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Modernization of the Palisades
Recreation Center will not
prevent the annual PCA 4th of
July Picnic from being held at
the Rec Center as usual.
See page 5 for more information about both
Picnic and Parade.
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DC Attorney General,
Karl Racine will be our guest
to share his vision, as the first
elected AG, and to update us on
issues of interest in DC and in our
community.

Out and About
Your PCA Calendar for June 2017
The Palisades News welcomes announcements of all local events that may be enjoyed by all
Palisades residents!

Every Sunday, 9am–1pm
Tuesday, June 6, 7:30-9pm
Wednesday, June 7, 7-11pm

Palisades Farmers Market
PCA General Membership Meeting
ANC 3D Monthly Meeting

Friday, June 9
Wednesday, June 14
Sunday, June 18
Monday, July 3, 5-7pm
Tuesday, July 4, 11am

Last day of school, Georgetown Day
Last day of school, Key School
Father’s Day
Hoedown
Parade and picnic

Hoedown on the Green
Monday, July 3rd, 5pm - 8pm
Everyone in the family is invited for a
special evening of live music, square
dancing, and free ice cream (thank you
Mac Market!). Pack a picnic and come out
for this community event at the Palisades
Recreation Center – Rain or shine!
Music by Joe DeZarn (fiddle) and Liz
Donaldson (piano)

Your PCA is looking for a new editor(s) for
its newsletter, to start with the October
2017 issue. Contact Anne Ourand at
palisadesdc@hotmail.com or the current
editors at moennig14@yahoo.com, for
more information or to volunteer.

Next to Safeway
Rec Center
Wesley Theological
Center

Rec Center
MacArthur Blvd and
Rec Center

What is Age-Friendly DC
and Why Should You Care
Tuesday, June 13, 2-4pm
Learn more about the implications of Age-Friendly DC
and how new technologies might improve the lives of DC
seniors
.
Guest Speaker: Stuart Rosenthal, Editor of The Beacon
Newspaper.
This session will take place at St. Columba’s Church.
Room 212. 4201 Albemarle St. NW Washington, DC
20016.
St. Columba’s is across 42nd street from Iona and is a
short walk from the Tenleytown Metro, with street
parking available. Light refreshments will be provided.
Registration is appreciated!
This advocacy series was developed and organized by
Iona’s Ward 3 Citizens Advisory Group (CAG). Special
thanks to St. Columba’s Episcopal Church for being
partners in this series.
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Dear neighbors –
Please join use on Tuesday, June 6 at the historic Palisades Recreation Center for our regular monthly meeting. Our
special guest will be DC Attorney General Karl Racine. This will be our last meeting until October, and will be our last
meeting in the Rec Center building until its renovation is finished sometime in 2018.
Two years ago I wrote my first president’s letter to you, and today will be my last. It is hard to believe that two years have
flown by. I am pleased to tell you that Avi Green, who has served ably as vice-president for the past two years, will be
succeeding me as president. The association is in good hands with Avi, he’s ready to bring a new energy, and I wish him all
the luck in the world.
While I have the opportunity, I’d like to thank some of the many people who have helped me over the past two years. The
PCA is a volunteer-based organization, everything we do depends on volunteers, and we’re fortunate that we have many,
many volunteers. Too many, in fact, for me to name all of them. But a few deserve special mention. Of course there are the
PCA officers—Avi, Ellen Maxwell, Mary Ann Floto and Ken Buckley. And I have to mention our tireless July 4 th Chair,
Spence Spencer, who heads up our signature event. I want to extend a special thank-you to our ever-patient newsletter
editors, Buffy Brownstein and Hans Moennig, who get this publication to press every month despite the fact that the
President’s letter is always late!
I also have to thank the PCA’s administrator, Anne Ourand. She is the one who keeps this whole operation running, in her
own quiet, no-fuss way.
One of the perks of being president is that I get to see the newsletter before it goes to press. Flipping through this issue I
was struck by what a great community we have, and all the great things that are going on. It’s great to see pictures of the
Farmer’s Market and parkrun (and parkrunner of the Month Ellen Maxwell!) and to see that the T-shirt contest winner is
neighbor and Key School dad Eric Westendorf. If you would like to be more connected to your community, a great way is to
volunteer. It’s not too late to sign up for the July 4th parade and picnic or the Hoedown, and in the fall we’ll be right back at it
with more activities. If your activism takes a more policy-based flavor, the PCA will continue to represent and advocate for
our neighborhood with city and federal officials, and we always need people to help with that effort.
I hope to see everyone on June 6th, and around the neighborhood.
Thanks for everything,
Nick Keenan
President
Palisades Citizens Association

New PCA President Avi Green
Avi was raised in Philadelphia and was
introduced to DC as an undergraduate and
graduate student at Georgetown
University’s School of Foreign Service in
the 1990’s. After spending some time
away from DC, he returned to the area in
2005, settling in the Palisades – and
hasn’t left since. In addition to living in the
neighborhood, Avi founded an
international travel venture which is also
based in the Palisades. His wife, Natalie
Silverman, is an area pediatrician, and his
two children, Leo and Talia, attend Key
School. Avi loves the small-town-in-the-city
feel of the Palisades and especially
cherishes the many area parks and trails.
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Out and About
Congratulations to
parkrunner of the month:
Ellen Maxwell!

