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Palisades Recreation Center
June
PCA General
Membership
Meeting
Tuesday,
June 2, 7:30pm
Recreation Center
renovation up-date by
DC Department of
General Services
___________________

The Department of General Services will
present new concepts for the Rec Center
building to respond to community input
from the March survey on June 2.
Your input is needed as PCA
representatives continue to meet with
DGS. You will be asked to vote on
principles (see page 6) which have been
developed by the PCA taskforce!!

2015 T-Shirt
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Congratulations to Bishop Snedden for the winning design!!!

Your PCA Calendar for June 2015
The Palisades News welcomes announcements of all local events that may be enjoyed by all
Palisades residents!

Every Sunday, 9am – 1pm

Palisades Farmers Market

Next to Safeway

Tuesday, June 2, 7:30-9pm
Wednesday, June 3, 7-10pm
Thursday, June 4, 7:30-9:00

General Membership Meeting
ANC3D Monthly Meeting
PCA Board Meeting

Wednesday, June17
Saturday, July 4, 11am

Last Day of School
Annual Parade

Rec Center
Sibley Hospital
5019 Klingle St, NW
(Sally Kane’s)
Key School
MacArthur Blvd, NW

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
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nly a few weeks until our fabulous
annual July 4th Parade and Picnic,
which again promises to be the
highlight of the Palisades neighborhood social
calendar! The tea-shirt for this year, selected
from a large group of terrific designs, is one of
the all-time best. Our able planning committee
can use your volunteer help on the big day.
Please contact Anne Ourand at
palisadesdc@hotmail.com if you want to be a
part of the annual event (See p. 8 for more
information about how you can help.)
The May general membership
meeting program was on
airport noise, led by our
Congressional delegate,
Eleanor Holmes Norton, and
officials from the Metropolitan
Washington Airport Authority
and the Federal Aviation
Administration. Friends from
Foxhall and Georgetown
neighborhoods also attended.
There was a lot of emotion
about the increased noise
from low-flying aircraft, often
arriving or departing in the
wee hours of the night or
early morning. Sometimes the
discussion was interrupted by
a noisy airplane over the Rec Center! I found
the officials’ responses to our concerns to be
very inadequate. Mrs. Norton took four specific
requests from the meeting for possible future
legislation or regulation.
The PCA continues to discuss plans for the
Palisades Recreation Center renovation,
scheduled to start in November. There is no
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consensus on size or scope or even how to
deal with the recent historic designation of the
building. Because of the urgency and
complexity of the issue, the PCA Board voted
unanimously to focus our June 2nd membership
meeting on this topic, and to postpone the
planned discussion of the Trolley right-of-way
survey. A PCA taskforce has developed a set
principles (see page 6) which it believes should
guide the construction of a new building. You
will be asked to approve these principles. We
also expect to have DC General Services folks
present.
If your PCA membership
has expired, please go on
our website and renew:
www.palisadesdc.org then
click on join/renew
membership. Joining or
renewing your membership
is quick and easy, and will
allow us to continue the
excellent. Membership dues
create the bulk of our
operating funds for all of
these superb neighborhood
programs.
This is my last newsletter as
PCA president. The job was
easy because of the many
wise and energetic PCA members. Our
incoming president, Nick Keenan, has lots of
great ideas and a track record of enthusiastic
community service. Volunteers for our many
programs, including the Farmer’s Market, PCA
listserv, PCA Community Fund, and the
Parade, are always welcome! Please contact
us at palisadesdc@hotmail.com. Let us know if
you want to help grow your PCA and its many
fine programs!

Out and About
PCA Trails
Committee
Members of the Trails
Committee conducted a
successful Spring Walk
and Cleanup of the Old
Trolley right=of-way on
May 9. Community
members walked the
length of the right-ofway picking up litter,
trimming bamboo and
other invasive species,
and identifying potential
areas for focused
improvement. The
participants we please
to notice that not much
new trash has appeared
since the last cleanup a
year ago. In addition,
the walk was made
especially pleasant
thanks to the efforts of
the DC Department of
General Services which
has agreed to mow the
entire right-of-way and
had recently mowed.
Thank you DGS!!

