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PCA General Membership
Meeting and Social
Tuesday, October 6th
7:30pm
Even though we haven't met as a group since
June doesn't mean there isn't a lot going on in
the neighborhood. Come to this month's general
membership meeting to meet the newly elected
officers for 2015-2016 and to hear an update on
hot neighborhood news including aircraft noise
issues, the old trolley line and Canal Road. They
also want to hear from YOU! What are your
community concerns? Give it some thought
and let us know what is on your mind.
Refreshments will be served. We look forward to
meeting you and putting a face to a name.
RENEWAL TIME FOR SEPTEMBER PEOPLE!
PCA memberships expire either at the end of September
or the end of March. If you are unsure whether you are a
“September” person or a “March” person, please check
your mailing label. If your membership has expired,
please send in your dues ($15 senior individual, $20
senior family, $25 individual, $40 household, $100
sponsor, $250 patron, $500 life) to PCA, PO Box 40603,
WDC 20016. Please make your check payable to PCA.
You can also renew on line using PayPal or a credit card
at www.palisadesdc.org.

Your PCA Calendar for October 2015
The Palisades News welcomes announcements of all local events that may be enjoyed by all
Palisades residents!

Every Sunday, 9am – 1pm
Palisades Farmers Market
Next to Safeway
Tuesday, October 6, 7:30-9pp
General Membership Meeting
Rec Center Wednesday,
October 7, 7-10pm
ANC3D Monthly Meeting
Sibley Hospital
Wednesday, October 14, 7:30-9:00pm PCA Board Meeting
Palisades Community Church
Saturday, October 17, 11am-5pm
Palisades Village House Tour
Sunday, October 18, 5-7pm
Family Night
Fire Station
Sunday, October 25, 12-4pm
Harvest Festival
Key School
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

Key Elementary School's Harvest Festival
Sunday, Oct 25th from 12-4 pm (rain or shine)
5001 Dana Pl NW.
Everyone is welcome so bring your friends and neighbors to this family fun event! There will be games, face painters, balloon twisters,
moon bounce, giant slide, our newly remodeled Haunted House, book/CD/DVD sale, Rocklands burgers & hot dogs and our famous
bake sale! For more information contact Maria Garcia at jiog2424@comcast.net or Kate Samuel at katebsamuel@gmail.com.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Palisades Citizens Association and your local fire fighters invite you to…
FAMILY NIGHT
AT THE FIRE STATION
Sunday, October 18, 5:00-7:00pm
Live Music..... Hats for the Kids..... Cookie Decorating ..... Crafts ….. great BBQ
Pot Luck Supper – The fire fighters cook the main course. Last names starting with A-P, bring your favorite side
dish; last names Q-Z, bring a dessert.

Please RSVP:

palisadesdc@hotmail.com
See you there!
Free for PCA Members; $20 donation per family for non-members
363-7441 or email:
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A

