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Candidate Forum
The April meeting will give us a chance to
meet the candidates running to be an Atlarge Member of the Council. The following
candidates have been invited: Taji
Anderson, David Garber, Vincent Orange
and Robert White. Come to meet them and
find out their plans for the future of DC.
Palisades Centennial July 4th Parade T-shirt Design Contest
The Palisades Citizens Association, founded in 1916, will commemorate its
centennial this year at the parade! Every year the Palisades Citizens
Association sells t-shirts to help raise money to pay for July 4th parade and
picnic expenses, and this year is no exception. The t-shirt is designed by a
Palisades resident. Why don’t you try your hand at creating a special, once-ina-hundred years design?
Contest Rules:
1.
Maximum of four colors
2.
Submit design on 8- ½” x 11” white paper
3.
Must be a Palisades resident (open to children and adults)
4.
Please include 1916-2016 and the words PALISADES
CENTENNIAL,
5.
Please include name, email and phone number on the back.
Please mail designs to the Palisades Citizens Association, PO Box 40603,
Washington, DC 20016 or drop off at Maria Garcia’s house: 2339 King Pl NW.
Deadline: April 30, 2016
Questions? Call The Palisades Citizens Association at 363-7441.
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Your PCA Calendar for April 2016
The Palisades News welcomes announcements of all local events that may be enjoyed by all
Palisades residents!

Every Sunday, 9am–1pm
Tuesday, April 5, 7:30-9pm
Wednesday, April 6, 7-10pm
Friday, April 15
Sunday, April 24, 11am-3pm
Saturday, April 30

Palisades Farmers Market
Next to Safeway
General Membership Meeting
Rec Center
ANC3D Monthly Meeting
Sibley Hospital
Emancipation Day Holiday (DC)
Lab School Spring Fair
Lab School
th
July 4 T-shirt Contest Deadline
Palisades Community Fund Proposal Deadline
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Dear neighbors –
Please join us on Tuesday, April 5 for our monthly
meeting. As we wind up for the elections this fall, We will
be having a special presentation focused on the race for
at-large member of the DC Council. We have invited the
candidates who are competing in the June primary for
the at-large seat. There will be an opportunity to hear
from and meet the candidates, and to ask
questions.
There will also be two agenda items
relating to plans for a new building at the
Palisades Recreation Center. In late
March a design-build team was named for
the project, and we will be getting an
update on the progress of the project.
Also in March, a nomination was filed with
the Historic Preservation Review Board to
designate the Palisades Recreation
Center as a historic landmark. The
nomination specifies both the fieldhouse
and the layout of the entire 13-acre site
as historic. Designation of the building
and site as historic would complicate any

plans for a new building and for future improvements to
the park. A resolution opposing the historic designation
has been proposed, and we will be having a vote of the
membership on that resolution.
We will also hear from life-long Palisades resident Mark
Binsted about the work that the group Friends of
Fletcher’s Cove has been doing to protect and restore
our local treasure, and the threats that exist to that
stretch of the Potomac.
Finally, I’d like to thank everyone who
came out for the Egg Hunt, everyone who
brought food for the pot-luck breakfast,
and especially the volunteers who
assisted with the setup, the cleanup, the
bag decorating and the egg hunt. Special
thanks to former PCA President Bill Slover
for acting as Grand Marshal!
I hope to see you on April 5!
Thanks,
Nick Keenan
PCA President