REMINDER: SCOOP YOUR POOP!
Please be a good neighbor and scoop
your furry friend’s poop so that we can
all enjoy our beautiful neighborhood.
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Out and About


Statement of Principles
The Palisades Recreation Center Task Force/Recreation
Center Site Improvement Team believes that a new,
creatively designed, state-of-the-art Recreation Center
can and should be constructed as promptly as
possible. The Task Force wishes to thank the DC
Department of General Services, Department of Parks
and Recreation, Office of Historic Preservation,
Department of Transportation and the office of
Councilmember Mary Cheh for all their time and effort on
this project.
The Task Force agrees that redevelopment of the
Recreation Center should incorporate the following
general principles, which have been endorsed by the
general membership of the Palisades Citizens
Association:
1. Key program elements of the building should
include:
 Sufficient restrooms with indoor/outdoor
access – but without showers;
 Multi-purpose room(s) of various sizes;
 Fitness room with soft floor;
 Teen/leisure space large enough to
house ping pong and foosball tables;
 Space for seniors;
 Gymnasium based on an adult halfcourt basketball configuration;

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.
8.

Storage space accessible from outside;
and
 Fully equipped kitchen.
The community prefers not to preserve the
building. At maximum and if necessary, certain
existing building elements may be preserved as
part of an integrated structure.
Recognizing that there are existing traffic and
safety issues that demand immediate action,
and that expansion of the building will lead to
increased traffic/parking, actionable mitigation
solutions should be implemented to balance
supply and demand.
Minimize the visual obtrusiveness of any new
construction, while maintaining similar height
and massing.
A single structure on the property is strongly
preferred, and the project should be located in
the vicinity of the current building site.
Limit the expansion of the building footprint.
Include a landscaping plan around the new
building.
Enhance pedestrian and non-motorized access
to the site – e.g. improve drainage and remove
obstacles along trails that lead to the facility.
ADA accessibility and senior access should also
be enhanced.
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News and Notes

Iona’s mission is to support people as they experience
the challenges and opportunities of aging.. Our
Information & Referral Specialists are available to
answer your questions and to connect you to the right
aging-related services at Iona or elsewhere. For expert
care, call (202) 895-9448 and ask for our Helpline, or
visit our website at www.iona.org.
Selected June Events at Iona:
Art Events:
Gallery Show: Artist in Residence Carol Bouville
(watercolor artist) and Special Guest Artist Barrie
Ripin (sculptor) June 10 – September 25, 2015
Monday-Friday, 9:00 – 5:00 PM

Lunch & Learn with Artist in Residence Carol Bouville,
watercolor artist
Wednesday, June 17, 2015 at 12:30 PM
Lunch at Iona and join us for a special workshop
with watercolor artist Carol Bouville.
Call (202) 895-9407 to reserve a seat.

Meet the Artists Reception
Friday, July 17, 2015 from 5:00-7:00 pm
Join us in celebrating Carol Bouville and Barrie Ripin and
their vibrant works on display at the Gallery. Featuring
live music and delicious refreshments. Special thanks to
Sunrise on Connecticut Avenue for their generous
support of Iona’s art events.
If you have any questions, please contact Patricia
Dubroof, Gallery Director, at (202) 895‐9407, or by
email at pdubroof@iona.org.
Advocacy Program: Take Charge and Live Well in
DC, presented by the Citizens Advisory Group

This free community informational workshop will
educate, inspire, and mobilize attendees. The session
will provide resources and training for participants to
take charge of their aging and become effective
advocates.
Advocacy and Grassroots Engagement at AARP
Tuesday, June 9, 2015

2:00 – 4:00 PM
Presenter: Gigi Hart Bessicks, AARP, Senior Advisor
Campaigns

Lunch & Learn with Special Guest Artist Barrie Ripin,
sculptor Tuesday, February 24, 2015 from 12:30-1:30
pm Lunch at Iona and join us for a special guided tour
with sculptor Barrie Ripin Call (202) 895-9407 to
reserve a seat.
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This informative presentation will include an overview
of AARP and how they collaborate with volunteers and
grassroots initiatives to advocate for Retirement
Security issues such as: Social Security, Protecting Older
Workers Against Age Discrimination, and Anti-Fraud
Protections; Health Care issues like: Medicare,
Medicaid, Long Term Care, and Caregiving; and Livable
Communities. The presentation will highlight advocacy
opportunities in AARP.
Iona Senior Services is located at 4125 Albemarle
Street NW, Washington, DC 20016. It is around the
corner from the Tenleytown stop on the Red Line.