s I write this, Labor Day has come and gone, the kids
are back to school, and summer is inexorably giving way
to fall. The seasons are changing, but beyond that there
is change in the air and afoot. You may notice that there is a
new photo attached to the president’s letter this month, that’s
me, so allow me to introduce myself to those of you I haven’t
met. My name is Nick Keenan, and last spring I was honored
to be chosen by the membership to be president for this year.
I’ve lived on Sherier Place near the park for the past dozen
years with my wife Marie, where we have watched our three
sons grow into teenagers and
pass through Key School.
I feel very fortunate to follow in
the footsteps of our outgoing
president, Steve Waller. His
steady leadership ably guided the
association as it grappled with
some thorny issues. I only hope
that I can match the standard that
Steve has set! I also want to
recognize our new First Vice
President, Avi Green, who is
enthusiastically throwing himself
into his new role and I have
already come to rely upon as a
partner and sounding
board. Beyond some new faces
at the PCA, things are simmering
in our neighborhood that might
have long-term impacts. Planning
is underway for a new recreation
center and a new library. We are
finally getting a traffic signal at
the intersection of Canal and
Reservoir roads, and the longrunning planning for broader
upgrades to Canal Road seem to
be coming to a conclusion. In the background are other issues
that are dormant right now but could flare up at any time. The
ultimate disposition of the Safeway site remains undetermined.
Our neighborhood elementary schools and high school are
filled past capacity and our local middle school is not serving
most of our families. What the city decides to do with the old
Hardy School on Foxhall Road could affect public education
here for decades to come. While these issues are important,
Avi and I recognize that there is a diversity of opinions within
our community, and we want to make sure that all voices are
heard, not just the loudest voices in the room.
On August 24th the PCA joined five other neighborhood
associations – Georgetown, Burleith, Foggy Bottom, Hillandale
and Colony Hill – along with Georgetown University and the
GU Students Association in filing a challenge in DC Superior
Court to a recent FAA action. In late June the FAA had
adopted new flight paths at National Airport which directed
more air traffic further inland and has planes flying longer over
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land and less over the river. This alliance of eight organizations
is a landmark step in the decades-long struggle over aircraft
noise, and we hope that our willingness to engage the courts
sends a powerful signal to our elected officials about how
seriously we take this issue. While we hope that protracted
litigation can be avoided, we will not back down in defending
our neighborhood. This kind of legal effort takes a lot of work
and money, so we will be appealing to our members for both
funds and volunteers. Please contact me if you are interested
in helping in any way.
At the October general membership meetings we will provide
updates with the latest developments on all of
these issues. At the same time, we want to
hear from the membership how you feel, and
what issues are important to you. We will be
devoting time at the October meeting to
community concerns, which will help us set
our plans for the rest of the year.
The July 4th Parade and Picnic again was the
highlight of this year’s Palisades neighborhood
social calendar. What a perfect day it was!
Former PCA president Spence Spencer and
an able committee had the rich program
planned to perfection. The t-shirt for this year,
selected from a large group of terrific designs,
is one of the all-time best. We are already
starting the planning for next year’s Parade,
so contact me or Anne Ourand at
palisadesdc@hotmail.com if you want to be a
part of the annual event.
This is the time of year when many PCA
memberships expire, so please go on our
website and renew: www.palisadesdc.org then
click on join/renew membership. Your
membership dues create the bulk of our
operating funds. Joining or renewing your
membership is quick and easy, and will allow
us to take on our new initiatives, as well as continuing our ongoing community programs like our excellent Farmer’s Market,
PCA Community Fund, 4th of July Parade, and PCA listserv.
In closing, I ask you to consider taking an active role in your
PCA. Your membership dues are essential to supporting the
Parade and Picnic, the PCA Community Fund, our Farmers
Market, and our listserv! Our Membership Committee chair,
Howard Clare, has lots of good ideas for reaching more
Palisades families about membership, but could use your help
with his efforts. Some of our efforts might be perfect for a
school or Scouts’ community service project. Please let us
know if you want to help grow your PCA by contacting Howard
at palisadesdc@hotmail.com. You can also follow PCA and
like us on Facebook.
Nick Keenan

Out and About
Artists of the Palisades
Over the last few
months, the work of a
number of talented
artists has been
featured in the Artists
of the Palisades
exhibit space at the
Palisades Post Office.
In March and April, the
exhibit featured the
paintings of returning
artist Paul Zapatka, whose work centers on nautical themes.
Some of Paul’s work is featured in this Art League interview:
http://www.theartleague.org/blog/2013/05/21/qa-with-awardwinner-paul-zapatka/
The watercolors of Beth Ayres
graced the space in May and
June, showcasing many beautiful
landscapes painted in Provence.
You can see more of her work
at: bethayresstudio.com

July and August saw the
drawings and watercolor
works of Halcy Bohen,
including many local
scenes such as the
Calder mobile at the
National Gallery of Art.
You can see more of
Halcy’s work here:
http://www.yellowbarnstu
dio.com/gr/Bohen.htm

Come Learn about the Residential
History of This Corner of DC near the
Potomac River: Palisades Village
House Tour, Saturday, October 17th
Curious about how architects design spaces to live -- when it’s
not for a client but instead for their own living space? See how
three of the homes on this year’s Palisades Village House Tour
were reconfigured, renovated, and modernized by their
architect owners on Saturday, October 17, 11 am to 5 pm.
One is a 1921 Victorian four gabled house with a three-level
expansion that includes a light-filled cathedral-ceiled room on
the ground level, a domed skylighted studio space with an
adjacent deck up in the trees overlooking parkland, and a
separate open modern-style guest suite at driveway level.
Another, located on a nearly hidden nature-filled lane, is an
updated 1957 brick split level that have been given a fresh
modern look both inside and outside.

