Grant Recommendations from Palisades Community Fund
Spring 2007

Repair of Community Kiosk:    $500
Several years ago, PCF funded construction of community kiosk which serves as an important bulletin board for neighborhood announcements.  One of the plexiglass doors recently blew off in a windstorm and needs to be repaired and rehung.  The catches on the other five doors also need to be replaced for preventive maintenance.  

Palisades Buddy Project for Senior Citizen Emergency Preparedness     $5,000
The project will be managed by IONA House, a senior citizen center serving northwest Washington, D.C.   The purpose of the project is to create and maintain a neighborhood buddy system that will allow seniors in the Palisades neighborhood to have an assigned volunteer “buddy” to assist them in the event of an emergency, be it natural disaster or terrorist threat.  The project will include identifying seniors in need of a “buddy,” training volunteers and community outreach to increase awareness of the needs of seniors.  The PCF Board expressed an interest in using this project as a model for other communities.

Art Bench for Palisades Recreation Center    $3,000
This grant will support creation and installation of a carved art bench at the Palisades Recreation Center.  The rec center is a public facility owned and operated by the D.C. Department of Parks and Recreation.  The playing fields there, which are used by public school teams for soccer and soft ball practice, are currently undergoing extensive renovation by the city.  A similar art bench was funded by PCF several years ago and installed near a public bus stop.

Palisades-Hillcrest Partnership 10th Anniversary Event    $800
The Palisades-Hillcrest Partnership was established in 1997 and is supported by the Palisades and Hillcrest Citizens Associations.  The purpose of the partnership is to bring together residents of the two neighborhoods and to develop understanding, collegiality and friendships between them by working together on projects of interest and/or benefit to both communities.  For each of the last 9 years the partnership has organized an event focusing on either the environment or the arts, including a Neighbors Through Art program in 2002.  This years event will focus on the culinary arts.  A pot-luck culinary arts feast is planned  for October 27, 2007 to take place at the Palisades Community Church..

Basic Lab Supplies for the Duke Ellington School of the Arts    $2,000

The Duke Ellington School of the Arts is DC’s only public arts focused high school.  It is located in Georgetown very close to the Palisades and enrolls artistic DC students from all over the city, including the Palisades.  Ellington just completed its Middle States re-accreditation review with strong marks.  It is highly successful; last year’s class had a 98% graduation rate with 95% of graduates accepted into institutions of higher learning.  Ellington students receive a full college prep education in addition to their artistic studies.  Due to funding shortfalls from DCPS, Ellington’s science program is sorely lacking, with most labs being done “on line” rather than “hands on.”  This grant will supply some basic supplies such as lab glassware, goggles, prepared slides, dissecting kits etc., and will have an immediate impact by providing staff with necessary re-useable materials to conduct biology and chemistry labs.

