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Congresswoman
Eleanor Holmes
Norton (D-DC)

Dear neighbors,
“I hate school.”
I remember the day my son came home from Key
School and made that pronouncement. I was taken
aback. He’s a bright, social boy who has always done
well and enjoyed school. So I asked him why. He told
me that his school is so crowded they have to eat lunch
in shifts, and they only get ten minutes to eat. In order to
make sure that they finish in the allotted time they’re not
allowed to talk to their classmates during lunch. They
eat, and if they finish early they sit in silence.
I feel lucky that all three of my kids got
to attend Key, together we completed a
cumulative 21 years there. But since my
eldest started there in 2004 the school
has more than doubled its enrollment.
An addition was built in 2003, and
“portable classrooms” – trailers – were
added in 2011, but the school today is
educating over 400 students in a
building built for 300. Every aspect of
the school day now revolves around
crowding. Adding trailers didn’t make
the library bigger, or the gym, or the
office, or the playground or the science
room – or the lunchroom. The school
schedule is driven by the crowding.
Science, library, computer and gym
have been curtailed by the lack of facilities. The art room
and teacher prep rooms have been eliminated,
converted to instructional space. The stage and the
cafeteria are also used as instructional space when
available. The playground isn’t big enough, it takes all
day to get the kids out for recess in shifts. There is no
space big enough to hold the entire school, so the
Holiday Pageant had to be broken into two
performances this year. There aren’t enough mailboxes
in the office for the teachers. With half of the parking lot
now taken by trailers, and there isn’t enough
parking. Key is located on a residential block where the
streets can’t accommodate two-way traffic, and the
traffic problems at pick-up and drop-off overwhelm the

neighborhood. This crowding is not limited to Key.
Neighboring Stoddert had 80 in-boundary applicants for
19 spots in pre-K this year, the only school in DCPS
where in-boundary kids with siblings were turned away.
It also was recently expanded and also already has
students in trailers. Neighboring Mann just went through
an expansion and is already over capacity. Every public
school in Ward 3 is over capacity.
How did this happen? Our city is in the midst of a historic
shift in population. DC’s size peaked at over 800,000
residents in 1950, but then went into steady decline, with
the city losing a third of its people over the next five
decades. In 1998 the decline stopped,
and since 2006 the city has been
steadily growing, added on average a
thousand residents a month over the
last ten years. The Office of Planning is
projecting that DC’s population will soon
break 700,000 for the first time since the
1970’s, and in the next decade could
top its 1950 all-time high. Our little
corner of the city has not been immune
from this shift, one only has to walk
around the Palisades to see that houses
are being built on almost every block,
families are moving in and children are
popping up everywhere.
One of the key drivers of population
growth has been the return of families to
the city. Babies are being born in DC at
record numbers, and families with children are opting to
stay in the city. The Office of Planning is projecting
explosive growth in the number of children in the next
five to ten years. One possible piece in a solution to the
crowding problem is the old Hardy Elementary School on
Foxhall Road, which is still owned by DC Public Schools.
Hardy Elementary was closed in 1996, at the bottom of
the population trough, and since 1998 it has been rented
to a succession of private schools. In 2013 the DC
Council tried to quietly extend the lease of the Hardy
building by 50 years. When word leaked to the public a
withering storm of opposition erupted, and the proposal
was withdrawn. An extension was proposed again in
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2015, and again, once word became public, the proposal
was withdrawn. Last December 20, the Council voted to
authorize the lease of the Hardy building for a minimum
of 20 years. The measure was introduced on the
afternoon of December 19, it was proposed as
“emergency” legislation so no public hearings were
required and none were held, the measure passed on a
voice vote. But at the October PCA meeting Mayor
Bowser had been asked about the old Hardy School,
and she said that there would be a public process before
any disposition of the building. To her credit, Mayor
Bowser returned the bill to the Council, unsigned, and
pushed them to go through a public process. Which
brings us to today. It is likely that the coming months will
see a fourth attempt to extend the lease on the Hardy
School.
What’s sad and galling is that there doesn’t seem to be
any enthusiasm among our elected officials in attending
to our public schools. In the three years since the first
go-round, Key has added over 30 students, and there
isn’t even the beginnings of a plan to address crowding. I
encourage everyone who cares about public education,
and the unique role it plays in bringing our community
together, to follow this issue closely. I am hopeful that
we can come to a resolution that works for the whole
community. A ten minute lunch in silence is no way to go
through elementary school.
In other news:
Please join us on Tuesday, February 7 at 7:30 PM at the
Palisades Rec Center for our regular monthly meeting.
Our special guest this month is Delegate Eleanor
Holmes Norton. She will talk about the many federal
government issues that face us as residents of a city
with a unique federal presence, and take questions.
In January, a meeting was held to show designs for a
redevelopment of the site of the Superfresh supermarket
in Spring Valley. Valor Development is looking to create
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a mixed-use development with over 230 housing units, a
new supermarket, other retail space and a 330-space
parking garage. The project has been dubbed “The
Ladybird” and you can see more details at their website,
www.TheLadybirdDC.com. While this site isn’t in the
Palisades, our ANC, ANC 3D, will be weighing in on the
plans, and several commissioners have asked that any
residents who have questions or concerns to bring them
to your ANC commissioner, or come to the next ANC
meeting.
Finally, while the holidays may seem a distant memory
by now, it’s not too late to thank everyone who help
make Breakfast with Santa a rousing success this year.
A special shout-out is due to our formidable Santa,
Michael Dolan. It’s events like these that make our
neighborhood a special place to live.