This fall, the exhibit space
welcomes the mixed media and
assemblage work of Patti Francis,
which you can also see at:
Serpentinewall.com

Are you a visual artist who lives or works in the Palisades?
We’d love to display your work! Contact coordinator Shoshana
Rosenbaum at shoshana.rosenbaum@gmail.com or
(703) 899-5488.

The third offers a distinctive solution to the challenge of
converting a 1940s center hall colonial into a contemporary
home: recast the facade of the house, reorient the entrance,
and then modernize its interior.
A total of nine houses, ranging from traditional to modern, will
be on the annual house tour benefitting Palisades Village, a
membership-based group that helps residents of Berkley,
Foxhall, Kent, Palisades, Spring Valley, and Wesley Heights
age in place. Volunteer docents from the various
neighborhoods will be in the houses to explain the history of
the houses and special things to look for.
Tickets are $30 if purchased online ahead of time
(www.palisadesvillage.org) and $35 on the day of the tour.
Attendees can pick up their tickets/brochures with a map to the
homes and historic sites along the route at St. Patrick’s
Episcopal Church, 4700 Whitehaven Parkway, NW, beginning
at 10:30 a.m. on the day of the tour.
There will be Refreshments and music by the Cabin John
Dixieland Band from 2 to 4 pm on the lawn of St. David’s
Episcopal Church, 5150 Macomb Street, NW
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Out and About
Palisades Community Fund Call for Proposals
The Palisades Community Fund (PCF) is currently calling for grant proposals to review to review at its November 2015
meeting. Proposals must be postmarked or electronically submitted by October 30, 2015.
Over the years, the PCF has been pleased to support community generated projects and events which have added greatly to our
community. From simple pleasures, like the bench at the corner of Arizona and MacArthur on which one can sit and wait for the M4 to
turn the corner, to support for our local schools like the playground renovation at Key, to neighborhood education like CPR lessons that
benefit the community, PCF has been there to provide the funds needed to help make our neighborhood and extra special place to live.
During our Spring review, grants were approved for the Wilson High School Music Booster Club (instruments), Jubilee Jobs, Hardy
Middle School computer inventory support, and the PCA Trail Committee.
You have been generous in your contributions to the Fund and now we are asking you to be generous in your ideas on how to use
those funds! The PCF can finance your project as long as it promotes charitable activities, cultural enrichment, community education
and service, economic improvements, and/or environmental enhancements in the Palisades neighborhood. Grant proposals need not
be complex, but they must include a budget and a timetable for completion of the project. The PCF can only fund proposals for
prospective work, not for projects that have been completed.
Although the grant review process is competitive, the proposal requirements are simple. Outlines for proposals are on the PCA
website: http://www.palisadesdc.org If you have any questions, please contact Chris Stacey at cfstacey@hotmail.com
Ellen Maxwell
202 297-5047
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News and Notes
The Palisades Citizens Association thanks our 2015-2016 Business
Members. Please patronize these community-spirited businesses and
organizations!

Platinum
Et Voila
MacArthur Liquors
The Masonic Foundation of DC
Safeway
Sibley Hospital

Gold
Blacksalt
CVS Minute Clinic
H.D. Johnson, Inc.
John I Haas, Inc.
MacMarket
Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church
Palisades Georgetown Lions Club
Parker’s Exxon
Pro Feed Pet Nutrition Center
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church & Day School
Tirdad Fattahi, DDS

Silver
Bambu
Building Blocks Therapy

Chryssa Wolff
Dennis O’Leary, DDS PC
Mauck, Zantzinger and Associates, Inc.
Mindy’s Catering
Mimi’s Convenience
Palisades Montessori
Seventh Hill Pizza
St. David’s Episcopal Church
Standard Properties, Inc.
The Lab School
The River School
Vanessa Carpenter Lourie, P.C.