Fletcher's Cove parkrun is a free, weekly, volunteer-led,
timed 5 km run taking place every Saturday on the C&O
Canal Towpath at Fletcher's Boathouse in Washington
DC. In the spring of 2016, Fletcher's Cove parkrun
received a $5,000 grant from the Palisades Community
Fund for start-up costs associated with starting a group
here. It has been going strong ever since.
Congratulations to Ellen Maxwell, the May parkrunner of
the month! Ellen has completed 30 parkruns at
Fletcher's Cove and has volunteered four times.
How did you hear about Fletcher's Cove parkrun?
I have known about Fletcher's Cove parkrun since Henry
Wigglesworth wrote an application to the Palisades
Community Fund in October 2015. I'm proud to say that
I was on the Board that approved the big $2,110 for

startup costs. Because Henry's application was so
interesting, I went down to Fletcher's in the beginning of
2016 to see where the money was going and ran/walked
my first parkrun in February.
What do you like most about parkrun?
I found an exceptionally welcoming and supportive group
at Fletcher's. I especially love the international aspects
of the parkrun. Both our local internationals and parkrun
tourists who recognized and welcomed.
What are your fitness or running goals?
My goal is to stay healthy and fit enough to become a
parkrun tourist myself once my youngest son is in
college. That and to stay under 30 minutes! If I could do
any parkrun, I think it would be in Australia -- in
combination with going the Australian Open tennis
tournament.
What is your funniest parkrun moment?
My funniest -- or at least most memorable -- parkrun
moment was arriving at the towpath and seeing a little
pink rose plant in a silver cylinder sitting on the fence. It
was so incongruous and so sweet! I admired it from a
distance until my son and his girlfriend who were visiting
because of my recent diagnosis and treatment for ocular
melanoma pointed out that it had my name on it and a
"get well" greeting!
What is your favorite volunteer role?
Scanning barcodes is fun. I think I could manage tail
runner or turnaround -- but timekeeper was a bit
challenging, the one time I tried!
If you could do any parkrun in the world, where
would it be and why?
If I could do any parkrun, I think it would be in Australia - in combination with going the Australian Open tennis
tournament.

Lab School Pool Update
On May 11, Katherine Schantz, Lab School Head of
School, sent a letter to Lab School parents informing
them of the establishment of The Advisory Group on
Theater/Pool Facilities to consider “options to closing the
pool and provide its thoughts and analysis to the Board.
The Advisory Board is comprised of parents (including
Chris Hardiman), faculty/staff members, members of the
Board, Penny Pagano representing the community, and
Ms Schantz as Head of School. The Advisory Board will
have its first meeting during the first week in June. An
online petition (https://www.ipetitions.com/petition/savethe-lab-school-pool) in support of the option of both
preserving the pool AND upgrading the theater arts
program has over 630 signatures.
4--Volume 28 Number 8

Out and About

51st Annual July 4th
Parade and Picnic
The Palisades’ signature event is right around the
corner! The parade starts at 11:00am sharp, rain or
shine, on Tuesday, July 4th at the foot of Whitehaven
Parkway and MacArthur Boulevard. Line-up begins on
Whitehaven at 10:00am in the order in which people
appear. No registration is necessary.
This year we anticipate the return of all the “usual
suspects” along with some new contingents. We look
forward to welcoming back The DC Different
Drummers, the United Horsemen’s Association,
Alma Boliviana and the Washington Scottish
Bagpipers.
We’d like to see more neighborhood floats and groups,
so get together with your friends and neighbors and
come up with a reason—any reason—to march. There is
no formal registration process; just show up at the lineup. We encourage you NOT to bring cars as the parade
is getting too long and slow with so many vehicles.
Please Walk: it’s good for you! Prizes will be awarded
following the parade at the picnic.