________________________________________________________________________________________

Fillmore Arts Center
Did you or your child learn an instrument or discover
drama, pottery, or another creative outlet at Fillmore Arts
Center? Many members of our community have fond
recollections of the arts programming provided for many
years by DCPS for our local public schools at Fillmore.
DCPS has announced, with very short notice to the
schools, that it plans to defund this high quality arts
education programming next year. The principals of the
5 schools that attend Fillmore, including the Palisades'
Key Elementary School, have been thrown into a
quagmire of upset parents, unsolvable financial
pressures, impossible space decisions, and time lost
during the height of their budget season.
The PTA/PTOs of the five schools ask our
communities to show their support of Fillmore by signing
our petition at http://chn.ge/1pJ5Yq9, and by
emailing, tweeting, and calling Chancellor Henderson,
Dr. Nathaniel Beers at DCPS, and Mayor Bowser to find
funding for our school next year at Fillmore and start a
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discourse on the long-term viability of the Fillmore Arts
Center.
Just last year, DCPS made a substantial 'long-term'
investment in non-depletable supplies, an investment
wasted if they turn around and cancel the program the
following year claiming 'inequity'. More thoughtful
planning, and a discussion around arts programming
city-wide, Fillmore, and how to make standards truly
equitable across a wide variety of facilities is necessary
and urgent.
Contrary to the Chancellor's testimony before the
Education Oversight Committee, schools are not
voluntarily withdrawing, rather the Principals and staff
support the arts program remaining at Fillmore. The
program serves over 1,700 students from five crowded
schools who need Fillmore now more than ever, and are
completely committed to it. For interested neighbors,
information on the budget numbers quoted by DCPS
versus actual numbers identified by Friends of Fillmore
(FOF) and participating schools can be found at
friendsoffillmore.org.

News and Notes
Call for Grant Proposals

initiated by individuals including the Palisades Weather
Station and a memorial bench in honor of Ida Marien.

The Palisades Community Fund (PCF) is currently
calling for grant proposals to review at its spring
meeting. Proposals must be postmarked or submitted
electronically by April 30, 2016.

Although the grant review process is competitive, the
proposal requirements are simple. Outlines for
proposals are on the PCA website: www.palisadesdc.org
If you have any questions, please contact the PCA office
at 202-363-7441.

The PCF finances projects that promote charitable
activities, cultural enrichment, community education and
service, economic improvements and environmental
enhancements in the Palisades neighborhood.
Grants by the Fund have supported a variety of local
projects for schools, the Palisades Branch library,
beautification of MacArthur Boulevard, the Hardy and
Palisades Rec Centers, the local fire station, as well as
the Palisades Farmer's Market and Palisades Village.
Grants have also been awarded to support projects

All proposals must clearly describe their contribution to
the community, explaining the specific need the project
will address. Please send applications to Palisades
Community Fund,
P.O. Box 40603, Washington, D.C., 20016 or email them
to palisadesdc@hotmail.com. Email is preferred.
The Palisades Community Fund looks forward to
working together to continue to make the Palisades
community a great place to live.
.
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Out and About

Saving Fletcher’s Cove
In Palisades we are fortunate to have the spectacular
Potomac Gorge and historic C&O Canal at our doorstep.
At the center is Fletcher’s Cove, a portal to great
outdoors recreation and the enjoyment of nature. The
Fletcher family first offered rental boats to the public
here over a century ago and our longstanding Potomac
River access continues today under the stewardship of
the C&O Canal National Historical Park. Every spring
anglers arrive from near and far to take out a wooden
rowboat and experience what has been called the
greatest urban fishery in the country. From May to
October thousands of river enthusiasts, locals and
tourists alike, find
their way to
Fletcher’s for a
spin in the wildly
popular kayaks.
Sadly, for the past
half-century
excessive siltation
has damaged
Fletcher’s Cove
and its future as a
public resource is
uncertain. In the
1960’s a landform
was constructed
just north of the
cove to divert
floodwaters, but
altering the
floodplain brought
harmful changes
to the natural flow
of the river.
Without the
scouring effects of
seasonal flooding the cove began to fill in with sediment
at an alarming rate. A minor modification to the landform
in the early 80’s and dredging projects in 1985 and 1997
maintained the viability of the cove for a short time.
Today, where it was once ten feet the depth is not even
ten inches. The floating boat dock has been extended
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several times and mostly rests on mud. With so little
water remaining, fewer boats are offered to the public
even as demand for them increases.
Friends of Fletcher’s Cove is a volunteer organization
committed to maintaining, improving and sustaining the
public benefits offered at Fletcher’s Cove. Working with
the National Park Service and key government agencies,
our goal is to plan, fund and implement a long-term
solution to the siltation problem so that recreational
access to the Potomac River is not lost. We have
worked with Park Superintendent Kevin Brandt and the
C&O Canal Trust to outline a path forward. We have
invited environmental engineers to Fletcher’s Cove to
evaluate the causes behind the heavy siltation and
discuss solutions for restoring the riparian habitat. It has
been determined that a dredging project must be
undertaken soon and our
group has been charged
with raising money for the
sediment and soil
sampling needed to initiate
that work. With the C&O
Canal Trust as our partner
and fiscal agent, fund
raising has begun.
Palisades residents are
invited to attend a short
presentation from the
Friends of Fletcher’s Cove
at the PCA general
meeting on April 5. Please
visit
friendsoffletcherscove.org
to learn more about our
cause, volunteer to help or
make a contribution. Be
sure to click on the “FFC
Report/Recent Events” tab
to view a chronology of our
achievements so far.