Thanks,
Nick Keenan

Your PCA is looking for a new editor(s)
for its newsletter, to start with the
October 2017 issue. The current
editors will complete three years as
editors with the June 2017 issue and
would like to hand off responsibility for
the newsletter after that. Contact Anne
Ourand at palisadesdc@hotmail.com or
the current editors at
moennig14@yahoo.com, for more
information or to volunteer.

Out and About
Your PCA Calendar for February 2017
The Palisades News welcomes announcements of all local events that may be enjoyed by all
Palisades residents!

Every Sunday, 9am–1pm
Wednesday, February 1, 7-11pm
Saturday, February 4, 9am-1pm

Palisades Farmers Market
ANC3D Monthly Meeting
Red Cross Blood Drive

Tuesday, February 7, 7:30-9pm
Tuesday, February 14
Monday, February 20

General Membership Meeting
Valentine’s Day
Presidents’ Day

Trees 101
Trees are an essential element of the neighborhood we
call home. Here are some ways in which you can help
preserve and enhance the treescape.

Next to Safeway
Sibley Hospital
Palisades
Community Church
Rec Center

directly). On the map find your street and check out the
species, size and condition of the tree in front of your
house. The map will also show if there is an open
request for a new tree.
Trees 101 will continue in the March issue with a section
on trees on private property.

Street Trees
The city has been doing a good job in maintaining and
replacing street trees in the neighborhood. If the tree
box in front of your home is missing a tree, call 311 and
request one. Usually during the next planting season or
within a year the city will make sure you have a new
tree. Then it becomes your responsibility to make sure
that the tree survives to maturity, by keeping it watered,
especially during the warm months of the year. New
trees are usually equipped with “tree gator” or “ooze
tube” to facilitate watering. These should be filled at
least once a week. Unfortunately, the city now seems to
be removing these devices after one season, while the
tree will need your attention at least for the first three
years to facilitate growth. The city’s Urban Forestry
Administration, with the Department of Transportation
(DDOT) provides a database of all street trees in the
city. Check it out at caseytrees.org, under Maps, which
is under the Resources tab (or just Google “DC street
trees map” and you should get to the map more or less

Library and Recreation
Center Modernization
Projects
Your newsletter editors reached out in more than one
way to obtain updates on the status of these projects,
but without a publishable response from the individuals
responsible for providing such information, or from the
individuals we asked for help getting it. (We have
learned that the library will not close in February,
although it is still expected to close in March.) To try to
insure timely delivery of the Newsletter, we determined
we needed to publish without providing an update on
either project. We will continue to try to get updated
information which we will make available via the
Palisades Listserv and the PCA website when and if it
becomes available.
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News and Notes
Breakfast with Santa and
Cookie Exchange - A great
holiday kick-off!!
For the fifth year in a row, Santa Claus visited
neighborhood kids at the Palisades Community Church.
This community event, sponsored by the Palisades
Citizens Association, was a super start to the holiday
season.
Neighbors were encouraged to bring in homemade