Bronze
Abramson & Associates
American Painting Fine Art
Artisan Art & Frame
Capital Antiques & Fine Art
Chu’s Cleaners
DC Boathouse
Grand Oaks
Inga’s Once is not Enough
Palisades Deli

News and Notes
49th Annual July 4th Parade Delightfully “Cool” and Miraculously Dry
Parade volunteers were met with sheets of rain at 8:30 a.m., July 4, but the torrential downpour did not dampen their spirits. The 49th
version of the Palisades annual 'rain-or-shine’ parade would move forward, as it had for the previous five decades, regardless of what
the weather looked like. The weather gods took it easy on us that day, though. Skies cleared at 10:15am, as the sun peaked through
the clouds. Parade participants arrived, albeit a little soggier than planned, and took their place in line. The parade started right on time
at 11:00am. And for the first time in recent memory, the temperatures never climbed above the mid 80s.
Space does not permit, nor can words express...
...our appreciation for the contributions made by so many towards the success of the 2015 July 4th Parade. Without your voluntary
help -- in time, effort, and money -- our annual get-together simply wouldn’t, well, get together!
Thank you, one and all. Here is a partial list of those deserving special recognition.



Bishop Snedden for designing the very popular t-shirt
Maria Garcia for organizing tshirt sales and all the fabulous
sales people!
Jeff Russell and the
Freemasons of the Grand
Lodge of Washington DC for
grilling and serving 3,000 hot
dogs at the picnic
Lions Club for serving
thousands of drinks at the
picnic
Safeway for donating cups
and watermelon for the picnic
Keely Alexander and the
wonderful Parks and Rec Staff
Lt Eric Hayes and Officer
McElwee for coordinating the
police effort
Mat Thorp for collecting all the
parade prizes and to the
incredible judges: Mat Thorp,
Julie Koczela, Robin Ann
Floyd and Linda Hall
Matthew Floto, Marcy
Oppenheimer, Cameron Taylor, Maria Garcia and Parker’s Exxon staff for organizing a crew to pick up Safeway supplies
to deliver to the rec center
DDOT for hanging the banners
DPW for collecting the trash!
Gloria Garrett for being PICNIC CHAIR
Our fabulous parade marshals: Bob Reed, Philip Thomas, Penny Pagano, Marcy Oppenheimer, Dan Lozier, Ken
Buckley, Catie Malone, Adam & Eliza McGraw, Ed Ryan, Maria Garcia, Marjorie Hardy Sheldon and Stephen DuPont!















th

Many people think the July 4 parade and picnic is organized and paid for by the District of Columbia government. That is not the case!
Your very own citizens association plans and pays for every last detail and has been for the last 49 years. Thanks to the generous
business donors and sales of the annual t-shirt, the PCA is able to raise the funds needed to put on such a large scale event. Believe it
or not, the expenses are over $15,000! We also rely on membership dues from you to keep the organization afloat. Are you paid up on
your dues? Check your mailing label and send them in if it’s time for you to renew. We need your support!
See you back next year!
th

-July 4 Planning Committee, (Photo: Margaret McEvoy)
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DDOT’s Canal Road Study
Over 30 citizens of the Palisades convened at the Library on
September 1 to be briefed on the status of DDOT’s Preliminary
Study on Canal Road between Chain Bridge and M Street.
Paul Hoffman of DDOT updated us on the consultative studies
underway and the process moving forward. Kevin Brandt,
Superintendent of the C&O Canal National Historical Park,
accompanied by two NPS staff, offered perspective on the
Park Service’s mission and priorities when it comes to
roadways within National Park boundaries. Ward 3
Councilmember Mary Cheh offered comments on improving
pedestrian and bicycle access to the Capital Crescent Trail and
on timing of rush hour restrictions at Arizona Avenue and
Canal Rd. Officer Anthony McElwee of the Metropolitan Police
Department reported on improvements in incidences of
speeding on Canal Road and MPD efforts to enforce posted
speed limits. In addition to the future project, there were many
views exchanged about congestion and safety concerns due to
commuter traffic throughout the Palisades, hazardous
conditions on Canal Road due to inconsistent maintenance,
problems of oversize trucks and buses on Foxhall Road. Mr.
Hoffman explained the various entities that have jurisdiction
over lands on both sides of Canal Road and that it is
sometimes unclear which entity is responsible for ongoing
maintenance and emergency repairs along Canal Road. Also,
neighbors raised concerns about problems near Whitehurst
Freeway that exacerbate commuter traffic congestion on
arteries through the Palisades and Foxhall Village
communities. Mr. Hoffman reported that the final report on the
project is due by the end of 2015, and that DDOT expects to
return to the community in November to present the final
recommendations.