News and Notes

July 4

th

The Palisades’ signature event is right around the
corner – the 49th annual July 4th Parade & Picnic!
The parade starts at 11:00am sharp, rain or shine,
on Saturday, July 4th at the foot of Whitehaven
Parkway and MacArthur Boulevard. Line-up begins
on Whitehaven at 10:00am in the order in which
people appear. No registration is necessary.

in June outside Safeway and at the Farmers’
Market.
The parade concludes with a free picnic with food,
drink, moon-bounces, face painting, LIVE MUSIC
and a host of other activities at the Palisades
Recreation Center on Sherier Place. Thanks to the
many Palisades businesses who support our event,
we will once again have the 60x90 foot tent. We
are grateful to Safeway who will be donating many
of the picnic nibbles and for the Free and
Accepted Masons of the District of Columbia
and the Georgetown-Palisades Lions Club and
other enthusiastic volunteer neighbors who work so
hard to pull off the picnic.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! How are your
sales skills? We need lots of help selling t-shirts!
Volunteers are needed to sell shirts in front of
Safeway and at the Farmer’s Market in two-hour
shifts during the weekends in June. To volunteer,
please contact Maria Garcia at
jiog2424@comcast.net or 202-531-1871.

This year we anticipate the return of all the “usual
suspects” along with some new contingents. We
look forward to welcoming back The DC Different
Drummers, the United Horsemen’s Association,
Alma Boliviana and the Washington Scottish
Bagpipers.

Parade marshals are needed to keep the parade
moving down MacArthur. A short marshal meeting
will take place on July 3rd at 7:00pm outside of
Safeway where you will get your street assignment,
a vest and a whistle.

We’d like to see more neighborhood floats and
groups, so get together with your friends and
neighbors and come up with a reason—any
reason—to march. There is no formal registration
process; just show up at the line-up. We
encourage you NOT to bring cars as the parade is
getting too long and slow with so many vehicles.
Please Walk: it’s good for you! Prizes will be
awarded following the parade at the picnic.

Picnic volunteers are needed for the following
shifts:
8:00am – Transport food and drink from Safeway to
the Rec Center (if you have a pick-up truck, we
need you!)
9:00-10:00 – Set up at park
10:00-11:00; 11:00-12:00; 12:00-1:00; 1:00-2:00
Food preparation, watermelon cutting (please bring
a knife), food service
3:00-4:00 – Clean up!

Thank you to Bishop Snedden for designing this
year’s t-shirt. Her creative design is sure to be a
crowd pleaser. T-shirts sales, along with donations
from Palisades businesses, are the primary
sources of funding for the parade and picnic. Tshirts will be on sale during the last three weekends

Please contact the PCA office at 363-7441 or
email palisadesdc@hotmail.com with any
questions or if you’d like to volunteer. Thank
you for your support and we’ll see you on the
4th!!
--Parade Committee
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The Palisades News is published eight times each
year (October-December, February-June) by The
Palisades Citizens Association, PO Box 40603,
Palisades Station, Washington, DC 20016
www.palisadesdc.org
President Nick Keenan 202-258-3155
First Vice President, Avi Green, 530-902-1886
Second Vice President, Ellen Maxwell, 202-297-5047
Treasurer, Grace Navas
Secretary, Mary Ann Floto, 202,362-0566
PCA Administrator, Anne Ourand, 202-363-7441
palisadesdc@hotmail.com
Newsletter editors, Elisabeth Brownstein and Hans
Moennig, 202-462-5278, moennig14@yahoo.com

Membership Update
Welcome to all of our new members and thank you to everyone who renewed

their membership last month! Please check your mailing label on your
newsletter to see if your membership has expired and if so, send in your
dues ($15 senior individual, $20 senior couple, $25 individual, $40
household, $100 sponsor, $250 patron, $500 life) to PCA, PO Box 40603,
WDC 20016. Please make your check payable to PCA. You can also
renew on line using a credit card. Go to www.palisadesdc.org and click
on the green join/renew button. Thank you for your continued support.

Material must be submitted to the editors by the
middle of the month for inclusion in next month’s
newsletter.
Annual dues for Membership in the PCA: Individual
$25, Senior Couple (over $65) $20, Senior Individual
$15, Household $40, Sponsor $100, Patron $250,
Life $500
To join or for additional information, contact the PCA
Administrator: 202-363-7441 or
palisadesdc@hotmail.com

PCA Officers for 2014/2015
President:
Nick Keenan
1st Vice President: Avi Green
2nd Vice President: Ellen Maxwell
Treasurer:
Grace Navas
Secretary:
Mary Ann Floto

nick@nickkeenan.com
avi@authenticisrael.net
ellen.m.maxwell@gmail.com
navasgrace@hotmail.com
mafloto@verizon.net