Mark Binsted

News and Notes
Recreation Center
Redevelopment Update
from the DC Department
of General Service
Greetings to the Palisades Community,
As you may know, the Department of General Services
(DGS) released a request for proposals (RFP) to select a
Design Build (DB) Firm to work with DGS, the Department
of Parks and Recreation (DPR) and the community to
develop plans and construct a modernized Palisades
Recreation Center.
The selected Design Build Team for Palisades is MCN
Build & Cox Graae Spack Architects.
Now that we have the DB Team on board our community
engagement will re-convene. We will work with the ANC
& the Palisades Civic Association to get on their April
meeting agendas to introduce the DB Team to
the community and discuss project next steps. Next
steps include SIT meetings, community meetings and
sister agency coordination.

The Design-Builder’s scope of work is divided into two
phases:
(1) the Design and Pre-construction Phase.
(2) the Construction Phase based on the approved
designs.
During the Design and Pre-construction Phase, the
selected Design-Builder will be required to advance the
design in accordance with the DPR’s programming
requirements and the budget for the Project. The design
ideas that were previously shared with the community
were shown during the concept phase and none of those
designs are final nor is it any guarantee that we will use
those plans with the new design build team.
Thank you for your patience and we look forward to
working with the community on this project.
Also, feel free to share this information with your
neighbors, family and friends who may be interested in
the Palisades project.
Thank you for your patience.
Jackie
Jackie Stanley
Community Outreach Coordinator
Department of General Services (DGS)
202-431-1195 (cell)

_________
_______ __
LANDSCAPES PLUS
Landscape Installation and Design
Landscape Consultations
Yard Cleanups, Mulching, Woodchips
Lawn Renovation - Seeding
Fertilizing Shrub Pruning and Removal
Perennial-Annual Gardens
AVI CHERTOCK
(301) 593-0577

Landscapesplus@hotmail.com

www.Landscapesplus.com
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News and Notes

Proposed Recreation
Center Redevelopment
Resolution

Proposed Resolution:
Whereas, that the Palisades Citizens Association has
formally stated that a new, creatively designed, state-of
–the –art Recreation Center can and should be
constructed as promptly as possible:

At its meeting on Wednesday, March 9, 2016 at the
Palisades Community Church, the PCA Board approved
the following resolution to be voted on at the April 5,
2016 meeting of the Palisades Citizens Association.

Whereas, that the Palisades Citizens Association
formally agreed in June 2015 that the community is not
concerned with preserving the existing building;

On June 3, 2015, the PCA general membership formally
endorsed a “Statement of Principles” that outlines the
desires of the Palisades Community for redevelopment
of the Palisades Recreation Center.

Whereas; an historic designation would restrict future
use of the park and interfere with construction of a stateof-the-art Recreation Center;

DC’s Historic Preservation Review Board is expected to
take up the March 5, 2015 application to designate the
“Palisades Playground and Field House” an historic
landmark and placed on the National Register of Historic
Places as early as this coming April.
Because PCA members have already endorsed the
Palisades Recreation Center principles, we strongly urge
that the PCA Board adopt the following resolution
tonight, to be presented to our ANC3D when it next
meets on April 6, when the Recreation Center
application could be taken up. This resolution is drawn
from the Statement of Principles:
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Therefore the Palisades Citizens Association opposes
historic designation of the Palisades Playground and
Field House and opposes approval of the March 2015
application to the Historic Preservation Office. The
Palisades Citizens Association urges Advisory
Neighborhood Commission 3D, Councilmember Mary
Cheh, and members of the Historic Preservation Review
Board to respect the wishes of the surrounding
community and also oppose the historic designation of
the Palisades Playground and Field House