Improvements. The visualization presented four distinct trail
surfaces: asphalt, permeable asphalt, permeable pavers, and
grass grid. The Trails Committee approved the visualization
and posting on the PCA web site.
The Committee also approved a set of recommendations
which it hopes will guide DDOT going forward:
PCA TRAILS COMMITTEE Recommendations for Enhancing
Non-Motorized Access to the Palisades Recreation Center


A crushed stone surface built on a re-graded and
permeable base is the preferred surface for the Trolley
Trail segment from Galena Place to Chain Bridge Road



The existing asphalt trail adjacent to the Recreation
Center tennis courts should be extended to the eastern
end of the Arizona Avenue pedestrian bridge



The width of the new trail surface should be limited to
eight feet



Privacy landscaping that currently exists within the trail
property lines should be preserved wherever possible.

It was agreed that these recommendations would be presented
to the Recreation Center renovation committee and then to the
general membership. The full recommendations along with a
map and additional background information is available on the
PCA website.

Catie Malone

Improving Non-vehicular
Recreation Center Access
As part of the Palisades Recreation Center renovation
project, the District’s Department of General Services has
determined that the project should include improving access to
the Rec Center via the trolley right of way. Improved access
would reduce parking issues at the Center. DDOT would
appropriate up to $200,000 for this project.
The PCA Rec Center committee, studying the Recreation
Center renovation, asked the PCA Trails Committee to develop
some recommendations regarding possible trail
improvements. At a meeting in July, the Trails Committee
approved preparation of a visualization showing how the trail
would look with different possible trail surfaces. The
visualization was funded by the Palisades Community Fund.
On September 10, the Trails Committee met to review the
visualizations and to develop some recommendations which
could be provided to DDOT as it develops a program for trail

Iona’s mission is to support people as they experience
the challenges and opportunities of aging.. Our
Information & Referral Specialists are available to
answer your questions and to connect you to the right
aging-related services at Iona or elsewhere. For expert
care, call (202) 895-9448 and ask for our Helpline, or
visit our website at www.iona.org.
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The Palisades News is published eight times each
year (October-December, February-June) by The
Palisades Citizens Association, PO Box 40603,
Palisades Station, Washington, DC 20016
www.palisadesdc.org
President Nick Keenan 202-258-3155
First Vice President, Avi Green, 530-902-1886
Second Vice President, Ellen Maxwell, 202-297-5047
Treasurer, Ken Buckley
Secretary, Mary Ann Floto, 202,362-0566
PCA Administrator, Anne Ourand, 202-363-7441
palisadesdc@hotmail.com
Newsletter editors, Elisabeth Brownstein and Hans
Moennig, 202-462-5278, moennig14@yahoo.com
Material must be submitted to the editors by the
middle of the month for inclusion in next month’s
newsletter.
Annual dues for Membership in the PCA: Individual
$25, Senior Couple (over $65) $20, Senior Individual
$15, Household $40, Sponsor $100, Patron $250,
Life $500
To join or for additional information, contact the PCA
Administrator: 202-363-7441 or
palisadesdc@hotmail.com

RENEWAL TIME FOR SEPTEMBER PEOPLE!
PCA memberships expire either at the end of September or the end
of March. If you are unsure whether you are a “September” person
or a “March” person, please check your mailing label. If your
membership has expired, please send in your dues ($15 senior
individual, $20 senior family, $25 individual, $40 household, $100
sponsor, $250 patron, $500 life) to PCA, PO Box 40603, WDC
20016. Please make your check payable to PCA. You can also
renew on line using PayPal or a credit card. Go to
www.palisadesdc.org and follow the easy instructions.

THANK YOU!!

PCA Officers for 2015/2016
President:
Nick Keenan
st
1 Vice President: Avi Green
nd
2 Vice President: Ellen Maxwell
Treasurer:
Ken Buckley
Secretary:
Mary Ann Floto

nick@nickkeenan.com
avi@authenticisrael.net
ellen.m.maxwell@gmail.com
tground@rcn.com
mafloto@verizon.net