T-shirts sales, along with donations from Palisades
businesses, are the primary sources of funding for the
parade and picnic. T-shirts will be on sale at the Lions
Club Flea Market on June 4th and during the last three
weekends in June outside Safeway and at the Farmers’
Market.
The parade concludes with a free picnic with food, drink,
moon-bounces, face painting, LIVE MUSIC and a host of
other activities at the Palisades Recreation Center on
Sherier Place. Thanks to the many Palisades
businesses who support our event, we will once again
have the 60x90 foot tent. We are grateful to Safeway
who will be donating many of the picnic nibbles and for
the Free and Accepted Masons of the District of
Columbia and the Georgetown-Palisades Lions Club
and other enthusiastic volunteer neighbors who work so
hard to pull off the picnic.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! How are your sales
skills? We need lots of help selling t-shirts! Volunteers
are needed to sell shirts in front of Safeway and at the
Farmer’s Market in two-hour shifts during the weekends
in June. To volunteer, please contact Maria Garcia at
jiog2424@comcast.net or 202-531-1871.
Parade marshals are needed to keep the parade moving
down MacArthur. A short marshal meeting will take
place on July 3rd at 7:00pm outside of Safeway where
you will get your street assignment, a vest and a whistle.
Picnic volunteers are needed for the following shifts:
8:00am – Transport food and drink from Safeway to the
Rec Center (if you have a pick-up truck, we need you!)
9:00-10:00 – Set up at park
10:00-11:00; 11:00-12:00; 12:00-1:00; 1:00-2:00 –
Food preparation, watermelon cutting (please bring
a knife), food service
3:00-4:00 – Clean up!
Please contact the PCA office at 363-7441 or email
palisadesdc@hotmail.com with any questions or if
you’d like to volunteer. Thank you for your support
and we’ll see you on the 4th!!
--Parade Committee

Thank you to Eric Westendorf for designing this year’s
t-shirt. His creative design is sure to be a crowd pleaser.
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News and Notes

Palisades Farmers Market, May 21, 2017
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News and Notes
DDOT Study of the “Kent
Corner” Traffic Issues
On Wednesday, May 17th, the District Department of
Transportation (DDOT) briefed the community on its
study of traffic problems in the “Kent Corner” area — the
area near the intersection of Loughboro Road and
Dalecarlia Parkway that includes Palisade Lane, Watson
Street, and Manning Place. This area has a serious
problem of “cut-through” traffic — cars trying. to avoid
the traffic back-up near the intersection of MacArthur
Blvd. and Loughboro Road by cutting through the
neighborhood on Palisade Lane and either Watson
Street or Manning Place. The DDOT staff — Emily
Dalphy and Leon Anderson — outlined the concerns
raised by the neighborhood and reported on the traffic
volumes and traffic speeds they had measured. The
DDOT staff laid out several possible remedies, including
changes in signal timing on Loughboro Road; traffic
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slowing measures (including reducing speed limits to 15
or 20 mph, four-way stop signs, and speed bumps); and
traffic diversions to prevent vehicles from using the most
direct cut-through route. The DDOT staff did not
recommend using signs prohibiting through traffic during
rush hour, because these signs were not effective
elsewhere. There was strong support from the
neighborhood for the “No Thru Traffic” signs, as well as
for the proposals to slow traffic. There was less support
for the traffic diversions. The summary of the DDOT
study is available at http://bit.ly/2qtsfvR. DDOT will
assess the views of neighborhood residents over the
next few weeks. If you are affected by this traffic, or
would be affected by the proposed remedies, please
review the report summary, and send your comments,
including which measures you support or do not support,
to Emily Dalphy at emily.dalphy@dc.gov, and copy Jack
Wells, the chair of PCA’s Transportation Committee,
at jackwells1@mac.com.
Jack Wells
Chair, Transportation Committee
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The Palisades News is published eight times each
year (October-December, February-June) by The
Palisades Citizens Association, PO Box 40603,
Palisades Station, Washington, DC 20016
www.palisadesdc.org
President Nick Keenan 202-258-3155
First Vice President, Avi Green, 530-902-1886
Second Vice President, Ellen Maxwell, 202-297-5047
Treasurer, Ken Buckley, 202=248-7500
Secretary, Mary Ann Floto, 202,362-0566
PCA Administrator, Anne Ourand, 202-363-7441
palisadesdc@hotmail.com
Newsletter editors, Elisabeth Brownstein and Hans
Moennig, 202-462-5278, moennig14@yahoo.com

Membership Update
PCA memberships expire either at the end of September or the end of March. If
you are unsure whether you are a “September” person or a “March” person,
please check your mailing label. If your membership has expired, please send in
your dues ($15 senior individual, $20 senior family, $25 individual, $40 household,
$100 sponsor, $250 patron, $500 life) to PCA, PO Box 40603, WDC
20016. Please make your check payable to PCA. You can also renew on line
using PayPal or a credit card. Go to www.palisadesdc.org and follow the easy
instructions. We have PAL magnets for all paid up members. Please call the
office at 363-7441 if you’d like one. Thank you for your continued support.

Material must be submitted to the editors by the
middle of the month for inclusion in next month’s
newsletter.
Annual dues for Membership in the PCA: Individual
$25, Senior Couple (over $65) $20, Senior Individual
$15, Household $40, Sponsor $100, Patron $250,
Life $500
To join or for additional information, contact the PCA
Administrator: 202-363-7441 or
palisadesdc@hotmail.com

PCA Officers for 2017/2018
President:
Avi Green
avi@authenticisrael.net
1st Vice President: Shoshona Rosenbaum
2nd Vice President: Ellen Maxwell ellen.m.maxwell@gmail.com
Treasurer:
Ken Buckley
toground@rcn.com
Secretary:
Mary Ann Floto mafloto@verizon.net