News and Notes
DC Fair Skies Coalition
Update
On February 8, the motion was filed by the DC Fair
Skies Coalition in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia to dismiss the FAA’s request to
throw out its complaint petition filed by last August. As
you may have read in an early March Washington Post
article
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/trafficandcommut
ing/advances-in-airport-technology-mean-sleeplessnights-for-some/2016/03/04/7b8eb936-e098-11e5-9c36e1902f6b6571_story.html) there are a number of other
communities across the nation that have raised similar
objections to the flight path changes resulting from the
FAA’s Next Generation Air transportation System
(NextGen) initiative. Based on the court’s decision in
Phoenix regarding the FAA’s process to evaluate the
effect of NextGen on the community, the Coalition is
optimistic that the its August petition will not be
dismissed. Following the course taken by Phoenix and
San Francisco, the Coalition’s next step will be to
engage an independent consultant to undertake a
comprehensive study of the flight path changes on
affected DC communities. Mayor Bowser and other DC
officials have expressed support for this next step effort
and are receptive to funding the study. The Coalition’s
Technical Committee is already developing a scope of
work and objectives for the study.
At the March PCA meeting, DC Del. Eleanor HolmesNorton discussed a number of actions that she has
taken to support the communities affected by airplane
noise. She has also championed reforms in the
Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority to promote
transparency and strengthen community representation.
We appreciate her support and interest.
The significant progress made by the Coalition since
being established last December is directly attributable
to the generosity of the donations provided by the
Palisades community. In addition, a number of residents
are supporting the Coalition’s efforts with their energy,
time, and talents. If you have any questions or
suggestions, please contact Ken Buckley at
kbuckley20016@gmail.com. Thank you again for
supporting the Coalition’s efforts.

