider it!
It’s clear that this neighborhood
truly enjoys a good egg hunt. We’ll
see you next year!
All photos by Anne Ourand
					
		
-Anne Ourand

And they're off!

T

Save the Date!

he Palisades Citizens Association will again sponsor the finest, funnest July 4th
Parade in the National Capital City! We expect to have hundreds of marchers and
lots of fun for young and old. The parade participants will be lining up on Whitehaven
Blvd at 10:15 on Thursday, July 4th. The Parade begins at 11 am. No registration is
necessary. Look for more details in next month's PCA Newsletter or contact the PCA
office at (202) 363-7441 or PO Box 40603, Washington DC for more information. Put it on your
calendar today and share the fun with your entire community!
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palisadesdc@hotmail.com

Thank You, PCA!

Thank you to everyone who renewed their membership last
month! Please check your mailing label on your newsletter to see if your membership has expired and if so, send
in your dues ($15 senior individual, $20 senior couple, $25
individual, $40 household, $100 sponsor, $250 patron, $500
life) to PCA, PO Box 40603, WDC 20016. Pease make your
check payable to PCA. You can now also renew on line
using PayPal. Go to www.palisadesdc.org and follow the
easy instructions. We still have a few PAL bumper stickers
left. Please call the office at 363-7441 if you’d like one. All
paid up members can have one! Thank you for your continued support!

PCA Officers for 2012/2013
PRESIDENT:
1st Vice President:
2nd Vice President:
Treasurer:
		
Secretary: 		

BILL SLOVER
Steve Waller
Greg Cohen
Bill Barnard
Mary Ann Floto

wlslover@aol.com
stevewaller@rcn.com
gregory_cohen@hotmail.com
nevisbill@aol.com
mafloto@verizon.net