The Palisades is very grateful to Mike Dolan for playing
Santa, Maria Garcia who once again wowed us with her
extraordinary organizational skills, Lisa Racioppi for
arranging the
crafts, the Girl
Scouts from
Troop 4370
who helped
with any and
everything, the
Palisades
Community
Church for
hosting us,
Polly
Johnson for
setting up the
adorable
village and the
Lions Club
for donating a
tree. We
would like to welcome the new PCA members who

cookies to share with each other and to give to the fire
fighters at Engine 29 and the ladies at Veronica House,
a group home for formerly homeless women located on
MacArthur Blvd. The children had a ball making cards,
reading holiday stories and sitting on Santa’s lap while
the parents mingled over coffee and muffins. The
children were elated when Truck 5 from Engine 29 made
a surprise visit.

joined at the door! Thank you for supporting our great
neighborhood.
For more photos visit www’palisadesdc.org and click on
the photos tab at the top. This was a great way to
spread holiday cheer, and we hope to do it again next
year.
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News and Notes
Fair Skies Coalition Status
Brief background
Since the Spring of 2015 the quality of life for residents
of DC communities along the Potomac River has been
significantly reduced by a dramatic increase in aircraft
noise. This increase in noise pollution was caused by
the FAA’s Metroplex Next Generation (NextGen)
program that shifted the northern flight path for
departures from Reagan Washington National Airport
from Virginia towards DC. This flight path change was
implemented by the FAA without any notice to our
communities and without the required environmental
review. Not only has this increase in aircraft noise
interrupted sleep and outdoor activities of residents, it
has also reduced the value of the houses within the new
flight path. Several affected residents have undertaken
successful appeals to reduce their property tax
assessments.
Civic associations representing Georgetown, Burleith,
Foggy Bottom, Foxhall, Colony Hill, Palisades joined by
Georgetown University formed the DC Fair Skies
Coalition to fight this illegal action and filed an appeal
with the Federal Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit challenging the drastic change in the
flight paths as unlawful. On May 27, 2016, the Coalition
filed an Administrative Petition with the U.S. Court of
Appeals demanding that the FAA take immediate action
to abate the currently unlawful and unacceptable levels
of aircraft noise that are being inflicted upon DC
communities on the East side of the Potomac River. The
Petition detailed the history of the current LAZIR flight
path, part of the FAA’s NextGen aircraft route project,
which involved moving the historic NATIONAL 328
departure flight path from Ronald Reagan National
Airport approximately one-half mile east and impacting
residents from Foggy Bottom to Palisades with
increased aircraft noise and pollution. The Petition was
signed by the Mayor, DC Council Members for Wards 2
and 3, and all At Large Council Members. The DC Court
of Appeals ordered the FAA and the Coalition to enter
arbitration.

Current State
Prior to the flight path changes enacted by the FAA in
Spring 2015, the historic northern departure flight path,
NATIONAL 328, took planes on a straight line flight path
over the Pentagon, Arlington National Cemetery, and
commercial Arlington before intersecting the river above
the Georgetown Reservoir. Today planes are mostly
flying using advanced GPS technology called area