Thank you to everyone who has donated to the Fair
Skies Coalition.
David Adler, Elizabeth Alexander, Mr. & Mrs. Martin Allen,
William & Sharon Asbill, Lawrence & Carl Aten, Ronit Atlan,
Mary Azcuenaga, Josephine Baker, Bill & Cassie Barnard,
Gerald Bemis, Anne Beyersdorfer, Blake Biles & Laura
Sessums, Michael Bittrick & Elizabeth Selden, Harriett Bobbitt,
Ann Brown, Michael E. Brown, Ken Buckley, Marcia Bullard &
Tom McNamara, Barbara Burgwald, E.H. Sandy Cahill, Julia
Cancio, Holly Cannon & John Guttmann, Merrill Carrington,
Michael Chappell, Patrick Coady, Lynda Cokinos, Jessie
Colgate, Tito Cordelia, Paul & Ximena DeFilippes, Angelique
dePlaa, Michael DeSantis & Patrick Baugh, Molly Donovan &
Barry Wepman, Marcio Duffles, Carolyn Duignan & Milan
Valuch, Amy Dunbar & Ted Hester, Judith Edstrom, Adam &
Maria Emanuel, Howard Fenton, Molly Finn, Nathan Fishkin,
Stephen Foster, John Francis, Joshua Galun, Mary D. Garrard
& Norma Broude, Amy Gilbert & Steven Newpol, Burton Gray,
Douglas & Annette Greer, Geoffrey Grubbs, Paul Hagen,
William Halal, Peter Harkness, Alan Hausman, Werner Hein,
Michael Hager & Jennifer Howard, Charles Hoyt & Deborah
Weinberger, Bob & Virginia Hurt, N. Richard Janis & Janet L.
Hirshberg, Barbara Kafka, Paul Kalb, Mr. & Mrs. Nick
Kauffman, John Kern, Peter Carol Kirby, Andrea Klein,
Lorraine & Gary Klein, Kalman & Ellen Kolansky, Nancy
Kronheim, Janice Lamb, Jan Lane, Denise Liebowitz, Kathleen
Linehan & Ed Gabriel, Carol & Gene Ludwig, Edward & Margo
Manukian, Chris Marganian, Anne Masters, Ande & Tom
McCally, Steven McClain, Michael & Pat McGinnis, James
McGuire, Donald F. McHenry, Jacob Meerman & Joan Nelson
Meerman, Cyrus Mehri, Tjader Meighen, Jack & Micaela
Mendelsohn, James Mendelson, C. Mete, Eric Michael, Keith
Moellering, Char Mollison, C. Braxton Moncure, Melanie
Moreno, James Murphy, Daniela Nicotra, Kris & Randy
Oberdick, John & Anne Ourand, Margaret Pastor, David &
Margareta Paul, Arne Paulson, Barry & Amy Pershkow, Beth &
Charlie Peters, Dan Peters, Gordon Peterson, Elissa Petruzzi,
Dirsho von Pfeil, Greg & Holly Porter, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph
Presel, George Ragovis, Kathy & Peter Rizik, Eleanor Roberts
Lewis, Eileen Romano, Diane Rosen, Stu Ross, David & Lia
Royle, Ruth Samuel, John Schappi, Nicholas Schliapin, JB
Schramm & Lauren Goodyear, Claire R. & Stanley M.
Sherman, Patricia Simpich, Cathy Sinsheimer, Cora Shaw,
David Sloan, Bill & Laura Slover, Arlene & Bernard Smadja,
Janet Southby, Kristin & Leonard Spector, Mr. & Mrs. Frank
Staroba, Juliana Stein, Richard Stern & Karen Merszei, Julie &
Steve Stone, Nuzhat Sultan-Khan, Elizabeth Terry, David
Tillotson, Robert Timmins, Gerard Vincent, Kate & Brad Vogt,
Guy & Margaret Warner, Barbara Waterfall, Judith Watson,
Susanne Wellford, Howard & Sharon Wiener, Neil Williams,
Lenore Winters, Christopher Wolf & James Beller, Angus
Worthing, and Ahmet Zokpinar
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The Palisades News is published eight times each
year (October-December, February-June) by The
Palisades Citizens Association, PO Box 40603,
Palisades Station, Washington, DC 20016
www.palisadesdc.org
President Nick Keenan 202-258-3155
First Vice President, Avi Green, 530-902-1886
Second Vice President, Ellen Maxwell, 202-297-5047
Treasurer, Ken Buckley, 202=248-7500
Secretary, Mary Ann Floto, 202,362-0566
PCA Administrator, Anne Ourand, 202-363-7441
palisadesdc@hotmail.com
Newsletter editors, Elisabeth Brownstein and Hans
Moennig, 202-462-5278, moennig14@yahoo.com

Membership Update
PCA memberships expire either at the end of September or the end of March. If
you are unsure whether you are a “September” person or a “March” person,
please check your mailing label. If your membership has expired, please send in
your dues ($15 senior individual, $20 senior family, $25 individual, $40 household,
$100 sponsor, $250 patron, $500 life) to PCA, PO Box 40603, WDC
20016. Please make your check payable to PCA. You can also renew on line
using PayPal or a credit card. Go to www.palisadesdc.org and follow the easy
instructions. We have PAL magnets for all paid up members. Please call the
office at 363-7441 if you’d like one. Thank you for your continued support.

Material must be submitted to the editors by the
middle of the month for inclusion in next month’s
newsletter.
Annual dues for Membership in the PCA: Individual
$25, Senior Couple (over $65) $20, Senior Individual
$15, Household $40, Sponsor $100, Patron $250,
Life $500
To join or for additional information, contact the PCA
Administrator: 202-363-7441 or
palisadesdc@hotmail.com

PCA Officers for 2015/2016
President:
Nick Keenan
nick@nickkeenan.com
1st Vice President: Avi Green
avi@authenticisrael.net
2nd Vice President: Ellen Maxwell ellen.m.maxwell@gmail.com
Treasurer:
Ken Buckley
toground@rcn.com
Secretary:
Mary Ann Floto mafloto@verizon.net