navigation known as RNAV. In arbitration, the FAA
proposed a shift from LAZIR to LAZIR B for flights
departing from National. According to the FAA's own
noise analysis of LAZIR B, dated Dec 10, 2015, it would
decrease average noise levels from departing flights
slightly in Georgetown but INCREASE average noise
levels for upriver residential areas, such as the
Palisades. This past summer, the FAA hosted a series
of Community Working Group meetings to provide
citizens with an opportunity to review and comment on
the LAZIR B changes. The Coalition wrote a letter
expressing its serious concerns about LAZIR B to the
FAA’s Eastern Region Administrator and Vice President,
Mission Support Services. At this point, arbitration has
stopped and the Coalition believes that its only recourse
is to file a lawsuit that would force relief from the FAA.
The primary objective of the lawsuit is to require the FAA
to do a full “environmental assessment” before making
any flight path changes and, in the case of the most
recent change, requiring the FAA to return to the former
(Coalition Proposed National 328) flight path while it
undertakes the necessary assessment. Since the
National 328 flight path passed through what is now
waypoint COVTO an important revision to LAZIR B was
to insist that COVTO remain where it is currently located.
The flight path Ward 2 and 3 proposed during arbitration
is the RNAV equivalent of the National 328. As you can
see from the graphical comparison of the current and
proposed routing, the “Coalition Proposed” routing would
reduce noise. The Coalition’s position is that any flight
path change, including the one it proposes, should be
the subject of a proper environmental assessment where
among other things issues like the actual noise levels on
the ground and the nighttime noise problem can be
raised, remains. That is also the objective of the
litigation which calls for the FAA to revert to the National
328 as interim relief.
In support of the Coalition’s fight, the Mayor and the DC
Council have budgeted $300,000 to hire experts to
conduct an aircraft noise study to be submitted to the
FAA as part of a Court ordered environmental review. In
order to properly employ the funds for the noise study
that the D.C. Government has authorized, however, the
Coalition must first win this upcoming lawsuit. As
previous status reports noted, volunteer attorneys have
spent many months researching and drafting an opening
brief and it needs to filed in January. This lawsuit is the
only way for Ward 2 and 3 residents to fight the FAA and
abate current noise levels.
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News and Notes
Ed Solomon, chair of the Fair Skies Coalition, and
Marcio Duffles, the Ward 3 Community Working Group
advisor to the Washington Metropolitan Airport Authority,
are invited speakers to the March 7 PCA meeting. They
can answer all your questions pertaining to the lawsuit
and feasible changes to flight paths that could reduce
the level of aircraft noise suffered by Palisades
residents. Please plan to attend.
Residents should continue to use the FAA’s web
application (http://webtrak5.bksv.com/dca) to identify
aircraft causing excessive noise and file complaints with
the FAA. These complaints matter! Further background
information detailing the Coalition’s position and petition,
as well as better graphics regarding current and
alternative proposals can be found on the Palisade’s
website.
Ken Buckley, Chair, Airplane Noise Committee
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The Palisades News is published eight times each
year (October-December, February-June) by The
Palisades Citizens Association, PO Box 40603,
Palisades Station, Washington, DC 20016
www.palisadesdc.org
President Nick Keenan 202-258-3155
First Vice President, Avi Green, 530-902-1886
Second Vice President, Ellen Maxwell, 202-297-5047
Treasurer, Ken Buckley, 202=248-7500
Secretary, Mary Ann Floto, 202,362-0566
PCA Administrator, Anne Ourand, 202-363-7441
palisadesdc@hotmail.com
Newsletter editors, Elisabeth Brownstein and Hans
Moennig, 202-462-5278, moennig14@yahoo.com

Membership Update
PCA memberships expire either at the end of September or the end of March. If
you are unsure whether you are a “September” person or a “March” person,
please check your mailing label. If your membership has expired, please send in
your dues ($15 senior individual, $20 senior family, $25 individual, $40 household,
$100 sponsor, $250 patron, $500 life) to PCA, PO Box 40603, WDC
20016. Please make your check payable to PCA. You can also renew on line
using PayPal or a credit card. Go to www.palisadesdc.org and follow the easy
instructions. We have PAL magnets for all paid up members. Please call the
office at 363-7441 if you’d like one. Thank you for your continued support.

Material must be submitted to the editors by the
middle of the month for inclusion in next month’s
newsletter.
Annual dues for Membership in the PCA: Individual
$25, Senior Couple (over $65) $20, Senior Individual
$15, Household $40, Sponsor $100, Patron $250,
Life $500
To join or for additional information, contact the PCA
Administrator: 202-363-7441 or
palisadesdc@hotmail.com

PCA Officers for 2016/2017
President:
Nick Keenan
nick@nickkeenan.com
1st Vice President: Avi Green
avi@authenticisrael.net
2nd Vice President: Ellen Maxwell ellen.m.maxwell@gmail.com
Treasurer:
Ken Buckley
toground@rcn.com
Secretary:
Mary Ann Floto mafloto@verizon.net

